a Pl 
* * * 
3 bt 8 5 . . A 67 5 : xe A : fg F N 3 7 $a 7 e. , 
R * FOE «+. ws * þ whe” FPS fs bis N ＋ 4 © * * y 2 1 4 * * * 1 P 4, " ta 3 8 1 y - 
i | bo 4 2 © 2 ; 2 by to 9 8 FO 5 6a * 3 4 \ „ 
N „ + I *, N 2 "I * 7 ) 1 8 * 8 7 3 #5. 2 Fe * . » $. F : 

3 ev. 5 * PS * ' x 2 2 . 1 * * * 9 T A. 5 3 4 I . " N x * 1 : f 95 ; £36 : 
p * 0 e f l e | Z * ths 55 4 8 j 5 
„ * JJ 8 . f ; 

: ue Vol 1 4 'Y * — \ * 4; * + x 1 12 Ar . 8 5 
* SY , "I nd a 4 4 4 8 2 F 
: l 5 , 1 1 1 . * , ; 
— 2 — n * * 
U 1 ** „ 3 : q y 
— — . FI * 1 5 4 * F \ 
— . * 4 K 
J * . bs 1 . "1 1 „ 
= ww - - - 
* 4 5 p 4 by : : 43 
5 7 a 8 2 2 i > : 
— b # * v 
* F * 1 % : * 
* Py 5 
7 * ** - 5 
- „ my 
- * —— + 
* * - 3 : * N 
8 * T e 1 x a * 7 
- 83 ol * * C ad % * 
W 2 9 0 Ny = = 1 g jo 
ON 1 hb 12 
— . - g 6 7 * the * 
1 7 * . ” þ , - L - 7 
. A s + 5 ” . > : a — 
* 
5 * 5 oo p 3 " Fn c — . 
* * « 41 . =; 1 
N be oy 
£ 7 # <L CU * - 
* — % 
5 * Fo _ % 
* © * . 5 * 
5 ta | 5 
Ae . 
| "I ; — a 8 4 Y 2 
— ” — Ss 
. U 1 
2 5 A 3 7 5 
* ** : xA - 
- Fo A ad { 7 * » * 
— . S 1 "i 1 
— — » Wy 1 . 
— 4 %N. Fe ; » — | ; 
” - * ” 
End : 2 * I | 
z 
, : 
3 ” » ö : eo 
$28 5 , 
* Vw oy * 1 0 4 
* : 


= 
* 
* 


INDIA- COMPANY'S SERVICE, 
| AND 


Formerly of the Duke of Portland Eaf -Indiaman. 


4 
a 


17 
4 
AS 
EUROPEANS 


* 
- 
- 


XXXI11. 


ON 
CADBLL, IN THE STRAND. 


IC DISE 
0 
IN DIES. 


THE HONOURABLE. 


LONDON 


| i. | : 2 | 8 9 ; 
| « 2 | > 1 \ 2 | 2 2 8 | 12 
T* ty a A 1 8 
fy. | 2 oy (al - 1 *. | ſy 5 f 2 
| No | 3 3 
5 4 = 
oo pu - i ﬆ@ Q s | 
X | , * & : | 

: 1 FF Þ 

| a 


N UH [CMPIMONNDIDINNDDNNDNDNNNDNNNND IUUMUUU 


= 


1 


MEMB 1 Ek'or Fan AH a al] i | 


| ne „ e 382 
1 8 ; | : de £2, xC 2 7 x ITY a 
nie ros N inne DAR 
OE + | Bah 


CHAIRMAN or THE HONOURABLE THE cQuRr' o 1 
pIRECTORs oF THE UNITED COMPANY | 
OF. MERCHANTS tRADING To TER 2} 5c or 


p E 4 "i 6 2 Tj x! a . 5 2 

44 $ ; { . 0 N S 4 > # 2. 
, | : 
iS. , Jn * 
p 
27 gf * 1 3 89 as « 8 "I / ro „ 4 - ” - ＋ 
A z : ; 1 1 x 

bo 4 4 = as # — 2 . ” - a 2 1 # „ * 

Ys '9 * 7? x 


AE very great honour: you 
Dare } conferred on. Fs s by | 3 R 


_ patronizing the following ſheets, | 


is an additional teſtimony to, t 


„bp DATON 
5 454 . is ever eee its 
| uence,” cannot fail of exciting | 
1 | admiration and applauſe. "”— ; 
| a ; only to theſe impreſſions, 
me to contribute my 
thanks for this public mark of 
your favour; ; a favour which n muſt | 
EN convince mankind that every «- 
1 tempt. (however trivial) which may 
a ways tend to alleviate the dif. 
_ - wales of, of produce the fmalleſt 
5 tages to the ſervants in the 
| s: 5 „ 2 Honourable 
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Honourable Company's ſervice, | 
will ever meet with your appro- 
bation and encouragement. * 9 
| I am, Sis, ; | 9 5 — 1 | 
888 With the greateſt reſpect, 1 
Your much obliged, = 
And moſt obedient  _ 
| 5 Humble ſervant. 
S8TEPHEN MATHEWS, _.- 
| London, May z, 17839... 2 
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7E do Hot intl to amuſe our 
readers by commenting on the 
| N. of the following Obſervations, or 
by enumerating the advantages that may 
ariſe from a more extenſive and general 
knowledge of the diſorders peculiar to 
the Honourable | Company's 8 {ettlements 
in the Eaſt-Indies) enlarge on the prin- 
eiples hereafter advanced: on the con- 
trary, we have endeavoured to render the 
whole as conciſe and comprehenſive as the 
nature of the ſeparate parts would ad mit, 
being well aſſured, that by ſtrietly adher- 
ing to the exact ſtate of each individual E 
caſe, and* from thence drawing our con- 
cluſions, we ſhould not only be more 
preciſe on the ſubject, but arrive at a 


greater 9 of certainty and perfection. 


— 


0 ; 
© \ F — " * 4 od 
* * A, \ * 
* n 5 f » oy 9 -* Ls 4 # » # % * na - E * * 5 * 1 k * Fa. 1 5 ts 23 N N 
ER * * * — 1 wy OS” RES „ & . - % . . | W 
* . * F & 
; 
. . * - by 
* > * > 1 a * 
- - . 
q : i , 
+ ; © *# £# oF. 5 1 24 1 5 - , — Pa 1 
” % — FS 14 8 7 3 ; « 3 N þ* 
: * » 4 7 * — 
By 4 r : my &-" (of 1 © - * * 


\ A 6 —__ —_—  — ——  — — ˙ 


l. PREFACE. 


We have divided this Work into thr 


* a> 


patts, and each part into different bY - 


ters, for the more eaſy reference to any 


particular enquiry that may be wanted, 


e 


and alſo to make i it more n and 


2 1 & > 4 Sa 


| The oxaminations at compariſons. of 
the blood, in the two different diſorders, 


were made as carefully as poſſible, and 


the diſſections were alſo minutely attend» 


ed to, that the illuſtrations might be more 


convincing, and corroborate, the ſenti⸗ 
ments entertained of the, ſeat and exiſt- 
ence of the complaints; * which proofs, 


perhaps, may either ſerye as a foundation 


for other gentlemen of the faculty, who 


are not ſo converſant. with, theſe diſorders, 


by not having the ſame opportunities, to 


ſatisfy themſelves, or tend to We 


5 more. univerſal inſpeQion.. .. 3 T9TEDTS 


The following ſheets are the reſult of 


an erteufive and ſucceſsful practice, di- 


geſted 


: . ” #: 
— * 


PREFACE. _ 


geſted from the daily minutes and extracts 

made at the different periods of the diſ- 

eaſes, which we flatter ourſelves have en- 

abled us to relate minutely and circum- 

ſtantially the moſt material obſervations 

that are requiſite for information, eitfier 

to diſtinguiſm the cauſes and nature 

of theſe diſeaſes, or to adopt and pto- 
mote a mode of application ſuitable, to 

the exigencies of the patients. This 

has been our principal view in the 

compilation of the fabſequent work : and 

however inaccurate in defcription i it may 

be, ,we. reſt. it entirely on our indulgent 

| readers; truſting that the intention of 
benefiting mankind, by attempting to 
mitigate the ravages of deſtructive diſtem- 
pers, will in ſome meaſure expiate for the 


imperfections and inelegance of the com- 
PRO. s 
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— . 
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Line. 


3 
27 
10 


for attain read retain. 


or precedes read proceeds, 


for poſts read ports. 

For the epithet read our opinion. 

For Britiſh ſettlements read Britiſh and 

Spaniſh ietilements. 

for alvetics read aloetics. 

for cure read rem iſſion. 

Jor the eee read the enfeebled ſub- 

ects. 

for ab read apthæ. 

. for bark read briſk. 

for reſtoration read reſtorative. 

For this viſcus read the liver. 
Jor afflicted read enfeebled. 
for female read feeble. 


For running off by fead n. off ſpee- 


dily by. 
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HEPATIC DISEASES. 


PART * 


H A P. & 
0 the Cauſes of Hepatic Diſeaſes. 


appearances of bilious diſeaſes,” the 


latent principles of which pervade the 


conſtitutions of the greateſt part of Eu- 
ropeans who reſide at, or have any inter- 
courſe with, the Hon. Company's ſettle- 


ments in the Eaſt-Indies, are objects of 


ſuch moment as to juſtify the minuteſt 
_ inveſtigation of the ſources from which 
f n ſo general ne N ot that 2 
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"i ſuperabundance of bile, or other he- 
patic complaints, are the ſole pr edominant 


diſeaſes of the Eaſt Indies; but we are 
inclined to think, that whatever may 
be the cauſes of many other diſorders, 
the general termination is blended with 
bilious ſymptoms, and whoever has had 
much practice in the Hon. Company's 
ſervice, or on board their ſhips, we make 
no doubt will readily acquieſce in this 


: opinion. 


This is farther juſtified by the mode of 
practice ſo univerſally adopted without 
much alteration, by the gentlemen of the 
faculty. Could we contine bilians com- 
plaints to the aged, who are doomed to 


encounter diſeaſe in ſome of its ſhapes 


| before diſſolution takes place, or to thoſe 
who, naturally poſſeſſed of a good con- 


ſtitution, take unbounded Hberties with 


their health, merely to accommodate 


themſelves to their convivial compani - 
ons: could we, I ſay, confine complaints, 
which are infeparable from irregularities, 


to thoſe only who by their rn e 
| | merit 


Ws WU 89G yan A” WW 


„ 2 Wo x, | 


; their * 


HEPATIC DISEASES: 5 


merit them, it would at once fix the fun- 
damental point of medical diſquiſition on 


this ſubject. But, when we obſerve that 
perſons of all ages and both ſexes, the 
abſtemious and the debauched, the healthy 


and the vigorous, the aged and the 


Young, are alike vulnerable by this potent 


enemy, we cannot too much lament our 


inability to prevent ſimilar complaints 
EE in wide and extenſive cauſes. 


From this doctrine we are aki to 


account for the inefficacy of medical prac- 
tice; for where the ſymptoms are ſo fluc- 
tuating, and the ſame diſeaſe is continu- 


ally aſſuming a different aſpect, the treat- 


ment of patients muſt be attended With 


no ſmall trouble and Perplexity. 


* 


The judicious practice and anda 
obſervations of many of the Company's 


Jurgeons will ever do them the greateſt 


. honour; and we are fully warranted in 


obſerving, that — ſurgeons in the Com- 


Sany's ſervice, and on board their ſhips, - 
Baue abilities equal to dne ade ag of 
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The climate of the Company's ſettle- 
ments may be divided into three portions, 


viz. the hot, the rainy, and the cold ſea- 


ſons. Two of theſe periods may be 
deemed unhealthy; for, although in the 


hot months there are not perhaps ſo many 


immediately ill. yet we generally obſerve 


that the firſt ſtamina of the diſeaſe are 
laid at this time. 9 


n and continued heats will ever be 


a primary cauſe of diſeaſe in the animal 
frame. Long and heavy rains, with ſud- 
den appearances of the ſun raiſing of- 


fenſive exhalations from the moiſture of 
the earth, we are diſpoſed to think will 


be the acting power to the principles of 


diſeaſe originated in the former ſeaſon: 
and if we take a comparative view of the 


quantity of exerciſe uſed by the generality 


of Europeans, in theſe periods, with that 


of which they partake in the colder 
months, we ſhall be induced to believe 
that inactivity is an additional cauſe of 


bringing forward thoſe dormant ſymp- 


toms of diſeaſe, which were before ripen- 


* to maturity. * the great period of 
* 
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epidemical diſtempers is generally fixed 


between the ceſſation of the rainy and the 
commencement of the dry cooler ſeaſon. 
This juncture is more alarming and per- 
nicious to Europeans than any other 


ſeaſon of the year. 


If we take a review of the ſtate of the 
atmoſphere during the rains, and the con- 
ſequences reſulting from the earth being 
overloaded with water, and the powers of 
abſorption choaked by the ſame cauſe, we 
ſhall eaſily conceive how diſagreeable ſuch 
a ſituation muſt prove, and moſt readily 


| Join our opinion with thoſe, who expe- 


rience the fatality of theſe tranfitions. As 
the rains diminiſh, the ſun frequently 
burſts forth with great heat, and, as the 
ſeaſon declines, his appearance, though 
pleaſing, is more pernicious; for the ſun” 8 
rays, being almoſt continual, occaſion a 
heavy exhalation of various vapours, 
which cannot by any means be ſalutary. 
To an atmoſphere, therefore, impregna- 
ted with different effluvia, aſſiſted by the 
heat of the ſun peculiar to theſe climates, 
and the moiſture of the earth, we are not 

B TT. in 
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in any ſuſpenſe, pe ane of other 


materials, to itnpute the * 
cauſes of bilious diſeaſes. 


The effects of heat and moiſture on the 


'animal frame are nearly alike, by pro- 


ducing relaxation and putreſcency; for, 
in examining the bodies of thoſe who fall 
by this diſeaſe, we obſerve a total relax - 
ation of all the muſcular ſyſtem ; and let 
the diſſection be ever ſo early after death, 
a great degree of putrefaction in the fluids 
of the ſtomach and abdominal viſcera. 
Neither is the putridity in the animal 
Juices regulated by length of diſeaſe. The 
ſtrength and vigour of the ſuffering 


patient are a much more juſt criterion 


of the violence of putrefaction, than any 


we have for our inſtruction. 


we find that long continued heats, or 
great moiſture, are productive of relax- 


ation of the muſcular ſyſtem, and diſſo- 
lution of the animal 9. To what de- 


gree are we to expect our patients to be at- 
tacked, who are affected by the combina- 
tions of theſe 9 cauſes acting on 
the 


* 
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the frame of ſtrong muſeular men, whoſe 
juices are unimpaired, and their health 
heretofore entirely perfect. Certainly and 
invariably theſe perſons will ſuffer more, 
and be in much more imminent danger, 
than others of a contrary formation; and 
thoſe Europeans who have reſided long in 


India, although they are liable to frequent 


attacks of the ſame diſeaſe, yet have their 
habits and conſtitutions ſo tempered by 


the climate, that they will bear a much 


greater portion of diſeaſe, than others of 
the ſame habit, who are recently arrived 
from Europe. Theſe obſervations are 
common and well known to every Eu- 
ropean in India, therefore tend to cor- 
roborate and fix our opinion on this | 


point. 


The climate of India in itſelf is ſo per- 
nicious to the conſtitutions of Europeans 
in general, as to occaſion diſeaſes of a 


moſt inveterate nature, and which, with- 


out the greateſt care and attention both 
of the phyſician. and patient, will termi- 
nate either in obſtinate and cruel obſtruc- 
tions, or by a more fpeedy way deprive 
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5 OBSERVATIONS ON 


the patient of all his flattering expeta- 


tions of recovery, by the laſt great tribute | 


nature can render to diſcaſe. 


In this Atria — reſpect ought to 


be paid by all thoſe who are valetudina- 


rians, or who enjoy their portion of 
health, to regimen and exerciſe. How- 
ever this advice may be tinctured with 
medical precept, yet, ſurely to the rational 


part of mankind the taſk will not ſeem 
too arduous, nor the means unpleaſing, 


particularly as the point in view is, to 


preſerve the greateſt bleſſing that can be 58 


beſtowed upon the human race. 


Many in their line of employment are 


unavoidably expoſed to imprudencies of 


diet and other irregularities; others volun- 
tarily plunge themſelves into various ex- 


ceſſes. Theſe gentlemen will do well to 
conſider what powerful enemies they have 


to encounter, and the great chance there 


is againſt them of their ever being able to 


reinſtate their health: for from the effects 
of climate and their own injudiciouſneſs, 
every thing is to be apprehended; and 
| DE how 


un Ari C DISEASES, -- 
| how miſerable muſt the life of that man 
be, who is continually harraſſed by aches 
and pains, and- whoſe every moment of 
relief is purchaſed by the repeated uſe of 
medicines! Theſe are obſervations which 
_ ought to teach us the value of health, and 
make us exert ourſelves cautiouſly to pre- 
ſerve it. | 


The ſolids and fluids of the animal 
frame being ſo relaxed and diſſolved by 
the combined powers of heat, moiſture, 
putrid effluvia, and irregularities of dif- 
ferent natures, that we cannot expect the 
various ſecretions which are inceſſantly 
going on for our ſupport and preſervation 
to be compleated or falubrious ;—conſe- 
quently, ſome latent principles of diſeaſe 
will take place, and may perhaps a long 
time lie dormant, before the patient 18 
awakened to his danger by the more inve- 
terate ſymptoms of it; and if he does not 
inſtantly obtain medical aſſiſtance, the 
event will be very ſhort and fatal. Much 
therefore will depend on the due and moſt 
ſtrict obſervation of medical advice. 
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Hence obſtructions of different kinds 
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10 OBSERVATIONS ON: 
The relaxation, already produeed by 


a long continuance of heat, naturally 
occafions a great languor in the arteries, 


| whereby, their coats are deprived of their 


proper elaſticity, and the pulſations are 
ſo much enfeebled, that the momentum 
of the vital fluid is * retarded. 


From this 3 which we may ſuppoſe 
the primary one of ſucceeding diſeaſes, oc- 
ſioned by a dulneſs of circulation, and a 
flow fulneſs of the blood's motion, which 


conſiderably diminiſhes the force of the 


acting powers in the animal fabric, every 


part of the human organization will 


undergo great and ſudden changes. From 


the want too of a regular tenſion and 
rigidity of the muſcular ſyſtem we ob- 
ſerve many undue and imperfect ſecre- 
tions to ſucceed. 
from the ſame circumſtances, will be im- 


The ſtate of the fluids, 


paired, and very irregular in their different 


channels; conſequently, for want of that 
particular power, which nature in a ſtate 


of health always commands, the juices 
will be rendered unfit for animal uſes. 


are 


HEPATIC DISEASES. 1 


are tob prevalent, and thoſe viſeera and 
canals which have the greateſt” quantity 
of fluids paſſing through them, are moſt. 
likely in this caſe to be tlie ſeat of the 
difeaſe; For when the vit refftends of any 
body is accelerated or abated either pro- 
greſfively or retrogradely, we are to expect 
aecumulations, with other inconveniences 
that will naturally follow. When this 
ſkate of putreſeency and relaxation has 
once fixed itſelf in the animal frame, we 
ſhall readily conceive the effect that moiſt 
air will have on bodies thus prepared for 
the reception of various complaints. The 
air being now filled with a great variety 
of particles exhaled from an inundated 
earth and nitrous ſoil, condenſed by the 
autumnal ſun, makes the effluvia abound 
with moſt pernicious qualities, which will 
invariably be taken up by the powers of 

abſorption, and likewife inhaled by the 

lungs. Theſe remote cauſes being drawn 
into one given focus (the human frame) 
the reſulting conſequences will not be 
tedious, 


The 
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The mode of diet made uſe of by Euro- 
peans in India although now conſidera- 
| bly reſtrained) is by far too liberal for 
the habit of body and nature of the cli- 
mate; and as all animal foods in hot 
and moiſt ſeaſons, have a very great ſep-: 
tic tendency, it ſurely is adviſeable to be 
abſtemious in this matter, and to regu- 
| late the quantity of liquors by that of 
| diet; for when fiſh, fleſh, poultry and 
1 | paſtry, with wine, beer, and fpirits, 
1 Et : cheeſe, butter, and fruit, are at one repaſt, 
| 


| all indiſcriminately plunged into the 
ll ſtomach, it is an evident fact, without en- 
| tering into any chymical or phyſical rea- 
. ſoning upon the ſubject, that the powers 
l | 5 of digeſtion muſt be weakened, and 
110 the chyliferous juices badly aſſimilated. 
| Hence indigeſtions, crapula, and flatulen- 
cy immediately proceed, and if not ſpeedi- 
3 ly relieved, the hepatic diſeaſes will moſt - 
; aſſuredly be fixed. From the reaſoning 
already employed, we may eaſily deduce 
that the greateſt preſervation of health 
11 principally reſts with the inhabitants 
Ml | themſelves ; and however ineffectual phy- 


ſical admonition may prove on this ſub- 
| ject, 


ere * * 
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ject, it will fully ſanctify this well-known 
adage, that © it is much eaſier to prevent 
diſeaſes than to- cure engl 
As the BY ſoil, and Gtuation of the 
Hon. Company's ſettlements have ſome 
affinity to our ſubject, it will be neceſſary 
to take a curſory view of each before we 
proceed to relate its diſeaſes, and then, 
by forming a comparative proſpect of the 
whole, draw ſuch inferences as may tend 
to alleviate the diftreſies een from 
them. 
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CHAP. II. 
: of the 4ir, Si zuati on, and Soil of Calcutta. 


Cob in the province = 7} 
_* Bengal, is the metropolis of all-ghe 
.Campany's ſettlements : and is ſituated 
on the banks of the river Hughly (a 
k pane. of the great Ganges) Which is 
navigable, ebbing and flowing Seite 
Ay regular. At the different perięds of 
ſpring and neap tides, the water ſwells 


and ſinks very much. By theſe means a 
great quantity of mud and foul earth is 
thrown on the banks of the river, which, 
during the flux and reflux of the tide, by 
the great continued heat of the ſun, emits 
a moſt diſagreeable and offenſive vapour 
in the atmoſphere. This occaſions all 
fthoſe houſes near the banks of the river 
to be more unpleaſant than in the inte- 
rior part of the ſettlement. Although 
the natives of this province are, in moſt 
particulars, remarkable for their cleanli- 
neſs; yet, ſuch is the force of precept and 
cuſtom, that whenever nature prompts, a 
Hindoo 
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Hindoo pays no reſpect to place; neither 
has the police of Calcutta yet been able 
entirely to prevent this practice, and. 
until more ſevere penalties are inflicted, 
the grievance will certainly exiſt. It is a 
eircumſtance much to be regretted, that 
the elegant range of buildings on the 
eſplanade, which are by far the moſt 
pleaſant of any in Calcutta, ſhould be ſo 
much incommoded by the continued aſ- 
ſembling of the natives to pay their 
devoirs to the goddeſs Cloacina. The 
habitations are regularly and well built, 
the rooms ſpacious, lofty, and exceeding- 
1y well adapted to the heat of the climate, 
which, during the months of February, 
March, April, May, and June, is intenſe- 
ly hot. The months of July, Auguſt, Sep- 
tember, and October, may be deemed the 
moiſt and rainy ſeaſon, though it is not al- 
ways exactly confined'to theſe. November, 
December, and January are the cool and 
pleaſant months; and in this period Cal- 
cutta may vie with any part of the globe 
for ſalubrity and agreeahleneſs. The 
country ſurrounding this town is a very 
> tract of low flat ground, - unoccu- 

mo 
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pied by any hills or mountains; hence 
the air is not duly ventilated, which, 
during the rains, and ſome time after, is 
more humid and corrupt. N 


A n great inconveniency is the 
impurity of the water; and if we are 
not miſtaken, it is the uſage with the 


inhabitants to reſerve the rain in jars, 
for their domeſtic uſes; and although 
there are many tanks in Calcutta, and 


ſome of them very large and deep, 


ä particularly one in the center of the great 
ſquare; yet, as many of theſe are 
mere reſervoirs of rain water, and but 


little aſſiſted by ſubterraneous ſprings, we 


are very confident that this muſt be per- 
nictous to the human frame, and greatly 
aſſiſt in producing diſorders. ' The foil of 


the country for the moſt part, is ſandy 


clay, and nitrous earth, which, during the 
hot dry months, produces little or no ve- 


getation; and by the great quantity of 
water that falls in the rainy period, the 


earth is overloaded, and cannot abſorb it 


faſt enough to prevent great quantities of 
ſtagnant — from collecting in diffe- 
ae 


ee 1 . e * B+. E £ 
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: rent parts, which afford an additional | 

humidity to the atmoſphere,” and breed 
thouſands. of inſects, which * ue rot 
on the rouge” 


When the Monſoon * * * the north- 
ward is thoroughly ſet in, the air be- 
comes pure, dry, and very healthy, and 
in proportion to the duration of the dif- 
ferent ſeaſons, we may eſtimate the 
healthineſs or ſicklineſs of the inhabit- 
ants: for, if the winter period is cold, 
and of long duration, the air will be ſo 
cleanſed and tempered, that very few diſ- 
eaſes will be epidemical or permanent; 
neither will the enſuing hot ſeaſon be 
productive of ſo many latent principles 
of diſeaſe. On the other hand, if the 
progreſs of the heat is long, intenſe, and 
ſucceeded by heavy and prolonged rains, 
we have every reaſon to apprehend a fatal 
and ſickly ſeaſon, 


8 There 
* Monſoon, a ſpecies of trade wind, peculiar to 


83 on which, for fix months, blows nearly 
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| There are not many wood-lands con- 


tiguous to this ſettlement, which we - 3 


naturally determine to be à  favour- 


able circumſtance; but there are many 


very large and extenſive lakes, with a 
great number of tanks, natural and arti- 
ficial, which all tend to increaſe the 
moiſture of the atmoſphere, and preclude 
the ſalutary effects of variable and light 
winds. Diſeaſes generated at this time 
are much more tedious and difficult to 
remove, and their effects more ſeverely. 
felt, than of thoſe complaints which ariſe 
from inflammatory and putreſcent ſources 
in the hot months. Another cireum- 
ſtance meriting our conſideration, is the 
ſuppreſſion of exerciſe during the wet 
ſeaſon ; for Europeans, at all times here, 
are rather inclined to indulgence; and if 
the neceſſary quantity of exerciſe or 
amuſement is not continued to which 
the conſtitution has been | accuſtomed, 
the event will be productive of indiſpo- 
fon. There are more errars committed. 


on the ſame point tof the compaſs, and from the « con- 
trary on the other fix, ” | 
by 


W 
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by indulgence than exceſs' of - exerciſe, 


provided that after recreation and employ- 
ment the neceſſary precautions are made 


| * of to prevent the * of cold: 


It will undoubtedly be a great im- 
provement to this ſettlement, and alſo add 


much to its healthineſs, when the police 
have effected the great undertaking of 


draining, raiſing, and widening the ſtreets. 


Buy theſe means the accumulated ſtag- 


nated water will be carried off, the ſtreets 
become more commodious and pleaſant, 


and the air leſs loaded with ſeptic miaſ- 


mata. The good effects ariſing from theſe 


labours will fully compenſate the inha- 


bltants for any expence attending — 
improvements. | 
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c H A . III. 
of the Air, Soil, and Situati- on of Madrafs. 


M AD R A 8s is the capital ſettlement 
on the coaſt of Coromandel. It is an 
exceeding regular and well built town, 
circumſcribed with one of the moſt com- 
pact fortifications in the Eaſt-Indies. 
The air here, when the ſun is far advan- 
ced in the northern tropic, is for ſome 
part of the day intenſely hot; but as 
this 1s of ſhort duration, the i inconveni- 
encies ariſing from it are in no degree 
| equal to thoſe at Bengal. Early be- 
fore noon the cooling breezes ſet in from 
the ſea, and render the ſucceeding part of 
the day exceedingly pleaſant and ſalutary. 
This ſettlement may juſtly be deemed the 
Montpelier of India; for you ſcarce ſee 


one inhabitant, who is commonly pru- 


dent, carrying about him any trait of 
diſeaſe. We do not abſolutely aſſert that 
the atmoſphere would not be more ſalu- 
brious, if effectual precautions were uſed 
to prevent the natives from making ſo 
much uſe of the beach; which being ſitu- 
ated very near the houſes, and always 

directly | 
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ditectiy to windward of the ſettlement, 
is inceſſantly impregnating the air with 
offenſive odours. The land winds at this 
ſeaſon of the year are generally very hot 
and dry, though by no means unhealthy ; 
For it is cuſtomary to ſleep in the air, out 
of the immediate current, without any 
pernieious conſequences | attending it. 
The ſoil, both here and on the circum- 
jacent country, is very dry, and moſtly 
ſandy; and although the country is one 
continued level, excepting a ſmall hill, 
called St. Thomas's mount, riſing a little 
above the ſurface of the ſea, the ſoil fully 
compenſates for the flatneſs, as the rains 

are but of ſhort duration, and not ſo vio- 
lent and heavy as in the former ſettle- 
ment. The earth being of a much looſer 
texture, and having greater abſorbing 

powers, the pernicious effects of ſtag- 
nant ſeptic pools accompanied with 
baneful exhalations, are ſeldom if ever 
erperieneed. A Bets 


The billous n that coping, — 
nate here, are by no means ſo inveterate 
or fatal as at Calcutta, and hepatic ob- 
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ſtructions are more eaſily and — 
cured. The fevers ariſing from — 
matory cauſes generally terminate in re- 
mittents, for which reaſon they mueh 
ſooner retreat by the powers of medicine. 
The great Monſoon, which takes place 
late in the autumn, is generally attended 


with briſk and ſtrong winds ; therefore 


if the rains fall exceedingly heavy, the 
atmoſphere has not time to accumulate 
many infectious qualities, and the inha- 
bitants have not any apprehenſions from 


a quantity of water lodging on the earth, 


which may be ſometimes tedious in ab- 
ſorbing, though at this period it is not 
judicious to be too much expoſed to 
the nocturnal air. In the petit mon- 


ſoon in the vernal ſeaſon, the ſame rea- 
ſoning will hold good; for ſhould the 
1 atmoſphere be too much impregnated with 
dampneſs, the relaxed ſtate of the body 


will be apt to imbibe moiſture, which 


will check and ſtop perſpiration (one of 
the firſt and beſt prognoſtics. in this 


country of a ſound ſtate of health.) This 
will be the ſource: of remitting fevers, 
hepatic, and ſometimes ſanguinary fluxes. 

. | "In 
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in this caſe, an early. application to the 
faculty is abſolutely neceſſary, for by 
protracting the diſeaſe, the patient does 


not only prolong - and render the cure = 


more uncertain, but ſtands a very fait 


chance for its continuance, until the dry 


ſeaſon is thoroughly fixed. A ſecond 
cauſe may be eſtimated to originate in 
the quantity and quality of + fiſh of dif- 

ferent genera, which make part of every 
inhabitant's diet; and although they are 


 defervedly eſteemed for their great per- 


fection, yet we do venture to pronounce 
the effects of ſuch regimen to be diarrhæas 
and dyſenteries, particularly when aſſiſted 


by the co-operating powers of 5 cold fla- 


tulent fruits and vegetables. The reſi- 
dents of this ſettlement are not confined 
or neceſſitated to ſuffer the inconvenien- 
cies of inactive life: there are but few 


+ Prawns and other ſhell fiſh, eels, and cat fiſh, 
&c. are particularly ſeptic and purgative. 


$ Plantanes, melons, and all other cold fruits, 
are highly pernicious. | 


t Cucumbers, and all of this genera, have a very 
great tendency to fermentation and putrefaQtion. 


C4 days 


„ 
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days in the year that they cannot partake 
of the pleaſure of riding, which, if we 
may be permitted to adviſe, is much more 
beneficial on horſeback than in a chariot, 
which is too o inactive and indulgent. 


The water hich; un ſortletiint 18 
ſupplied with, is remarkable for its purity 
and goodneſs, and is at all ſeaſons of the 
year very nearly at the ſame ſtandard of 
perfection, conſequently, this is a very 
ſingular advantage to the inhabitants, and 
the means of preventing many — 
able i inconveniencies. | 


CHAP. 
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| of Of the 455 Sail, and Siruati on of * 
Bo MBAY, is an iſland ſituated. on 
3 north-weſt | extremity of the Ma- 
labar coaſt, in nineteen. or twenty degrees 
ol north latitude, and ſeventy-five or ſix 
eaſt of London.. It being within the fixed 
limits of the monſoon, the air is in ge- 
neral more freſh and durable than at Cal- 
eutta, and the extremes of intenſe heat 
are ſeldom prevalent; for however much 
the land winds may affect this ſettlement, 
yet it is an invariable obſervation, | com- 
mon to all, that the ſea breezes 1 in either 


monſoon, will render ample refreſhment 
for the d nocturnal airs. 


o 
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The town is ces eg i and 
.rendered more incommodious by the na- 
tives being permitted to reſide within the 
fortification (a circumſtance not allowed 
in any other part of India; ;). add to this 
inconveniency others of a more dangerous 
and diſagreeable 1 Viz. the hoſpital 

being 


1 
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being placed in the middle of the town, 
and the warehouſes for ſalted proviſions 
belonging to the navy contiguous to it, 
which are too often, receptacles for puttid 
rotten meat. They emit a moſt noiſome ef- 
fluvia throughout the ſettlement. The po- 

| lice of this preſidency would do well to 
confider the conſequences that are likely 
totake place from theſe cauſes, particular- 
lyin the time of war, vrhen the ſtorehouſes 
are filled with proviſions, which if too 
long kept become putrid, and the hoſpi- 
tals crouded with wounded diſeaſed pa- 
tients and valetudinarians. It is much to 
be regretted, that the unfortunate ſitu- 
ation of all theſe receptacles is a real and 
grievous nuiſance to the inhabitants. 
What may we not apprehend from theſe 
great ſources of evil, ſhould epidemical or 
Peſtilential diſeaſes take place ! 


The wet ſeaſon hire 18 ntatly the ſame 
asat Bengal, though the rains are not fo 
_ continual, and the ſoil more favourable” 
for receiving them. Yet we do not expe- 
| rience fo much temperature of the at- 
= | e on this account, becauſe we 
| ſudden 
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ſudden interpoſition of the ſun {which; 
during the greateſt part of their falling „6 
vertical) occaſions the heated . to 
retort' a moſt appreffive and ſultry moiſt 


vapour, which klpairiſcauhotche N . 


— 1: eln 5 


1 The iNand of Delay eG is baue 
flat and low. Adjacent to the bounds ot 
the efplanade is a very large wood of 
cocoa- nut trees, which are not only ad- 
. re r make . e more 
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1 es trees run up an amazing — 
hefore the foliated branches ſpread out. The faliage 
is very little, and does not attain much moiſture, 
confequently the groves are not unhealthy and, if 
we may draw our determinations from the-healthi+ 
nels of the crowds of natives who inhabit theſe 
 topes, || ,we ſhall readily aſſent in opinion, that the 
effects are not prejudicial. The cocoa-nut tree is 
in high eftimation with the Indians, Who apply it to 
almoſt every purpoſe of life, viz. fuel, timber, 
blacking for paint, oil, ſpirits, vinegar, wine, wart h 
fruit, vegetables, bark for canoes and dying, 
cordage, cables, twine and thread, charcoal for 
gunpowder, food for cattle, materials for thatching, 
falt, ſugar, ſails, milk, tools of various ak ns 
Mats, A: other- furniture. 2177 20 a0 a 
. Ti ope, "ka Hindoſtant term 123 a (grove or K 
: 1 
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| pleaſant and agreeable. The 3 
that circumſeribes this ifland is very 
mountainous and hilly, ſo that the air 
will not only be more ventilated; but more 
pure and frigid. To this cauſe we are in 


a great meaſure indebted for the ſalubrity _ 


of this ſettlement. The reſidents are not - 
addicted to errors of diet; their general 
mode of living is very frugal and œcono- 
mic. We do not preſume to inveſtigate 
the cauſe, why Europeans, who reſide 
nearly in the ſame ſituation are not 
equally luxurious; ſuffice it to obſerve, 
that every individual will experience the 
falutary effects of tliis judicious method. 
By a chymical analization of the water in 
general uſe here, we find it Jeſs. impreg- 
nated. with earthy particles than at the 
former ſettlements, conſequently it is 
lighter and more pure, therefore better 
ſuited to the human ſtomach and an 
Wenetione. 


It is an anpleaſing taſk to be 1 the 
neceſſity of repeating our former obſer- 
vations on the neglect of the police, and 
the filthineſs of the natives, who take the 
IPs 4007 ee e 1 * 
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fame unwarrantable liberties here as at 
the former preſidencies. As long as the 
eſplanade continues to be the mall of 


Bombay, it will be a bar to the plea- 


ſure this ſituation would otherwiſe afford. 
It may be queſtioned whether, if the na- 
tives are not to be reſtrained by lenient 
meaſures, (thoſe that are vigorous being 
in ſome inſtances detrimental) it would 
not be good policy to have ſtated * . 
deeply ſunk in the earth, and compel all 

thoſe who ſtand in need of theſe conveni- 
encies, to make uſe of them under for- 
feiture of ſevere and heavy penalties, 
which we humbly conceive will ever pro- 
duce more ready obedience from theſe 
people, than all the terrors of flagellation, 
chains, and dock- labour? 


Fetter d ſlavery, with ſcanty allowance 
of bad proviſions, will ever incur a juſt 
reproach, and inſure a ſtigma on thoſe 
acts of legiſlative power; as puniſhments, 
though neceſſary, yet doubtleſs ought 
ever to be n with * | 


The 
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The diſeaſes common to this place are 
1. of the bilious kind, though not ſo in- 
veterate as at Bengal, conſequently the 
cure will be more eaſily effected; and, if 
we compare the number of valetudina- 
rians with the healthy in this preſideney, 
we do not think our opinion too haſtily 
drawn when we determine it a healthy 


fealament. 
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Of the Air, Soil, and Situation of Tete 


| RENCOOLEN, « on. the Gath-met 
coaſt of the iſland of Sumatra, in four 


degrees of ſouth latitude, and one hun- 


dred and two degrees eaſt of London is 


a very irregularly built place, the princi- 


Br object in raiſing houſes being confined 


to air and dryneſs: therefore uniformity 


cannot be expected. Were the habita- 
tions erected after the European faſhion, 
it would entirely ſubvert the ſalutary ef- 
fects ariſing from a free current of air 


circulating round the houſes. The coun- 
try adjoining to fort Marlbro' is a long 


range of low flat ground, abounding with 
coppices and woods, and by the quantity 
of rain which is daily falling, the earth is 
in general exceedingly ſwampey and wet, 

which with long intervals of calms and 
light winds, and the interpoſition of the 
ſun, renders the atmoſphere exceedingly 


moiſt and ſultry. All places ſituated on 


or near the equator, are ſubjected to a 


much 


1 
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much greater variety and ſudden changes 
of weather, than thoſe parts of the earth 
which are placed more remote from that 
region of heat, In this inſtance we can- 
not too much admire the juſt and accu- 
rate ordinances of Providence, which by 


theſe means has rendered ſuch fituations Y 


comfortable and defirable. Comfortable, 
comparatively ſpeaking; for did not 
theſe tranſitions take place, it is a prob- 
lem of eaſy ſolution, that theſe and ſuch 
like iſlands would be deſolated, and re- 
ceptacles only for beaſts and birds of 
prey :---defirable, for the abundant ad- 
vantages reaped by private commercial 


gentlemen, and more ſo, as it tends to 


promote the culture of an art+ fo 105 
neficial to the honourable Company, and 
which, if duly reſpected, will be of cer- 


1 + Diſtillation of 1 OY is the firſt 
Engliſh ſettlement in the Eaſt-Indies that has made 


any attempts towards manufacturing this commodity. 


The obſtacles which clogged this buſineſs in its in- 
fancy are now done away, and the proceſs goes on 
with great ſpirit, - The arrack made here is equal, 
if not ſuperior, to that of Batavia; and this ſettle- 
ment will, in a yery ſhort time, be able to ſupply 


a and Europe with'this excellent quor. 


— 
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tain and very great advantage Im 
the progreſſive point of view, we not 
only obſerve the civilization which is 
daily taking place, but the large ſtrides 
which are inceſſantly taken by all ranks 
and orders of men to facilitate and ce- 
ment the link of that one great chain, 
human intereſt and 0 | 
This Se during the northerly 
and weſterly winds is generally healthy; but 
when the eaſterly and ſouth-eaſt are preva- 
lent, (which blow over a vaſttractof woody | 
and ſwampey ground) it is a certain pre- 
ſage to deſtructive and fatal diſcaſes. The 
reſidents here are well aware of the juſt- 
neſs of this poſition, by the baneful 
effects ſo often occurring among them, 
and the reſulting deſfructive conſe- 
quences of interrupted broken ſocieties. 
From the cauſes already aſſigned, we ſhall 
. readily conceive. the ſtate of the atmoſ- 
phere, which at theſe periods is\low and 
denſe; and were it not for the great 
quantity of thunder, (a conſtant com- 
panion of theſe climates) the air would 
be totally obnoxious to the human 
| D ſpecies, 
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ſpecies. Bilious diſeaſes, with obſtinate 
viſceral obſtructions, are the effects of 
this climate, though we are compelled to 
acknowledge that the liberal mode of 
living ſo univerſally adopted here, is the 
ſecondary cauſe : and however much the 
exerciſe of riding (which every one par- 
takes of) may tend to reduce the com- 
plaints, yet it is a certainty that tempe- 
rance will often prevent thoſe which 
medicines cannot remove. The ſoil is 
admirably well adapted to the climate, 
being of a looſe ſandy texture; it receives 
and imbibes a much greater quantity of 

water than it otherwiſe would do, by 
which means the powers of vegetation 
are remarkably invigorated, and capable 
of producing every thing in great abun- 
dance, either as neceffaries or luxuries of 
life. Indeed, ſterility in this place is a 
great ſtranger ; and we have not the leaſt 
doubt, that when the police do effectually 
drain the ſwamps and clear the woods, 
this refidency will vie with the reſt in ſa- 
lubrity and advantages to the honourable 
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The water in general uſe is light, pure, 
and taſteleſs, the beſt criteria of its good- 
neſs: neither have we obſerved any incon- 
veniences ariſing to thoſe, who from 
neceſſity or choice are obliged to drink 
water without the admixture of wine or 
ſpirits. This is a circumſtance that very 
rarely occurs in India, but can be verified 
by a great variety of examples. From 
the obſervations already made, we ſhall 
(by taking a retroſpective view of the 
whole, and by bringing them into one 
focus relate the ſymptoms of the parti- 
cular diſeaſes alluded to, with the method 
of cure. 
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General View of the bilious Fever, bepatic 
| Flux, and Hepatitis. 


IN the firſt part of this work it 135 

been N 5 75 by a ſhort and ſuccinct 
account of the climate, &c. of each ſet- 
tlement, that the diſeaſes peculiar to them 
are fimilar in their fundamental origin ; 
and, by a juft compariſon of the air, 
ſoil, and ſituation of the different preſi- 
dencies, we do not find fach an effential 
difference ariſe as is common to places 
geerraving ſimilar parallels which are fity- 
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ated without rhe tropics ; but this cannot 
b de a matter of ſurprize, as we are all 
converſant with the prevailing winds* 
in theſe circles, which will fully clear up 
any difficulty of reaſoning that may occur 
on this ſubject—conſequently then (as 
appears by recitals) there is ſo great a 
fimilitude in the natural cauſes of climate 
and ſeaſon, allo in the diſpoſing cauſes, 

_ exerciſe and diet, concurring with habits © 
and conſtitutions particularly ſubjected 
to bilious complaints, which by repeated 

attacks are rendered more ſuſceptible and 
irritable, the effects of medicine more 
wavering and precarious, the diagnoſtics 
varying, and the patient tired with ſtrug- 
gling againſt diſeaſe. By this we ſhall 
readily perceive the great trouble that 
ariſes in executing the curative part, of 
diſtempers. Men of ſtrong rigid fibres, 
and valetudinarians are excecdingly liable 
in the hot dry months to ſevere bilious 
fevers ; the former are always expoſed to 
the dangers of putridity, and ſuffer very 

much from the effects of the diſeaſe, 
which too frequently terminates in viſ- 
ceral obſtructions. | | 


Thoſe 
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Thoſe who are accuſtomed to indiſpo- 
Fe. very rarely, on the firſt approach 
of their complaints, have any evident 
putrefactive ſymptoms; though ſome- 

times the inflammation runs more high 
than we naturally expect from conſti- 
tutions familiarized with diſeaſe, reſolved 
and relaxed by being ſo long accuſtomed 
to heats and moiſture. Now we obſerye, 
that if this inflammation in ſuch reduced 
| habits is not duly repulſed, in the laſt 
| ſtage of the diſeaſe, the putrefaction will 
firſt attack the bowels and then become 
general; the patient, unable any longer 
to exiſt under ſuch circumſtances, . will 
die. It may appear extraordinary, that 
men of ſtrength and great vigour of con- 
ſtitution, unimpaired by ſickneſs, ſhould 
be ſo liable to the fatal effects of this 
diſeaſe. Certain it is, from whatever 
cauſe it may proceed, that the rapidity _ 
and ſtrength of the diſtemper is always 
moſt violent in robuſt habits. 


| Females, children; and all thoſe who 
are of a lax and delicate texture, are 
ſeldom haraſſed with the effects of bilious 
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fevers, neither are the ſymptoms in theſe 
fort of patients ſo inveterate or alarming. 
There is one circumſtance claims our 


is always more or leſs attendant on bilious 
attacks in the female ſubject. If the 
fever has made its approach on or near 
the time of the menſtrual evacuations 
| (which 1 is the caſe four times out of five) 
and either ſuppreſſes or prolongs that 


unleſs relieved by copious bleeding and 


if it becomes violent, which often hap- 
pens to married women, then it claims 
our particular attention for relief; other- 
wiſe the patient will inevitably fink with 


plethora, We have known two remark- 
able caſes occur from the changes 
wrought in the human frame by this 
diſeaſe, viz. the one an elderly lady, who 
had, by the courſe of nature, not been 
ſubjected to the menſes for many nionths : 


555 cuation, 


diſcharge, the event 1s generally fatal, 


9 feminine medicines. It is not adviſeable 
to reſtrain the complaint too haſtily, but 


debility, as in the other inſtance with a 


bs 


the other, a maiden lady, who had by a 
former illneſs been deprived of this eva- 


particular attention on this head, which 


OY 
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cuation, and felt little or no inconveni- 
ency from the ſappreſſion, though daring 
_ this interval of two years, ſhe wicd her- 
ſelf to the lancet, three or four times ia 
twelve months, more, we are induced te 
conjecture, rom caprice than necellity, 
as the was remarkably healthy. In both 
. theſe caſes the diſcharge at firſt became 
very alarming, but after the fever took 
place and ran for two or three days very 
high, then the menſes gradually ebbe . 
away, the ſymptoms of the fever became 
moderate, and it terminated in a remit- 
tent, Which was cured by ſmall portions 
of the bark, with the addition of a little 
ſaffron. The fortner patient had not any 
more appearances of the like nature, and 
the latter continued to be very * 
GO in ſmall quantities. 


From theſe remarks we are-inclined to 
conjecture, that bleeding in the firſt part 
of the diſeaſe is abſolutely requiſite. If 
our practice was confined to females under 
ſuch predicaments, we are conſident it is 
always neceſſary; but with men, whoſe 
5 more * and active, and who, 
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buy very eſſential differences in regimen, 
are more open to the ſeptic tendency of 
this diſeaſe (unleſs under very particular 
ſymptoms) it is highly injudicious to 
make uſe of the lancet ; for although the 
ſtrong tenſe pulſe with laborious breathing 
may indicate the neceſſity of this evacu- 

ation, and the patient feels himſelf more 
light and eaſy, his pulſe more ſoft and 
open, yet, in a few hours, the ſymptoms 
will be more or equally violent, and the 
patient low, feeble, and exceedingly de- 
jected, with rigors and an inſupportable 
load in the precordia, ſpaſms in the 
muſcular ſyſtem, and total ſuppreſſion of 
perſpiration. The urfne, which before 
bleeding, would be reddiſh and turbid, 1s 
now rendered in ſmaller quantities, crude 
and pale. Indeed the firſt object is to 
cleanſe the abdominal viſcera by laxative 
cooling clyſters, and afterwards the ſto- 
mach by a briſk emetic, which will gene- 
rally operate both ways. Without this 
precaution we have frequently ſevere _ 
pains in the head and breaſt enſue, 
with great heat and tenſion of the abdo- 
men; but where the emetic precedes the 
other 
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other operation, the determination 1s 
always more ſpeedy: and ſalutary. A fre- 
quent repetition of theſe methods is 
uſeful to clear the alimentary canals of 
putrid, indurated colluvies, which are 
always generating during the progreſs of 
this diſeaſe. Copious perſpiration ought 
by every means to be promoted, and alſo 
the urinary diſcharge; but hot air, tepid 
draughts of diluting liquors, are highly 
deſtructive: on the contrary, the air of 
the room is to be reduced to a lower ſtate 
of the thermometer than is uſual at this 
ſeaſon, and the patient expoſed to it as 
much as he can poſſibly bear, until he 
complains of being chilled. Small and 
frequent draughts of ſubacid diluting 
drinks made very cold by the application 
of nitrous water, are not only very grate- 
ful to the ſick, but productive of very 
ſalutary advantages. In the decline of 
the diſeaſe the patient is to be ſupported 
with light nutritive diet, and a little ge- 
nerous madeira, acidulated with the juice 
of freſh limes, or red port with water. Old 
hock, when not adulterated (as is ſo com- 
monly practiſed) with ſugar of lead, is 
ES | a 
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a pleaſant and cooling drink: but as we 


have ſo many liquors equal, if not ſupe- 
rior to it, ſurely at can never be adviſeable 


to run the leaſt able: of adding fatal dry 
cholics and paralytic attacks to the cata- 
— of diſeaſes. = | 


The particalar indications which re- 


quire bleeding are to be minutely attend- 
appt and no time is to be loſt in taking 


a few ounces of blood, and repeat- 
ing it as the neceſlity of the ſymptoms 
urges, always obſerving not to be too 
Hberal at-one time, with the evacuation, 
for fearof ſinking your patient too low. A 


ſtaring wildneſs of the eyes, with inflam- 


mation, an aptneſs'to action, and inat- 


tention to the people about him, with 


low ſmall pulſe, and a heavy pain in the 
hepatic region, are the prognoſtics that 
require the lancet ; and if by the firſt five 


Or ſix ounces of blood drawn we do not 


find the pulſe riſe and more full, with a 
little decreaſe of the other fymptoms, it 
will be adviſeable to repeat it. Should 
the patient after the firſt bleeding become 
ae and — by no means repeat 
the 
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the operation, but have; ſpeedy recourſo 
to the former methods, applying a large 
bliſter on the hepatic region, and conti- 
nuing it until the comatoſe diſpoſition 
wears off. In the decline of theſa com- 
plaints, if nauſea takes place, with dizzi- 
neſs, a liſtleſſneſs, and drowfineſs, it ge- 
nerally terminates in the hepatitis: on 
the contrary, if griping, with alternate 
heats, chin. tenſion and pain in the ſar- 
nemius muſcles ſuceeed, 
it is a certain preſage of the bilious flux, 
which, as the hot ſeaſon wears away, and 
the atmoſphere begins to be moiſt and 
damp, with frequent ſhowers, is ſeldom: 
cured until the colder months have: n 
vailed for ſame. n N | 


Should the 0 be Grelonabla and 2 
healthy, and very few ſuffer by the intenſa 
heat, &c, yet, at the breaking up of the 
rains putrid bilious feuers and fluxes will 
be prevalent; and it is at this period alſo 
that the liver is ſo much affected, and 
breaks out in ſuppuration, or hepatic con- 
ſumption - the moſt pitiable of all diſeaſes 
that are inflicted on the human ſpecies. 
ans The 
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The flux which prevails at theſe times | 
1s dangerous and alarming, the evacua- 


tions being much too large for nature to 
ſupport, without the effectual adminiſtra- 
tion of medicine. The preluding ſymp- 


toms of this ſpecies of bilious complaints 


are variable in different ſubjects; and by 
being thoroughly acquainted with its 


different modes of attack, we ſhall not | 
only have a much clearer view 'of the 


enemy, but be able to repulſe him with- 


out any conſiderable loſs of ſtrength, &c. 
This diſeaſe, like the bilious fever, is moſt 
fatal to the robuſt and healthy; if they 


are ſo fortunate as to recover, it will re- 
quire mich time and care to re-eftabliſh 
their conſtitutions; indeed, ſo pernicious 


are the conſequences, that many continue 


to have a weakneſs en them, and on the 
1 


leaſt irregularity are ſubject to ſlight at- 
tacks of the ſame diſeaſe, which, accord- 


ing to the length of time that the latent 
principles have been accumulating, or 


the quantity of exceſs committed, are 


ſhort or long, mild or ſevere : but in thoſe | 
of weak and lax fibres, and of an irrita- E 
ble habit, the . is more lenient 


5 , and 
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and leſs alarming, the ſymptoms not ſo 
complex and variable, and the firſt aſſault 
leſs oppreſſive and burthenſome. Theſe 
patients have but a ſmall degree of fever- 
iſh heat attending on the complaint, the 
nauſea not very irkſome, the ſpaſms remit 
. 4 not intolerable, the tongue not 

h cruſted with whitiſh or yellowiſh 
buff, the breath not very fetid, yet the 
gripings in the firſt paſſages are continual | 
and ſevere, the ſtools putrid and watry ; 
it is ſeldom after the firſt or ſecond. 
motion that any knotted feces are void- 
ed; and, in the ſecond ſtage, the ſtools 
are not excrementitious, but mere waſh- 
ings of the inteſtinal canals, mixed with 
greeniſh or yellowiſh bile. The prelude 
to death in the laſt ſtage of this com- 
plaint, is when the motions are black and 
very putrid, ſometimes mixed with fila- 
ments from the internal coats of the 
bowels, the 1 urining is excruciatingly pain- 
ful, and of a very green and yellow hue, 
voided in ſmall quantities, and not tur- 
bid. To this melancholy detail may be 
added the deleterious ſtate of the patient's 
: mind, 1 with „ and a low tremb- 
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ling intermitting pulſe, returning with 
feeble efforts to regain, its velocity, then 
again with more enfeebled remiſſions, 
N ſtarting and ſtruggling with the remain- 
f ing ſparks of vital flame, the patient ſud- 
denly feels himſelf relieved, becomes 
drowſy, and ſinks under theſe various ca- 
lamities into eternal ſlumber. Men of 
an athletic frame and rigid fibres have all 
this train of maladies. to combat with, in 
5 a much greater degree; for (although it 
cannot be mathematically deduced, that 

the ſtrength of the diſeaſe is par with the 
vigour of the afflicted) this is an obſer- 
vation of ſo long a date, and ſo univer- 
ally acknowledged, that it would be 
preſumption to controvert theſe ſenti- 
ments, particularly when daily practice 
Wi the: in of this declaration. 
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The 1 or - fugor, which is 18 con · 
ſtant in the laſt termination of this diſeaſe 
in. the delicate habit, is always a mare 
early. viſitor. in the robuſt, and requires 
plentiful: bliſtering to remove it. The 
lancet we have withheld. on theſe, aca. 


fions, judging that it inthe great Male 
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in the ſtomach and bowels which is the 
immediate cauſe of this fymptom. "Now, 
if after plentiful evacuants, there ſtill 
remain theſe ſymptoms,” then it is adviſe- 
able to take away eight or nine ounces of 
blood, leſt ſome hemorrhage ſhould fol- 
low, and reduce the patient to the loweſt 
ebb before we are aware of the conſequen- 
ces. Frequent lenient purgatives, affiſt- 


ed with calomel, ſoap, and rhubarb, are 


always ſerviceable, and promote the ex- 
pulſion of putrid bile and fæces; but 
draſtic purges, ' unleſs in very ſluggiſh 
habits, are prejudicial and baneful, and 
ought always to be uſed with the greateſt 
eircumſpection. Dry air and cloathing; 
with particular attention- to cleanlineſs, 
are great reſtoratives in this diſeaſe, 
therefore all conveniences ſhould have'a 
- portion of water in them to prevent the 
_ effluvia diffuſing throughout the room, 
and ſhould be well cleanſed immediately, 
not being permitted to be left for further 
occafion. Withont theſe very neceſſary 
precautions, the patient and every one elſe 
will be exceedingly incommoded, and 
Sure very liable to — of the diſeaſe. 
The 
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The toom ſhould be kept copl, and, ALY, 
frequently ſprinkled with a little vinegar, - 
or, what. ig better, a few branches of freſh. 


limes may | be hung up, and, remayed, every, 


two.orthr ee days „ 48 the, exigencies of the 


caſamay require. As there. is ever a great 
emptineſs in the ſtomach and bowels, 
mall draughts, of congee or panada, with 
ret wine and lime juice to make it agree- 
able, may be frequently and fafcly.uſed ;, | 
during; the indiſpot ition not any, animal 
food can be allowed ; turnip water, or, 
what. 15 to be preferred, marmalade. made 
by adding a ſufficient. quantity of rice 
flour to the, ſoft pulp « of boiled, turnips, | 
formed to 4 good conſiſtency. with, the 
Juige of this vegetable, is a moſt. pleaſing 
ang. nutritive diet, and never (excepting 
in..caſes of long ina mition, or great ſto- 
machic feebleneſs) produces the leaſt 3 
uneaſineſs or fatulency, In this inſtance 
the corr ectors are a little flour of muſtard 
mixed with the e Whole, or a few cloves, 
which ever may be moſt, agreeable. In - 
the .convaleſcent.. tate, piſh- paſh and 
chicken gruel, with ſmall draughts, of 
Fea, diet and aten are ta bel had re 
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courſe to, obſerving as rather, c on the 8 
abſtemious fide, th no erwiſe. 1888 | PO 


As the external air at theſe times al- 
way 'S affects the patient's abdomen, and 
0 — him chilly, 'v with thrilling! pains in 
the umbilic cal region, we direct a piece 'of 
flannel” to be worn during the illneſs. 


This application, however trivial it may ; 
appear, 18 productive of the greateſt be- 


nelits, by warming and invigorating the 
abdomen, which facilitates' the periſtaltic 
motion "or the bowels, and bring son a 
gentle ' generous. Perſpi ration. : As tlie 


[4 [Ti 


Fare wear away, | the flannel ma 5a 
be left off, and changed 1 to e 5 | 


that alſo gradually omitted. 


1240 


After all the turbulent ſymptoms are re- 
| moved, and the patient gathers fleſh and 
: ſtrength, it will be neceſſary to make uſe 
of a ſea bath, which will revive the ſpirits, 
brace and conſtringe the muſcular ſyſtem, 
and add firmneſs and elaſticity to the dif- 
ferent organs. The only care requiſite i is : 
to avoid taking, gold; and, if A, coſtive 
bah eee te rhubarb and ipe- 


E 2 cacuanha 
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cacuanha may be adminiſtered, once or 
twice a-week. 


4 


f He 


Bb”: bs had frequent opportunities of 
remarking the courſe of this bilious flux 
on board the honourable Company's 
ſhips, and alſo in thoſe gentlemen in 
Indja, whoſe nautical employment keeps 
them much at ſea. To thoſe few who 
frequent the Malay coaſt, and reſide long 
in their poſts, theſe complaints are parti- 
cularly prejudicial, and they always re- 
quire a greater length of time to recruit 
their conſtitutions, and a frequent re- 
courſe to ſaponaceousand rhubarbaric lax- 
atives, to check the progreſs of accumu- 
lating diſeaſe, and prevent thoſe relapſes 
which, without the greateſt care and at- 
tention, will inevitably follow, and how- 
ever light and well the patient may feel 
himſelf after theſe returns, yet they bring 
'on ſuch univerſal debility and relaxation, 
that the conſequences are ever to be 
dreaded. Therefore it is adviſeable, | 
whenever a yellowiſh hue of the eyes, or 
{light twitches in the muſcles of the legs, 
attended with vagrant pains in the bo w- 
8 | els, 


Aa 
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els, : languor,  &c. take place, to apply 
freely lenient and oleaginous laxatives, 
until the ſymptoms are done away, and 


then endeavour to ſtrengthen the ſtomach, 
Kc. by cordial aromatics, and, if no fe- 


veriſh heat hangs. about the habit, the 
bark with claret will be beneficial, ſome- 
times adding a ſmall quantity of freſh 
lime juice to make the draught more plea- 
fant and fit eaſier on the ſtomach. It is 
worthy our very. ſerious remarking, that 
the diſeaſes infecting the Malay ports, 
viz. Rhio, Tringana, Selangoa, Quielah, 
do invariably in their effects deſtroy the 
ſtamina of the conſtitution; and there are 
but very few inſtances occurring to us, 
that can be held forth to controvert this 
opinion. The remnants of the diſeaſe 
infeſt the habit ſo long, that the cure will 
ever be very precarious, the ſymptoms 
aſſume a different face, and the ſeat of the 
complaint is not two days together inva- 
riably the ſame. This muſt be produc- 


tive of perplexity to the phyſician, and 


great anxiety to the patient. The moſt 


| ſucceſsful mode. that has hitherto been 


practiſed, is to remove the ſick frequently 
e ba. 


* * 1 
e 
— 


/ 


54 88517 ESTSY 0 N 
from place to place, 3 always pteferring a 


Hilly ſituation as the molt defirable.” le 


change is to be promoted às ſoon 4s tlie 


Patient can, without any riſque, Beaf te 


fatigue of hid journey. Nutritive, vege⸗ 
table, and farinaceous diet; with 4 {mall 
portion of medicine, generally compleats 
the cure. This method of practice is 
very ſeldom ſo effectual to thoſe Kaden 
who are conftatit reſidents on the conti- 
nent: on the conttary, we find that ſhort 
ſea voyages, and abſtemious- living on 


board of ſhip, does always anfiver * 


#45 af #85 


moſt 145 e 


- e 1 * 1128 
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We have HW given 4 Felchen aan 


tion of the bilious fever and flux; it 


remains that we deſcribe the third {ecies 


of bilious di ſcaſes, which ſometirnes origi- 
nates from the former complaints” being 


ill cured; or by rapid d Progre les of light 


indiſpoſition, it at once tixes itfelk in the 
liver, haraſſes and tortur es the lng zering 
patient with the Utmoſt extfemity of 
pain. This complaint a appears to be Tittte 


known in Practice in the northern. parts 
OF Europe; and before 1 we proceed ta the 
x general | 


1 
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general view, We beg de ee in ſert the 
ſubſtance of br, Cullan's Sure on this 
ſubject, which, perhaps, may net bg in 
every gentleman s poſſeſſion. The labor 
rate lecture not only ſhews abe erte. 
neſs of his diſcernment, but reffscts the 
nn enemiur 8 his Fer en | 

20064 * Lav found. it (ays che N Decke 
extremely diffcult to form g characfer of 

this diſeaſe, ſuch ap would apply in all. the 
yarigty of caſes that may, cur. Mhen- 
ever the characters that J have laid down 
are all pueſent, there will he no doubt rela- 
tive to the diſeaſe; but it is only. by 
taking them in combination ; for, when 


taken ſeparately, thece 4 18 hardly any: one 
ſtrictly decidive, and determinate. , The 
firſt, part of the character, after the py- | 

; rexia, I ;haye, termed. hypochongris:, dextri 

tenſis M dolor.: Theſe ae the moſt certain 

| ſymptoms-of hepatitis hut there is & fal- 

lacy herein - two. reſpedts: the fipſt is, 

that the liver extends ſo far, into the hy- 
; pochondrium, even into the left fide, and 
if this portion happens to be affected we 


"8 — judge merely from 
the 


* 
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the ſeat, it being in the right ſide, we ex- 


clude the liver, and even the pain alone 


| ſeated in the right hypochondrium will 


not be deciſive 25 may either be an af- 
fection of the ſtomach, or of the colon, 
there contiguous to the liver. And we 
will not give a much more certain deter- 
mination from conſidering the ſtate of 
the pain, ſæpe pungens obtuſus. When the 
membrane of the peritoneum extended 


over the contiguous ſurface of the liver, 
is the part affected, it exactly reſembles, 


in its appearances, the pleuriſy, for it is 
ever attended wich a ww aoerd 15 _ 


ing 15 * 


4 


185 1 knew a OY wh had, For ſeve- 


6 ral times, been treated for a pleuriſy, 
and dying of another diſeaſe, upon open- 
ing the body no adhæſion in the pleura 


was found, but a portion of the liver was 


ſtrongly attached to the peritoneum, and 
with the marks of former inflammation. ; 


'You will ſee in writers, as in Sauvage, a 
pleuri tis bepatica et hepatitis pleuritica. The 
diſtinction is of no great conſequence, 
the practice being much the ſame; but it 
5 | 1 1855 may 
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may proye an inconvenient miſtake with 
reſpect to the iſſue, Which in the bepatic 


caſe is ↄften by ſuppuration, and Where 


this happens it way lead to a very diffe- 
rent practice, if we do not diſtinguiſh the 


ſeat by the pain nene Punzen els ob. 


2 


Tu . 1 1 s 
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i As to the ps op EE. wy Jum | 


munhumeri. dextri, which has been conſi 1- 
dered as a pathognomic in the caſe, of 


hepatitis, ſame have explained i it by a = 


nection of . nerves. that give occaſion t 
this. Af; it were, necelſary, I could 975 


that this is not applicable, and there is a 


* 


much mere ſimple egplanation wher 


Maren 


the liver is inflamed. in its convex pa 
and makes an accretion with the .contign- 


ous diaphragm, the weight of the liver | 


pulling. it down gives a pain: that is only 
felt at the fixed extremities, at the tla- 
vicle or point of the ſhoulder, as Sauvage 


has explained. But tis not the patheg- 


nomic required: 'tis confined to the caſe 
of accretion of the diaphragm, and tis 
Ny ambiguous 1 in this reſpect, that it in ſome 
. os MPS, an inflamed mediaſtinum. 


Another 


3 


1 
1 
1 
1 
I's ? 
[| 


it Gröden 
Antfer mark 'bf che heßatitis 1s the- 
hut in piu, laruis difciliy: - this, 
1 eee, aa, RY; k g wg: 
= ; in conſequemce ef the='ageretion 
EE: | of the liver to the pelitoneum of the right 
fide," and whef tfiö bulk and Weiglit are 
„ conſiderable, then the lying upon the 
Ill. | other. ade gives pain and tears the parts; 
ll t Where the weight is not tonft rably 
| Gt” the cubirils in An im may be 
13 e eaſ. y. The following mp 
1 | toms, the 40 pred ig bs ficta,” 37 . 
205 all chara ers 1 51966 the 
Sele; 3 ut none -ap b 
rately : Fi 1 5 Hefe e. | 


ave placed, 


fying the different caſes, and WIHre vr or. 
'chatadters, ; are elbe les compleat,” IJ 
| think it of conſequente to point nk 
From the circumſtances taken. fin 
cannot judge, but from them all i-th 
together WE, ; may be ſomewhat  Kepre ; 
perhaps.there will: be in in ſome c 


in ſome cales doubts 
remaining; HH PF Kr not been able to : 
e, hy a Sth 


3111 10 9011825 8 3 
by \ * % 28 13 


# 


46 . 615 d of to means of 


2 a the exiſtence of this' diſeaſe, 
1 


* 


ts down fepbrüb, Inti whites TEE 


as 4826 4 (BEG BY. 
1 hut Witt you to cohpafe che hre. 
ters 1 hate given With thefe af Shuvage 
nl Elan, and 50u 14 ſee? WHät' is 


elpeclally to be attended to. 'Befidss'this | 


character Vogel mates ati addfriöf': lie 


Pen alum tejetiie. , It Has been very co 
mon in mot practital writers, anch it thay 


be bold ind 145 rejett ir as a fymptom, 
Ithe coker reit faveſcens). 


I ſah briefly, 
that it Has Pracbeded upon this, that the 
Hepatitis! * Re frequiently ſymptomatic 
| ; and We know that 
the, in warm climates, ſeldom take place 
Withour" affecting the liver more or lefs. 


Bat it is not owing to that, but to'4h6- 


ther effect the Reue; if they inte 
4 Felton eodour of Hef, it is not a ſymp- 


tom of hepatitis, but with this combl- 


mation of ketvittent fehr; ank lo it did 
AN, 7 5 enter ines th chatakters of 


* 


Hon, as Siven be 27 55 ml Wig 
tom a mz Hut \ an Swieten himſelf has given 


bat 
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* 


up the point, and has added the reaſon 
why no ifterus can appear from the irri- 
tation of thoſe matters that are not 
changed into bile, and that it is only in 
conſequence of re- abſor ption that icterus 
appears; and therefore it is not merely 
from obſtructions of the extremities of 
the hepatic arteries. that an icterus can 
ar iſe, but from an obſtruction of the 
vena portarum it cannot: and there are 
1 innumerable inſtances of the idiopathic 
hepatitis without any ſuch ſymptom; and 
the only caſe that gives ambiguity 1 is in 
N the remittent fever, and there is not pro- 
= | perly jaundice. However, we muſt add 
| With Van Swieten, that there is a caſe of 
| a hepatitis, where if the inflammation of 
the liver is in its convex part, in that por- 
tion contiguous to the gall- bladder, there 
the inflammation may be communicated 
to the biliary ducts, or by its ſize may 
compreſs theſe ducts, and have the · effects 
of a calculus, and produce the jaundice . 
but that is not properly to be conſidered 
as a ſymptom of the hepatitis. . 
other ſymptom that Van Swieten adds, 
| the vom. bilis : 2 will not deny that the 
irritation 
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irritation- of the liver by inflammatiofi 
may promote the ſecretion of bile; bur 1 
find it very little taken notice of by wir 
tical writers, and it is by no means a ne- 
ceſſary conſequence, and both the vom, 27 
dejecł. bilis per alvum are very rare, and of 
no uſe in 1175 character. — 
Roy Next to its thicory* let me add a few 
words with a view to its diſtinction. Dr. 
Boerhaave gives a piece of theory, that 
the obſtruction producing inflammation 
may occur in the extremities of the vena | 
porta or arteria hepatica ; Nit is true 
the obſtruction may occur in either, but 
the inflammation can only ſubſiſt in the 
extremities of the hepatic arteries. There 
are not the ſame doubts here as in the 
lungs, becauſe the pulmonary artery has 
all the conditions and circumſtances. of 
an artery: but the vena porta has 
that ſingle condition of the blood flow- 
ing from the larger trunks into {ſmaller 
branches. But the coats of the vena 
porta have not been ſuſpected to be 
muſcular, ſo that there never is that. el 
„ that conftitutes inflam- 


mation. 


62 | bs vA T tens ON. 


motion. Obſtructions that ings in the 
extremities of 15 ven. port. may 8 
municated to the h e le my 
there produce ipflammation.; but tl 

ſeat of een w n at. > that 


« The hepatitis is Aftioguiſhed into 
the phlegmonic and eryſipelatous, and to 
the firſt ſpecies of Sauvage, the eryſi- 
pelatiſſa; but it is a diſtinction that is 
not founded on fact, nor admiſſible in 
theory. I gave my reaſons for this before. 
If we are right, 3 in our notions of eryſipe- 
las, that! it is owing to an acrid matter de- 
poſited under the euticle, there is nothing 
analogous to that in the ligaments of the 
liver, or in the ſecretion between that and 
the coats of the peritoneum ; and there are 
no facts or obſervations that lead to = 


& + %.* 


oe Þ x oom a hoes as well as i in "Ries for 
0 ; the two. Tann NY 83 but, 
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here; #8 have. pore of, the argument 1 
employed; 1 faid, that where the e 
chymatous inflammation. neither ſeemed 
to have occurred, and ,upo on 1 Techion, He 
abſceſs or collectiqn of pus apPeare 9 n 
the ſubſtance of the liver; yet in wk, 
nine caſes of one hundred, there Were no 
evious marks of the inflammation. It 
255 been a chronic caſe in conſequence of 
ſome. congeſtion, ſome effuſion, which 
came to the "neighbouring parts, attended 
with a, W >, and does not diſcover 
itſelf Pon e peculiar circumſta bes <of 
DL 400 therefore 1 would Bay 
that the parenchymatous inflammation 
- the liver 18 not in any caſe the qbje&t 
of our Practice as a primary inflattima- 
tion, 1 Ante 6nly to Kacki that the 
hepatitis, as in other caſes of the vifceral 
phlegn gmaſiæ gmaſiæ, may be either idiopathic of 
ſymptortiatic ; ; and, perhaps, tHe ſympto- 
matic in all caſes is the moſt fre ident, as 
a confequence of remnittent fever” Thave ave 
before explained \ (ly. theſe intermittent 
and remittent "fever 45 hat Ve ſach a remitk- 
able tendency to HE atcuttuanons 
and congeſtions 1 in 1 the abdominal viſcera, 


and 


a % 
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and moreeſpecially i in the liver and ſpleen, 

but do not enter into the conſideration 

here ; and indeed in this preſent caſe it 

is very rarely that thoſe of the liver are : to 
| be treated as inflammatory diſeaſes. | 


5 conclude hen, indent 

of remittent fever, the hepatitis appears 

as an idiopathic, the cure is the ſame as 

that of the other abdominal diſeaſes, | 

by bleeding, purging, bathing, bliſter- | 
ing, &c. With reſpect to the ſymptomatic 
cafe, I have only to add, that, when re- 
mittent fever, is as a fever cured, or when 
its violence is at leaſt conſiderably abated, 
nothing is more common than for a con- 
geſtion, (and indeed many ſymptoms of 
an inflammatory ſtate) to remain affecting 
the liver. We have lately learnt from the 
gentlemen practitioners in the Eaſt- Indies 
of what we would not otherwiſe have 

- thought of, that the uſe of mercury in 

conſiderable quantities is the only effec- 
tual means of diſcuſſing the congeſtions 


that remain in the liver.” | 
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We now ſhall proceed to our general 
view of the hepatitis, without any com- 
ments on the former quotation, adhering 
ſtrictly . to the ſymptoms of this diſeaſe, 
and its various progreſſes, whether ariſ- 
ing (as before taken notice. of) from the 
effects of other diſorders, or originating 
mm latent and dormant ſymptoms, which 
have not much incommoded the patient, 
until the diſtemper being fully matured, 
breaks out in a moſt complicated and 
fatal manner. Peculiar to the diſeaſe is 
the method of cure; and whether it is 
created (which 1 is often. the caſe) by. Ve- 
nereal taints, or the effects of a long 
courſe of mercury (reſolving and deſtroy- 
ing the ſtamina of the conſtitution). or 
from a combination of viſceral complaints 
that have a natural tendency to form ob- 
ſtructions in this viſcus, or by whatever 
cauſe created, the method of practice is 
very nearly the ſame ; ſo that the young 
practitioner will not be obliged to ſeek 
for a remedy applicable to every ſymptom 
of the diſeaſe, which by their number 
and different poſitions, may induce him to 
, =" NANCE reſpecting the certainty 
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of it, and lead him on to adminiſter reme- 
dies that perhaps may palliate, but will 
never remove the complaint, which in 


the end does not only tend to aggravate ä 
the circumſtances, by fixing more firmly 


thoſe fymptoms of tlie heparitis, but re- 
duces the afflifted patient to ſo low a 


ſtate that the requiſite remedies without 


the greateſt precaution cannot be applied. 
To relieve him from theſe inconvenien- 
cies, it does clearly appear that we ſhould 
not loſe any time in our application of 
effectual means, either previous to, or 
immediately after the general evacuations, 


as the exigencies of the caſe may require, 


always calling to our recollection that the 
more fpeedy the remedy, the more certain 


is the ſucceſs. Indeed, with ſuch habits 


of body as have fallen to our portion of 


practice, in the Eaſt- Indies (aſſiſted to 


diſſolution with the continual powers of 


a climate not adapted to European con- 


ſtitutions) we muſt be precipitate and 
determinate in our proceedings, otherwiſe 
the patient will fall. However extraor- 
dinary this mode of practice may appea 
yet the ſucceſs of the * does fully 

evince 
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evince the judiciouſneſs of tlie proceed- 
ing: for without incurring - the cenſure 
of vanity, we flatter ourſelves we may 
indulge the epithet, when nineteen pa- 

tients out of twenty recover. The effects 
of ſevere indiſpoſitions to which Europe- 

ans in the Eaſt-Indies are peculiarly 

liable, are too often productive of viſceral 
obſtructions, particularly in the liver; 

and as the patient in this caſe is conſe- 

Auentty conſi iderably reduced, we are to 
be Cautious in the application of medi- 

cines, drawing a parallel between this 
ſitüation and the other that was before 

related. A man in the full meridian of 

health, who has (without being able to 
aſſign any cauſe) a ſadden attack of the 

diſeaſe, will require larger and more fre- 
quent evacuations, with a more liberal 

uſe of mercury, than the feeble and ener- 

vated, who are brought to a very lo ebb 
of ſtrength by other complaints, with this 
difference, that the latter do not require 

much bleeding, bliftering, or purging, 

but an immediate mercurial courſe. On 
the other hand, the former will ſtand in 
need of all thoſe remedies prior to the 
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uſe of that mineral, unleſs the pain in the 
hepatic region is very ſevere, with a ſmall 
quick and tenſe pulſe, flight hectical 
cough, with partial inflammation of one 
or both eyes, but generally confined to 
the right: in this caſe, ſaponaceous mer- 


curial medicines are to be freely uſed, 


the lancet and other remedies reſtrained, 


until the ſymptoms abate. The reduced 


habit ſeldom has the complaints before 


recited, but a tenſe and rather full pulſe, 
with vagrant pains in the right ſide of 


the thorax, extended to the clavicle, with 
quick reſpiration on the leaſt exertion of 
the body, alſo dry parched hot kin, and 
various other complaints which will be 


related in the chapter treating of the diag- 
noſtics of this diſeaſe. Here the mercury 
may be ſafely and freely given in ſmall 


quantities, rather as an alterative than 
.otherwiſe, becauſe in this caſe the event is 
more favourable, than procuring large 


drainings from the ſalivary glands ; opium 


and camphor may be joined to abate the 
pain, which by leſſening the ſtimulus, 
will oftentimes cauſe a perſpiration to 


break out, and afford the patient amazing 
| "TO IE; 


, 
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relief. The extremes of heat and cold 
are to be carefully avoided, and, if poſſi- 
ble, the atmoſphere of the room is to be 
kept to an equal ſtandard: gentle ex- 
erciſes of reading, walking, &c. are amuſ- 


ing and beneficial. On no account ſuffer 


any errors of diet to be indulged, for the 
leaſt exceſs in this point will create 


troubles and difficulties. Cooling light 
food, with frequent draughts of ſoftening 
emollient liquors will allay thirſt, blunt 
the acrimony of the contained fluids, and 


ſheathe the viſcera from the continual 
irritation. By guarding. againſt theſe 
particular circumſtances, we not only fa- 
cilitate the cure, but aſſiſt nature in her 
endeavours to alleviate the ſeverity of the 
ſymptoms. Females are not ſo ſubject 
to the hepatitis, and are ever eaſier re- 


-lieved. Whether this ariſes from the 


delicacy of their formation, or from the 
encreaſed menſtrual evacuation, we have 
not yet been able to determine; but, from 
the remarks we have made in theſe caſes, 
it very plainly appears, that the greater 
the flood of the catamenia, the more 


1 caſe the patient experiences; and, on a 


T4 diminution 
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diminution of this favourable, diſcharge 


(although the lancet has been freely uſed) 


we never have perceived fimilar benefits, 
ariſe, Now, if we have a patient in this, 


par ticular ſituation, and can effect na- 
ture's general intention, we ma not be 
the leaſt apprehenſive of the conſe- 


quences, but go on with the courſe, of, 


medicine until the next. flooding, which 


if natural, will do much, and make the 


cure very certain, In children, under 
puberty, this diſeaſe does ſeldom Appear, 


and then not violent: the mode of cure 


is the ſame, excepting that it is not 
neceſſary to bleed; and if the appearances 
ſhould induce the practitioner to appre- 
hend a great ſtate of inflammation, and 
in conſequence he draws four, five, or 
ſix ounces of blood, it is very rarely that 


any good effect is produced, and. we never 


haye ſeen one inſtance of this kind where 


R EDES 


bleeding. | 


The hepatitis i is not confined. to any 


particular ſeaſon or period; it is a diſeaſe 
that is peculiar to the Eaſt-Indies, for 


we have not learnt, that any thing ſimilar 
has 


— 5 
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0 has yet made its appearance in the Weſt- 
Indies, or in the ſouthern Britiſh. ſet= | 


tlements in America. The Dutch gen- 


tlemen of the faculty, at the Cape of 


Good Hope, with thoſe on the continent 
of Africa; have been ſilent on this ſub- 


ject; and although our ſettlements on 


the coaſt of. Guinea, are much infeſted 


with ſevere and fatal bilious diſeaſes, yet 


we have received no information con- 
cerning the exiſtence of the hepatitis; 
and although this complaint 1 is not con- 
fined to any limited time or ſeaſon, it has 
never. aſſumed an epidemical appearance, 


neither do we find the leaſt inconvenience 


ever follows thoſe who are attendant. on 
the ſick in any ſtage of the diſtemper, 
therefore we. preſume it is a complaint 
that does not carry any, contagious prin- 
ciples with it, conſequently the offices 
that are incumbent on thoſe who-are-in 


alliance with the afflicted may be attended 


to with pleaſure, and without the leaſt 


apprehenſion of any pernicious effects 
ariſing from their compliance willy hon 
Toctal duties, ; | 
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In the final ſtages of this diſeaſe, VIZ. 


ſchirrus or ſuppuration, the frequent 


changing of the air has moſt. amazing 


and ſalutary effects, particularly if the 


patient can by any means take a voyage 
to the other preſidencies, reſiding a ſhort 
time at each, then proceed to China, and 


reap the advantage of the cold months, 


which will generally, with trifling medical 
aſſiſtance, remove the diſeaſe, and tho- 
roughly reinſtate the patient's 8 * 


Two inftances have occurred in 8 


courſe of our practice, where the patient 


had ſuffered much by a ſevere courſe of 
corroſive ſublimate, as they informed us, 


which, on the appearance of the hepatic 


ſymptoms was immediately diſcontinued, 
and the antiphlogiſtic method ſtrictly 
followed with bleeding, bathing, &c. 
the ſymptoms Mill kept their ground, and 
could not be expelled either by medicine, 
regimen, or change of air. Thus theſe 


gentlemen lingered on eighteen or twenty 
months with a multitude of vagrant and 


moſt perplexing complaints, which ren- 


dered their lives a continual ſcene of 


2 
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unhappineſs. When application was 
made to us, their ſituation Was truly de- 
plorable; reduced by long indiſpoſition 
and medicines, they were rendered mere 
ſkeletons, their countenances were cada- 
verous, their pulſe ſmall, tenſe, and 
frequent, ſevere cough, which often pro- 
moted vomiting, and without any expec- 
toration, alſo acute pains under the 
cartilages of the ribs, oppreſſive and la- 


borious reſpiration, eſpecially when ex- _ 


poſed to cold air, inflammations of the 
eyes, lax habit of body, and frequent 
attacks of the incubus. This is a diſmal 
catalogue of complaints to be centered in 
one body, and it was a very clear poſition, 
_ that little could be expected from medi- 

cine, However, for the ſatisfaction of 
the afflicted, it became expedient to make 


uſe of ſome remedies, after enjoining 


obedience to diet, (which was entirely of 
the vegetable kind) and premiſing ſhort. 


rides in the morning, they were put under 


a courſe of phyſic, which, however fimple 
it may appear, had the deſired effect. 
This is all we ſeek for in medicine, or 
all that can be done by a more complex 

; * 
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mode of preſcribing. We judged: hat 
this train of evils had originated from a 
courſe of mercurials (which ought neyer 


ry phyſical gentleman is well acquainted 

with) and that the immediate acting cauſe 
of irritations proceeded from the weine 

of this medicine * in their habit. 


From theſe ſtated opinions we drew the- 
method of cure by adminiſtering thoſe 
remedies which have an immediate effect 

bon the active powers of mercury, viz. by 
giving twice in a day one ſcruple of com- 
mon flowers of ſulphur mixed with a 
ſpoonful of honey. At firſt this preſerip- 
tion did not ſit well on their ſtomachs, but 
brought off a quantity of frothy fluid, 
tinged with ayellowiſh hue, and cauſed vio- 
lent guſts of fœtid eructations; however, as 
there was no encreaſe of the complaints, 
the formula was continued, and in ten or 


inteſtines followed, which in a little 
; | more time moderated to almoſt the natu- 


and continued regularly curing the cure, 
| | which | 


to be uſed in hot climates, for reaſons eve- 


ral ſtate; a general perſpiration came on, 


ö 


twelve days a copious diſcharge from the 
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which was happily, eſſected in ten weclks : 


the parties remain, in 


their conſtitutiona which they; before 
accuſtomedi themſelyes iq, The firſb in- 
 dication, of; henefit recejyed: by this ap- 
plication, was the abating of the cough,. 


prone poſition, and now. was. attended 
with copious expectoration of:green. viſeid 
pus. By this we were capable of draw- 


ing the prognoſtics, which were agree- 


able to the iſſue of the caſes; after this 


cough diſappeared the pulſe was more 


regular, though fuller, than in the natural 


| ſtate, the pains of the inferior portion 


of the thorax grew leſs, the urine became 
very turbid, and depoſited a thick brown 
ſediment, they flept ſound, and their 


appetites grew very keen. The laſt re- 
maining ſymptom was the inflammation - 


in the eyes, which gradually wore away 
before the medicine was diſcontinued. 


Alter all the FRONT had diſappeared, 
_ bathing in the ſea was recommended, 


which, by giving the muſeles a quicker 


= a e tenſion 


health, though nom 
they dare not take thoſe liberties with 


which, only became. troubleſome in =. | 


"8 
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tenſion and firmneſs, enabled them the 
ſooner to recover * ſtrength. ye yg on 


i 7 * * F * \ 
| if. 4 5 8 .& 


We W now 'remurkied ine ach 
principles of the putrid bilious fever, 
hepatic dyſentery, and hepatitis; we ſhall 
proceed next to deſcribe the ſymptoms of 
each particular diſeaſe, with their method 
of cure, in their proper order, as they 
are related in this chapter. 
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ting fevers that are prevalent in the 
autumnal | ſeaſon are occaſioned By the 
hot moiſt ſtate of the atmoſphere; which 
is always predominant at tllis period in 
the Eaſt Indies, and by its duration or 
quantity of moiſture, contributes more | 
or leſs to produce theſe diſeaſes. i» Theſe 
are cauſes that ought to be well conſi- 
dered by every inhabitant, either as a 
preface to the certainty and fatality of 
the complaints, or as a Precept to the 
means of prevention; for by guaiding 
and fortifying ourfoliecaraint wes” 4 
conveniencies of ; climate:and ſeaſon,” we 
do not only mitigate the ſeverity of 
jog oi bur oftentimes prevent the 
attack. pos oy 
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| The fevers chat are > conſequent on 
this ſtate of the air very frequently are 
br and ſimilar t to thoſe bilious 

n diſorders 
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88 obe Avr 10 HD. 
diſorders that are companions of all low, 
flat, and marſhy countries. The effects 
produced by theſe diſeaſes being badly 

cured, or lurkingly ranging long in the 
habit after the material ſymptoms are 
ſubdued, are always obſtructions in the 

abdominal viſcera, but moſt generally 1 in 
the liver. Therefore, às theſe fevers 
have ſuch affinity with thloſe of other 
places, although in much higher lati- 
tudes, and the method of cure Being the 
fame, we ſhall not enter into à deſeription 
of them, but refer our reatlers to that 
moft,juſt and elaborate treatiſe on diſeaſes 
of the army, written by Sir John Prin- 
le, here the ſymptoms are ſo accurate. 
dy: and minutely deſcribed, with the me- 
thod of cure ſo judicioufly laid down, 

That it is impoſſible to miſtake the diſ- 
0 But the hereto red of 

10 Vid "WP tie 


<1} - 31197719 0 FF 
1 The puerperal fever, in the Eaſt-Indies, is al- 
ways of the putrid ſort, which is fully demonſtrated 
by the very great fœtidneſs of the diſcharges, and 
alſo by the ſudden debiJity and dejeckion which im- 
mediately- follows ; 30 therefore there is not a moment 
to be laſt. For in all putrid diſeaſes, the more early 
the  5pplication, the — probability of ſucceſs. 

| Melkeines“ 
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materially different from the other remie- 
tent fevers, oceaſioned by the animal Juiees 
deing in the moſt exalted ſtate df putie 
faction, and the ſolids unbrated; "ar 
univerſally relaxed, the fate of re patient 
is conſequently ſuſpended on a fes Boas, | 
which, if property employed, will gene- 
9 000 "wh A CEE iſſue ; but 
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nc] ada remote from gon ſea, © 


eeiſey Advances very ſpeedily to Uiffolution:./ 1 4 ; 
_ cacuartha quiekened with tartar emetie, in thedirſt 


| Kage of this diſorder, is an excellent remedy. After —_ 


the Joathing and- inclination to vomiting. are bak 

ſmall doſes of four or five grains , of ipecacuiantis | 

be adininiffered every two hours: but if, it Plüs- 

times oceurs, chat this diferder has/a reuter eff on 
the bowels than on the ſtomach, which otcalions a + 
ſevere and rapid diarrhæa, then it becomes expedient 
to uſe ipecacuanha with rhubarb, and ſmall quanti- 
ties of calomel, to deterge the inteſtines, and carry off 
the offending matter; whith this is completed, tie 
other mode is to be purſued. In this complaint ll 
have not obſerved any medicine to be more effectual 


than repeated ſmall doſes of ipecacuanha, always 


ordering a plentiful quantity of nutritive and*emot- 
lient drink, whieli will blunt the actimony of the 
contained fluids, and ſheath the alimentary canals 
from irritation. | | 
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vhen any neglect has been committed. by | | 
either of the parties the opportunity. is 


ſeldom regained, and the event too often 


fatal. This ſtate of the diſeaſe ſometimes 
ſhews itſelf in the hot and dry months, 


but is generally confined to the car icular 
heats, or cloſe of the rainy ſeaſon, when 
the human body is more liable to indiſpo- 


fſition, not only from relaxation, &c, but 


alſo from the checking of perſpiration 
by the humidity of the atmoſphere: : 


therefore we. cannot make uſe of too 


| many precautions, to prevent this 1 incon- 


veniency, but ſhould alſo uſe every means 


in our power, whenever any default has 


taken place, to promote this moſt falu- 


_tary evacuation, which. will . eſſentially 


aſſiſt nature to throw off wy e 


: morbific n matter. | 
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All ages, and both ſexes are liable to 


this diſorder, though the robuſt and the 


healthy always ſuffer more from the 


immediate conſequences, and future ef- 


fects of this complaint, than the delicate 
and infirm; and the iſſue is much often- 


er fatal in the former than! in the latter 
_ caſe. 
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caſe. The diagnoſtics are the ſame; it 


is the goodneſs of the conſtitution that 


occaſions a variation of the ſymptoms 


from higi and ſtrong to feeble and flow. 


The habit having received the principles 
of diſeaſe, which are now thoroughly 


matured, they burſt out and afflict the 
| patient in a moſt alarming and torment- 


ing manner. The pulſe is full hard and 


quick, frequently jumping and ſtarting; | 


then vibrating for a ſhort period in its 
natural ſtate, and again throbbing. as 
before; the countenance is . exceedingly 


fluſhed, and there is a remarkable florid= 


| neſs behind the ears, and along the courſe 
of the jugular arteries, ſometimes ex- 
tending to the poſterior part of the neck 


and back, great and univerſal heat m the - 
thorax and abdomen, involuntary urine, 
which is likewiſe blackiſh or of a very 


deep yellow, a coldneſs and paleneſs of 
the feet and legs, which does often reach 
to the hips, profuſe bleeding from the 


noſe, the head exceedingly hot and pain- 
ful, particularly the forehead, the eyes 


| watering, and lips convulſively trembling, | 
G the 
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the breathing laborious and very ſhort, | 
oppreſſive pain in the præcordia, the 
heart throbbing exceedingly hard againſt. 
the enſiform cartilage, with conſtant deep 
fetched ſighs; emiſſion of white frothy 
fluid from the mouth, the breath very 
hot and offenſive, ſpaſms in the muſcles, 
particularly in thoſe of the hands and 
arms, the head drooping on the ſhoulders, 
with delirious ravings and inarticulate 
ſounds; the ſkin is parched, and the 
patient refuſes to drink or take any ſort of 
fluid ; large petechial ſpots now cover the 
ſurface of the body, and are particularly. 
thick on the thorax. This 1s the favour- 
able criſis; but, when no petechiæ make 
their. appearance, and the ravings, with 
other ſymptoms are preſent, along with 
an involuntary expulſion of the fæces, 
the patient is not far from death. Now 
the ſcene is generally cloſed in twenty or 
thirty minutes, and nature gives up the 
conteſt. Theſe are the ſymptoms which 
are the inſeparable companions of the 
putrid bilious fever, and agreeable to- the 
ſtrength or feebleneſs of the patient, do 
| „ all 
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HEPATIC DISEASES; 33 
all preſent themſelves in a few hours; 
or, by a ſlower progreſs, ſtep on from 
ſymptom, to ſymptom until the routine is 
-performed, unleſs we can prevent it by a 
ſpeedy and efficacious application of re- 
medies. Es 


F 
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PROGNOSTICS II. 
CHAP. III. 


HIS diſeaſe has ſome particular 

ſymptoms that do indicate the ap- 
a of death, or determine the criſis 
to be favourable. When there are not 
any livid or inflammatory ſpots in the 
laſt ſtage. of the diſeaſe; on the breaſt, 
arms, or abdomen, we may venture to 
pronounce that death will inevitably 
follow. Involuntary voiding of the fæces 
and urine, with profuſe hemorrhage 
from the noſe, are mortal ſymptoms; 
great reſtleſsneſs, and ſtruggling to get 
up and walk, with deleterious ravings, 
are very unfavourable. Partial perſpi- 
ration with violent purging or vomiting, 
bring on inſtant death ; continual cold- 
neſs of the extremities, with inability to 
move them, 1s generally unfavourable. 
The reverſe of theſe prognoſtics are pre- 
ludes to a certain recovery, and the 

greater 
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greater the crop of petechiz, the more 
_ confident we may be of the patient's 
doing well. Copious, univerſal perſpi- 
ration, or the repeatedly voiding of great 
quantities of urine, are very beneficial 
circumſtances to the patient. Many of 
theſe prognoſtics may be applicable to 
other contagious diſeaſes, which by their 
duration or ſeverity will occaſion an equal 
degree of relaxation and putrefaction. 
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a. 0 AP. IV. 


| 7 be Method of Cure of the atria bilious 


Fever. 


I N ce cure of the bilious putrid fever, 
there are two diſtinctions to be ob- 
ſerved, which are requiſite for regulating 


the method of practice, viz. The firſt is, 


where the patient has been long lingering, 
and, having hopes of the complaints 
wearing off by abſtemiouſneſs or ſtrength 
of conſtitution, has omitted applying for 
aſſiſtance, until the diſorder is ſo far ad- 
vanced that he cannot any longer ſupport 


| himſelf under it. In this caſe we obſerve 
the diſeaſe approach by all its ſeparate 
gradations, until the ſymptoms are fixed, 


with a greater or leſs. degree of putrefac- 
tion; hence it will follow, that the mode 


of practice muſt differ from that which 


becomes immediately neceſſary, when all 
the complicated diagnoſtics make their 


appearance in the courſe of a few hours. 
In the former caſe we have time to obſerve 


the 


. 


HEPATIC DISEASES. 0 5 


the various and frequent terminations of 
the diſorder, and to adopt an application 
of remedies ſuitable to the progreſſive 
ſymptoms, which will enable us to form a 
more compact and diſtinct opinion of the 
nature of the diſtemper, and give us a 


deſirable opportunity to. encounter on 


equal terms with the diſeaſe; but, on the 
other hand, when the putrid bilious fever 
aſſumes the complicated form, and all the 
| ſymptoms are preſented in a ſhort ſpace 
of time, then not a moment can be ſpared 
to wait the iſſue of medicine or variation 
of ſymptoms. Now it becomes indiſpen- 
ſibly requiſite, as we value the life of the 
patient, to have inſtantaneous recourſe to 
powerful remedies, which are to be plenti- 
fully thrown in. The diſeaſe in this 
elevated period will not admit of any 
parleying or delay ; the poſition is a clear 
and fixed one, ſubdue it and the patient is 
| ſaved. Every mitigated period is to be 
attentively watched, that we may not for 
a moment omit the adminiſtration of me- 
dicine, to aſſiſt nature in producing ſhort 


and compleat remiſſions; when this is 


once effected, we have little to apprehend. 
64 But, 
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But, if by any imprudent omiſſion of 
embracing theſe critical opportunities, 
we ſuffer the diſeaſe to proceed on to the F; 
future more violent and encreaſed pa- 
roxyſms, in all probability the like favour- 
able criſis will not return; but nature 
in a little time will ſink with the intenſity 
of heat. From this we may readily and 
very clearly conceive how much care 
and attention is requiſite from the phy- 
ſician, and how ſedulouſſy he ought to 
remark every period and variation to 


ſnatch the patient from the jaws of 
death. 


Theſe precepts being premiſed, we are 
to proceed in the firſt place by cleanfing - 
the inteſtinal canals with lenient' emol- 
lient laxatives; on all occaſions avoiding 
any of the draſtic cathartics, which ſhould 
never be uſed, unleſs in the decline of 
1 the diſeaſe, when there ſometimes may 
1 be an uncommon ſluggiſhneſs in the 
1 habit: then perhaps it will be adviſeable 

to make uſe of the milder alvetics, which 
by remaining long in the firſt paſſages 
will promote a more copious and ſalutary 
evacuation, 
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evacuation, than thoſe medicines which 
by their greater activity ſo ſpeedily ope- 
rate. After the bowels have been cleanſ- 
ed, and the nauſea or effort to vomit 
continues, ipecacuanha quickened with 
emetic tartar, ſhould be taken, diluting 
the ſtomach plentifully during the ope- 
ration. Although this complaint indi- 
cates a ſuper- abundance of bile in the 
firſt paſſages, yet it does not always 
follow that any bilious vomiting is effect- 
ed by the emetic. Indeed, when this 
complaint has increaſed, and repeated 
emetics have been taken, it generally falls 
out as before; therefore to ſave: the 
patient a great deal of diſagreeable trou- 
ble, if the firſt emetic does not anſwer 
the deſired effect, by bringing off any 
bile, it will be more advantageous to deſiſt 
from a repetition of this method,, and 
. endeavour to relieve nature by the other 
evacuations. For this purpoſe, there is 
not any thing more univerſally ſucceſsful 
than ſmall quantities of tartar emetic 
with nitre,. made into draughts by the 
addition of ſome of the agreeable ſimple 
waters, which are to be repeated and 

| con- 
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continued until a copious perſpiration 
breaks out, or the draughts, which is 
ſometimes the caſe, pals off by the in- 
teſtinal canals. Now it is to be obſerved, 
that if neither of theſe ends are anſwered, 
and nature ſtill groans under the ſymp- 
toms, ſmall quantities of camphor are to 
be added, to lefſen the irritation and 
check the ſtimulus; by doing of which 
we generally compleat our deſires. The 
ardency of this ſymptom being reduced, 
oleaginous purges, compoſed of manna, 
fweet oil, and cinnamon water are to be 
further adminiſtered, in ſmall quantities, 
until the bowels are thoroughly cleanſed : 
but as many patients are exceedingly 
coſtive in the firſt attack of the diſeaſe, 
and the common method here will not 
produce any effect, we then give a bolus 
compoſed of five grains of calomel and 
half a drachm of rhubarb, which gene- 

rally fits well on the ſtomach ; and if the 
feces are not conſiderably indurated, will 
in a little time procure one or two coftive 
motions; ſome will have four or five 
ſtools, the latter ones fœtid and bilious; 


ſhould this event not take place, and the 
coſtiveneſs 
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coſtiveneſs remain, we repeat the bolus 
as before, and aſſiſt the patient by a 
warm oleaginous clyſter. Diſagreeable 
as this practice is, we cannot always 
ſucceed without it; for when the anus 
has been long locked up, and the inferior 
bowels loaded with hard knotty excre- 
ment, it will require more time than can 
be now allowed to remove this obſtacle. 
It will be in vain to attempt a total or 
compleat remiſſion of the fever during 
the coſtive ſtate, which feeds all the 
ſymptoms; therefore whenever this is the 


caſe, every means muſt be made uſe of to 


bring about the evacuation. When theſe 
methods have been plentifully uſed, and 
the pulſe is not at all relieved, with con- 
tinuance of the other ſymptoms, we may 
ſafely take away ſix or ſeven ounces of 
blood, obſerving to adjuſt the quantity 
either by the pulſe, or the relief the 
patient experiences during the operation. 
For if the pulſe do not riſe on the firſt 
four or five ounces being drawn, and the 
pains become more acute, we are by all 
means to deſiſt, and not venture to 
reduce the patient by too great a loſs of 
„ 1 the 
5 1 
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lf the vital fluid. Now let us remark the 
ll _ caſe ariſing from this evacuation not 
— 14 anſwering our expectations, the pulſe does 
1 not riſe, neither are the pains relieved, 
9 yet the patient has ſome tendeney to a 
il general perſpiration, which is often in- 
if 4 terrupted by a flight thrilling chillineſs. 
1 a When the other diſcharges have been 
If procured, the next great object nature 
I points out to us is, to promote a copious 
li general diaphoreſis. To anſwer this in- 
1 tention, — let it be remembered that hot 
10 ſtimulating remedies will not be bene- 
1 ficial; on the contrary, they not only 
| 18 encreaſe the torrid complaints, but plunge 
1 the patient into a variety of murmurings. 
6 Now the mild antimonials, with camphor 
1. and ipecacuanha, are to be given in ſmall 
1 quantities and repeatedly ; often aſſiſting 
I the afflicted with cool diluting draughts 
„ of barley water, acidulated with lime- 
ma juice, or juice of oranges, citrons, &c. 
„ yet, notwithſtanding, if the habit is ſo ob- 
MAE - curate as to reſiſt the effeèt of theſe ap- 
i | <2 plications, plunging the body into a tepid 
| bath of water and vinegar will certainly 
KY being on this critical diſcharge. Sickneſs 
uh 6 e and 
Fi! 4 
Wl - \ | 
ws * 
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A ad inclination to faint may ariſe fin the 
immerſion, but this is not an obje& of 
any conſideration; therefore we are not 
to attend to the entreaties of the patient, 
but perſiſt in the application till we note 
the tendency to perſpire: and although 
there may not be any viſible perſpiration 
on the body, or in the more common 
emunctories, yet we ſhall clearly perceive 
the advantage the ſick has received, by his 
| ſpirits being raiſed, his breathing relieved, 
(being now free and open) his pulſe full 
and ſoft, and in a little time a generous 
ſlumber ſucceeding. *Tis now we may 
- obſerve whether the habit has any ten- 
dency to perſpire, 1f not, when the ſleep- 
ing is over, the bathing muſt be repeated, 
continuing the medicines every half hour 
or hour. When the perſpiration is not 
fo diffuſive as is neceſſary for the benefit 
of the patient, and the complaint of rigid 
reſpiration ſtill exiſts, with periodical 
- pains in the thorax and back, the pulſe 
rather hard and tenſe, a large epiſpaſtic is 
to be applied either on the affected part, 
or between the ſhoulders : we prefer the 
former mode 9 it is not ſo very in- 


convenient 5 
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convenient to the patient, and conſe- 
quently does not break in ſo much upon 


n 


the ſhort intervals of doſing, which, in 


this ſtate of the diſorder, are ſalutary and 
reviving. If the cantharides raiſe the im- 


petus of the blood by their active ſtimu- 
lating powers, barley-water, with cam 
phor and nitre is to be liberally drank, 
to. ſheath the animal fluids from this 
common conſequence, and prevent any 
detention of urine. The ulcerations ſar- 
rounding, the abraded {kin (although very 
troubleſome) are amazingly ſerviceable, 


by draining the body of a great deal of 


acrimonious-fluid, which would otherwiſe 
lie in the habit, and be a 'freſh exciting 


cauſe to the continuance of the ſymptoms. 


During all theſe proceſſes the ſick are not 


to be indulged with any animal broths or 
ſoups, for which they naturally have a 
great and continual craving. Should 


there be any neceſſity to comply with 
theſe importunities, a ſubſtitute of thin 
ſago, or congee, with a ſmall portion of 
generous madeira, may be allowed: but 


the acidulated drinks allay the inſatiable 


* and Promote the diaphoreſis, there- 
fore 


| 3+ 
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fore there cannot be any abuſe or error 
committed, if the party complies with 
theſe rules. The bliſter may be kept open 


many days, or until the convaleſcent ſtate, 
according as the neceſſity of the caſe 


may require. When the. diſorder 1 is in 
its early period, theſe methods will bring 


on a compleat remiſſion in eighteen or 
. twenty hours; though very oftea there 
are flight intervals much earlier; but 


they are always of too ſhort a duration to 
make uſe of; conſequently when the diſ- 


order is not in the aggravated ſtage, it is 


not imprudent to wait for the compleat 


termination, by which means the patient's 
ſtomach will more eaſily bear the cortex, 
and can take a more frequent repetition 


than in thoſe ſhort intervals, where it fre- 
quently happens that the draughts are 
loathed, and cannot be retained. on the 
| ſtomach. When the cure is compleatly 
effected, the patient appears in a very fa- 
vourable light, and thinks himſelf diveſted 


of all diſeaſe. 


Theſe are flattering hopes indeed, and 
ought. not to be controverted; for the 
| effects 
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effects produced in the human body by 


1 pleaſing imaginations are always produc- | 


tive of good conſequences, by adding a 


freſh ſtock of vigour to the debilitated 


mind, which enables the afflicted to bear 
the preſent evils, and fortifies them againſt 


the future conſequences. Therefore we 
| ought always to encourage theſe pleaſing 


anticipated ideas, rather than to point 


aut the ſtate of the ſecond attack follow- 


ing the remiſſion. The inſtant we per- 


ceive the remiſſion coming on it is the 
prelude to our certain advantages, an 


opening given us by nature to remove 
and eradicate the diſorder: then we are 
to have recourſe to the bark either in de- 
coction, electuary, or draughts, adjuſt- 
ing the quantity to the ſtrength of the 
patient's ſtomach, and repeating it by the 


| fame ſtandard. . Many throw off the bark 


on its firſt uſe, which muſt not deter us 
from the continuance, though it will be 


right to add a little port wine, or thebaic 


tincture, theriaca, &c. to prevent this 
diſagreeable conſequence, for if we can- 
not make the medicine ſtay with the pa- 


tient, we are * of the 9 


con- 
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rconſequent on the remiſſion. Should this 
be the caſe; on return of the fever the ſo- 
lution of tartar emetic with nitre is to be 
more” liberally drank;” not attending to 
the degree of ſickneſs or purging that may 


reſult from it; beingiwell aſſured, if the 
patient is not conſiderably reduced that 


the effect does not afiſe from feeblenieſs of 
the ſtbmach, &. but from an undue ſez. 


cretion of bile, which drains into'the paſ- | 
ſages' and-ſtimulates the prime vie. In- 
deed this mode of practice ſeldom runs 


counter to our expectations. Now al- 
though the. firſt remiſſion has not pro- 
tluced any favourable turn to the patient, 


yet, by the uſhering in of the ſecond in- 


terval, we may plainly: diſcover a great 
many circumſtances that clearly point to 


a recovery. Brightneſs of the eyes, clear- 


neſs of the countenance, great vivacity 
and chearfulneſs, craving to eat, deſiring 
to get up, which by every means ſhould 
be encouraged, as well as the neceſſary. 


duties of waſhing, ſhifting, &c. Clean- 


lineſs is a great promoter of health, and 
there is not any thing more refreſhing to 


the ſiek than a punctual obſervation of 
. H theſe 


«.\ 
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theſe rules. We muſt here give the bark 
freely and often, notwithſtanding i it may 
be loathed a little, the patient muſt perſe- 
vere, and drink now and then a ſmall 
draught of red port, or claret and water. 
This point being gained, and the remiſſi- 
ons fully compleated, the cure will be 
ſpeedily effected, for whenever we can com- 
pel an acute or continuant fever to dege- 
nerate into a remittent, or any irregular 
form, the iſſue 1 1s generally certain and fa- 
vourable. We now proceed to that ſtate 
of the putrid bilious fever, which with all 

its combined powers invades our conſti- 
tutions, and at once makes good its 
lodgment without any prior approaches. 
Such. a very formidable and potent adver- 
ſary, that it demands our ſtricteſt at- 
tention, for, unleſs vigorouſly attacked 
on all points, it will moſt Corry Bree 
hs fortreſs. 


The patient is now brought into moſt 
imminent danger, not only by the acute- 
neſs of the diſeaſe, but by the little op- 
portunity given to repulſe and thwart the 


__ diagnoſtics, which are always very ele- 


| vated 
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vated in this ſtage of the diſorder, parti- 
cularly, if before, the patient was robuſt 
and healthy. Then we cannot avoid 


commiſſerating with the afflicted, Who), 


from a ſound ſtate of health, is at once re- 
duced to all the calamities of a moſt ſevere 
diſorder: yet ſuch is the wiſdom of the 
| Omnipotent Being, that, by permitting 
the cauſes of good and evil to be mutually 
blended, we are taught that there is not 
any ſtate of body, or ſphere of life that 
is ſecure from the attacks of diſeaſe, nor 
any man, however wretched his ſituation, 
who may not draw portions of felici- 
ty from anticipating eternal happineſs. 
The junction of ſymptoms being now 
formed, (which is verified by the in- 
numerable complaints of the patient) 
we are to be obſervant of the diſtin- 
guiſhing ſymptoms that require the 
lancet: when a ſtaring wildneſs of . the 
eyes, with redneſs, inattention to thoſe 


about him, profuſe hemorrhage from the 
noſe, proneneſs to action, pulſe low and 
feeble, pain in the hypogaſtric region, &c. 
independent of the other ſymptoms, a 
few ounces of blood may be ſafely taken 

= 2 | away; | 
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away; yet, although the whole of theſe 
diagnoſtics are, not recited, and ſome, 
of them appear to be created by other 
8 ſymptoms, yet, when there is. an in- 
flammation of the eyes, and naſal he- 
| morrhage, we need not be doubtful re- 
ſpecting phlebotomy; for the patient can 
well bear the loſs of a few ounces of 
blood, and be benefited by the evacuation. 
3 Immediately after the operation, it is ad- 
viſeable to give a briſk cathartic com- 
pounded of ſenna, tartar emetic, and rhu- 
barb, taken in, ſmall quantities, until 
ſeveral copious motions have been produ- 
ced. If the medicine is not ſo actiye as, 
expected in this ſituation of the patient, or 
5 ſhould be thrown off the ſtomach, we di- 
So realy apply the, tobacco fumigation until 
the ſtools come away freely. A tube, made 
of reeds, bound with ribbon, which is uſed 
for ſmoaking the hookar, and called a 
ſnake, is made. uſe of on this occaſion, to. 
abate the heat of the ſmoak, which with 
the common apparatus frequently. exco- - 
riates the anus, but by this addition the 
inconveniency is removed. This point 
N gained, the next Break object is to leſ- 
en 
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| N the velocity of the blood, and to pro- 
mote perſpiration. Whatever has a tenden- 


cy to relax and ſoften the external compo- 


nent parts, bids fair for accompliſhing 
this end. Bathing, as before directed, 


fumigations and fomentations of vinegar, 


very often compleat this buſineſs, when 


other methods have proved ineffectual. 


| Frequent draughts of ſaline nitrous mix- 


ture, ſometimes adding a ſmall portion 


of tartar emetic, and giving the patient 


liberal draughts of lemonade, will gene- 
rally promote the diaphoreſis, or produce 


ſhort exacerbations. In this interval a 
ſtrong decoction of bark, with elixir of 
vitriol, is to be repeatedly given to check 


the ſeptic tendency of the animal fluids, 
and procure a good remiſſion. But in 
this ripe ſtate of the diſeaſe, it is very ſel- 


dom that the circumſtances are ſo favour- | 
able; on the contrary, when the ſkin i is 
cloſed, and will not emit any moiſture, it is 


proper to make free with camphor, opium, 
cinnabar of antimony, or tartar emetic, 


(Which is believed to be the beſt of all the 
antimonial preparations) made into ſmali 
boluſſes with any agreeable conſerve, con- 


H * | tinuing | 
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tinuing the bathing with tepid vinegar, 


and ſatiating the patient's thirſt with le- 


monade, and a ſmall quantity of generous 


madeira to ſupport the drooping ſpirits 


under this heavy burthen. By carefully 
watching the afflicted, and duly obſerving 


the ſtate of the pulſe, we may often note 
a debility and ſoftneſs in its vibrations, 


l will not manifeſt itſelf ſufficiently 


for us to fix the paroxyſms; here the 


ſtrength of the ſick appears to be too far 


gone to compleat nature's intention; for 
it is not always mathematically certain, 


that the ſtrength of the diſorder is equal 
to the vigour of the patient, or that the 


remiſſion keeps pace with the torrid pa- 


roxyſms. Therefore when we have a 
diſorder to encounter that deviates from 
general principles, we muſt compleat-the 
deficiency by attention and applications, 
or ſtrike the balance by removing the ſur- 


plus. When the pulſe indicate the im- 
petus of the blood to be abated, we muſt 


not wait for further effects, but inſtantly 
embrace the favourable criſis, and admi- 
niſter the bark with red port, elixir of 
vitriol, ar both, as the ſituation of the 

ſick 
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ſick requires. Although there are not 
any inſtant proofs of an advantage reſult- 
ing from this application, yet, if we have 
a fe ſuch chances, and apply the cortex 
überally, nay, even after the pulſe be- 
ſpeaks the feveriſh exacerbation to be at 

hand, we may be confident of reaping 


great advantages from this mode of prac- 
tice: but as it is often the caſe, that alt 


our intentions are baffled by the ſtrength 
and progreſs of the diſeaſe, and we cannot 
raiſe either a perſpiration, or occaſion an - 


interval to take place, we then muſt rely 


on nature for the iſſue, ſupporting her 
plentifully with acid diluents and wine. 
Should the diſpnœa increaſe with perio- 
dical fœtid purgings and hemorrhage 


from the noſe, we then may be certain 
that death will ſpeedily follow. But if nei- 


ther of theſe circumſtances occur, and the 
patient lies ſtupid and doſing, we are to ex- 
pect the appearances of the petechiæ upon 
the breaſt, &c. which eruption is always 
exceedingly beneficial, and inſtantly re- 
lieves him. Now we have not any thing to 
fear, and but little to do, except ſupport- 
ing the habit by. ſtrengthening 1 it as much 
ä as 
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5 the ſituation of the caſe will admit. 
That will aſſiſt nature in this very ſalutary 
operation, Which, when effected, Will be 
followed at firſt by partial per ſpirations: 
and finally by very copious and genera. 
. ſweats. - During the Reer very ſmall 

Iortions of tartar emetic ſhould be admi- 
niſtered, with ſaline draughts to promote 
the Euticular eruption, and thereby throw 
the morbific matter on the ſurface ; when 
the petechial ſpots go off, and the pulſe 

is open though low, the bark is to be 

ü freely uſed, in ſuch a form as 18 moſt 

3 agreeable to the diſeaſed, continuing the 
" uſe of medicine, until the health is tho- 
roughly eſtabliſhed. When a coſtiye ha- 
bit of body comes on after the eruption, 
a gentle cathartic would be proper, and 
afterwards keep the body open, which 
can always be done by adding a little 
magneſia or ſoluble tartar to the bark. 
The great feebleneſs that ſugceeds this. 
diforder, is remedied by cold bathing and 
nutritious diet, avoiding the extreme of 
 Tepletion from eating too freely, by in⸗ 
creaſing the meals, and leſſening the 
W, which will LL eaſy. on. the 
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: * and promote the deſired effect. 
When 5 

do undergo ſome fatigue, ſhort rides on 
horſeback, in the cool of the morning 
and evening are recreative, and will con- 

derably aſſiſt to reſtore the priſtine vigour 


e patient is ſufficiently. recovered 


of the body: he may then venture to 


return to his Poets method of living, 
though it will be certainly prudent to 


guard againſt exceſſes of any ſort, leſt the 
body, by now being more irritable, ſhould 


again relapſe into the former diſeaſe, 


During the whole courſe of this ſtate | 
of the putrid bilious fever, we cannot be 


too careful in preventing the effluvia from 


the ſick being pernicious to thoſe who, 
by affinity to the patient, are frequently 
viſitors, or whoſe lot it is to attend 
on them; therefore the room ſhould be 


kept as cool as poſſible, permitting the 


air to circulate freely through it; the bed 


cloathing is to be often changed, at leaſt 


every morning, and the other convenien- 


cies are all to be well cleanſed. In addi- 


tion to all, freſh limes and fruit may be 


diſperſed about the chamber, and removed 


1 
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every other day; vinegar is to be often 
ſprinkled about the bed, and lavender or 
roſe water may be thrown on the cover- 
ing, by theſe means, if we do not deprive 
the effluvia of the infection, we at leaſt 
reduce its malignity ſo much, that the 
attendants have very little to fear. 
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"EH HA. 
of ts Symptoms of the Hepatic Dyſentery 


HE bilious flux f is often an effort of 
nature to remove and carry off the 
principles of other diſorders ; therefore, 
whenever we ſuſpect that to be the caſe, 
it demands a more confined uſe of aſtrin. 
gents, &c. for by preventing the courſe 
of the evacuation, we interrupt the inten- 
tion of nature, and hazard the life of the 
patient. Now it is abſolutely requiſite to 
be well informed reſpecting his former 
ſtate of health, whether he hath or hath 
not any good reaſon for aſeribing the 
diſorder to any. particular cauſe. Theſe 
circumſtances being conſidered, the pri- 
mary diagnoſtics are moſtly a univerſal 
laſſitude and dejection of ſpirits, heavineſs 
of the eyes, with an inclination to ſleep, 
nauſea and flatulencies, which are often 
attended with efforts to vomit, the patient 
| complains much of thirſt, yet has not any 
craving to ſatisfy it, obſtructed perſpi- 
ration, and his pulſe, during the gripings, | 
is 


8 
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is ſmall, tenſe, and feeble, but when free 
from this pain, it is rather full, hard, and 
quick ; ſometimes the patient in this ſtate 
finds himſelf not very well, for a day or 
two before the other ſymptoms appear; 
ſhould he then have aſſiſtance, the far- 
ther progreſs of the diſtemper will pro- 

bably be ſtopped. But this is ſeldom 
the caſe, becauſe the patient does not 
judge himſelf ſufficiently ill to require 
medical aſſiſtance ; the diſeaſe then ga- 
_ thers ſtrength, and creeps on to the 
more malignant and obſtinate ſtate. | He 
then ſees his error when it is too late 
to prevent the conſequences: for the 
ſymptoms having lurked about the ha- 
bit for ſome days, the flatulency in- 
creaſes, and occaſions .a great inflation 
of the abdomen, with ſevere and torment- 
ing gripings, ſometimes in the umbilical 
region, often in the left ſide, then wan- 
dering to the oppoſite, and down the 
back, until a great diſcharge of wind, or 
a motion is produced, ſhort intervals of 

_ eaſe take place, then chillineſs and rigors 
ſucceed, with the ſormer ſymptoms alter- 

nately 
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nately attacking and moving about, until 
the ſame, thing is again effected. The 
firſt ſtqols are excrementitiousandiknotty, 
with, ſtraining- and teneſmus, ſooniafter 


they became. frothy, fœtid; and'bilious, 


and excoriate the labia: of the anus; which 
is always a, cauſe of-increafing the ſymp- 
toms. by additional irritation; Hence the 
teneſmus is more vexations and: the 
ſtraining increaſing; occaſions an abraſion 
of the inteſtinal mucus, and an -oazmg: 
of the; ſęreous humour; the: ſtools: are; 
now wWatery andacrimonious, ſometimes!ay 


little frothy, and often; blended with-yels. 


low,-or., green, biligus fluid, the: gripings 
more acute, and: fixed, and in the:endbans 
effuſion of blood :follows,. with vomiting | 
of frothy... offenſive chyliferous juice. 
The countenance now grows cadaverous, 
the, patient is periodically deliriousg the: 
blood comes away involuntarily, the 
pulſe ſinks and ãntermits alternately, and 
in 2, few, hours he dies. It generally 
happens in the hepatic flux, that the ſan- 
guinary diſcharge does not ſhew itſelf; 
this WE are induced to beliere; depends: 
4 x 1 more 
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more on the ſtate of the liver, than on n any 


other cauſe ; for we obſerve, that when- 
ever there is a great heat in the abdomen, 


eſpecially in the hepatic region, with 


thick reſpiration and continual ſtrangury, 
the evacuation is much earlier changed 
into the bloody ſanies, than when theſe 


complaints are not felt by the patient, 


which fully beſpeaks the great degree of 
inflammation preſiding in the former 
inſtance; the other caſe evinces the very 


acrimonious ſtate of the bilious fluid, or, 


what is equally common, deep ſeated 


- ulceration in the liver ; for it is very evi- 


dent when there are not any external 


appearances to guide our examination 
and enquiries on this point, that we may 
be very confident of the real ſtate of the 
viſcera, by noting the ſtools, which, if 
not bloody, for the firſt five or ſix days 


of the diſeaſe, are ſeldom ſo afterwards, 


unleſs on tlie approach of diſſolution; 
when the violent aggravated ſymptoms 


have dilated the orifices of the ſanguinary 
tubes. Indeed thoſe ſtools are not to be 
deemed bloody that have filaments, or a 


ſmall coagulum of blood floating in them, 


for 
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for this may be the effect either of con- 
ſtant ſtraining, or the preſſure of indura- 

ted fœces in the rectum. We ſhall be 
the more juſtified in this opinion if the 
pain in the back is very acute and the 
heat about the anus and perineum very 
intenſe. Another circumſtance preſent- , 
ing itſelf in this caſe is, that in every 
motion, the ſtools are not exactly ſimilar. 
In the morning (if the patient has not 
been often diſturbed in the night, which 
in the infancy of the diſeaſe is not always 
the caſe) they perhaps have bloody fila- 


ments, &c. mixed with them; the reſt f 


the motions during the day will not 
produce any more inſtances. Another 
obſervation is, that the ſanguinary ſtools 
in the early period of the diſeaſe are al- 
ways very offenſive and nauſeous even to 
the patient; in the other ſtate this is 
never the caſe, the ſtools ſmelling excre- 
mental rather than otherwiſe. The moſt 
plain indication that the ſeat of this ſtate 
of the diſeaſe originates in the liver, is 
| when the ſick cannot bear much preſſing 
on the epigaſtric region, without its cre- 
ing inſtant gripings and pain: ſo that 
| when 
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| when theſe caſes odcr in the confpre-? 
henſive manner related, we cannot be. at 
a loſs for. remedies; The pathognomie 
ſymptoms of each ſtate. being ſeparated; 
the cure is: rendered more eaſy; and if 
the diſeaſo is / complicated, or appears 
without theſe apparent external cauſes i in 
hot countries; and bilious habits); we 
have every reaſon in our favour for attri- 
buting the flux to the liver, particularly 
when we reflect, that by a number of our 
own diſſections, as well as thoſe of other 
medical: gentlemen;. we have not been 
able to diſcover any juſt grounds for al. 
tering our opinions. Now if: the bowels 
were the ſole and principal ſeat of the 
diſeaſe, it is a very evident poſition, that 
ulcerations would be found in the inteſ< 
tines, with many other marks that might 
lead us te inveſtigate the ſource of the 
evil. But as in nine times of ten we 
obſerve, on opening the abdomen, that 
the liver or biliary bladder and ducts are 
diſeaſed, and the other viſcera ſound, 
it · can be no great preſumption to declare, 
that, the fource of the i GT; | 
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Men of ſtrong vigorous habits, who 
are ſuddenly attacked with. the hepatic 
_ dyſentery, are moſt commonly afflifted 
with the inflammatory. diagnoſtics, and 
on the contrary, the patients are moſt 
liable to thoſe ariſing from a wanne 
Hato of diſcaſe i in the ler. 
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of the PROGNOSTICS. 


T diſeaſes, has ſome certain indica- 
tions of the fatality of the event. The 


proofs are not numerous, but invariably 


the ſame. When the ſtrangury is con- 
ſtant, with the intenſe heat of the perine- 
um and hepatic region, and the patient 


has been often blooded, &c. without 


relief, it is a very unfavourable circum- 
ſtance, and beſpeaks ſpeedy death; it is 


alſo equally certain when the emetics 


have not produced any effect. Hiccup, 
with apthee and muſcular ſpaſms, diſp- 
nœa, and involuntary emiſſion of the 
urine are mortal ſymptoms; continual 
deſire to go to ſtool, with an unmixed 
ſanguinary diſcharge or evacuation of pu- 
rulent pus, . pulſe ſinking, and intermit- 
ting, are very clear preludes to eternity. 
The contrary of theſe  prognoſtics are 


always favourable, and proclaim the pa- 


tient's recovery. 


H E hepatic flux, like other Wg 
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CHAP. vn 
On the Method of curing the Hepatic 
PORT . | 


H ERE are two chunt be- 
fore we proceed to the cure of 
this diſorder. The firſt is, whether the 
patient was before healthy, and is ſud- 
denly attacked, having the apparent in- 
flammatory diagnoſtics: the ſecond to be 
acquainted with, is, whether there has been 
any previous indiſpoſition, or the patient 
has been by any means enfeebled and re- 
duced, or hath had any external ſymptoms. 

By attending to theſe circumſtances, the 
method of cure will be better adjuſted, 


and ſooner compleated. Let us firſt view _ 


the caſe of the robuſt ſubject. Here, as 
we before obſerved, it is attended with a 
greater or leſs inflammatory diſpoſition, 
conſequently it is requiſite to bleed ac- 
cording to the circumſtances of the 
patient, or ardency of the inflammation, 
therefore previouſly to the adminiſtering 
- : 2 5 of 
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of any medicines, fix or eight ounces of 
blood are to be drawn away, and in an 


hour afterwards a briſk cooling cathartic 
of nitri ſal polychryſt. and rhubarb may 
be given. There 1s not any thing tends 
more to the cure than well-timed repeated 
purges; if the ſtools are very bilious and 
hot, a ſecond doſe is to be taken ſoon 


after the other has done operating. But 


we generally in this bilious ſtate of the 
ſtools compound the ſecond draught or 


bolus of rhubarb, calomel, and emetic 
tartar, which always moſt thoroughly 


cleanſe the inteſtinal canals, If, after 
theſe methods the nauſea is fill cence. 


ſome, a briſk emetic of ipecacuanha and 


tartar emetic ſhould be giyer, to relieve 
nature agreeably to her own intentions; 
for whenever the bile has a greater incli- 
nation to paſs by the mouth than other- 
wiſe, we ought by all means to aſſiſt it by 


repeated tenient emetics, which will very 
much facilitate the patient's recovery. 


Such large and frequent evacuations may 


appear to be bordering on extremes, but 


it is by this means only that we ſtand any 


the 
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the fick are not ſo much reduced by the 
effects of remedies as by the ſtrength of _ 
the diſeaſe. * On the other hand, diſtem- 

pers in hot countries are much more rapid 

and fatal than in high northern or ſouth- . 

ern latitudes, and from this conſideration 

require more ſpeedy and frequent ap- 

plications. Indeed any omiſſion on this 
fide is always very unfavourable to the 
patient, and perplexing to the phyſician. 

Theſe truths being ſo univerſally allowed, 

will be a ſufficient apology for any devi- 

ation from the theory or practice of other 
medical gentlemen, reſiding in different 
climates; for the mode of cure muſt be 
comprehenſively viewed and adapted to 
the nature of the complaint. If by theſe 
repeated evacuations the gripings conti- 
nue ranging about the bowels, ſtimula- 
ting and promoting the inteſtinal diſ- 
charge, we are to lull theſe tireſome ſymp- 
toms by -opiates and emollient diluents, 
which, by blunting the acrimony of the 
contained fluids, will in all probability, 
procure relief; but, as it too often hap- 
pens in this ſtate of univerſal relaxation 
. ang — that every ſort of fluid 
5 d 
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drank liberally, or ſparingly, directly paſſes 
off by the anus, which not only increaſes 
the complaints of teneſmus and griping, 
but generates à very great quantity of 
flatus, filling the bowels, and rendering 
the patient very uneaſy. and diſagreeable ' 
to himſelf. Now, if this happens to be 
the ſtate of our patient, we aſſuredly will 
endeavour to prevent and remedy theſe 
inconveniencies, by bracing alexiphar- 
mics, which are always to be adminiſtered 
in ſabſtance, avoiding as much as poſſible 
any thin gruels, &c. Thick congee, or 
what is preferable, thick ſago without 
ſugar (though a little red port may be 
allowed with it) is to be ſipped in ſmall 
quantities, more as a nutritive kind of 
diet than as a diluent. If the opiates 
only procure temporary relief, we gene- 
rally, a after the effect of the dormitive 
potion is off, give a ſmall quantity of 
manna with ſolution of gum arabic, and 
a little cordial water to check the aſtrin- 
vency of that medicine. The griping 
and teneſmus are always the latter ſymp- 
toms of the diſeaſe, and continue as long 
as there is any ir itation in the habit, or 
increaſed 
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increaſed heat about the anus. Clyſters 
of various ſorts have been made uſe of 
to remedy thoſe evils; but, if the griping 
1s ſeated high in the abdomen they will 
have little or no effect, as not being able 
to' reach the ſource of the complaint, 
conſequently unable to redreſs it. We 
do not mean to infer from this, that clyſ- 
ters are to be aboliſhed from practice; on 
the contrary, when the ſeat of the com- 
plaint 1s within reach of ſuch methods, 
they are always. productive of the moſt 
beneficial conſequences, either by ſheath- 
ing the bowels and obtunding the fluids, 
or by promoting the expulſion of the 
morbid faeces, &c. In the former in- 
ſtance, where the griping is ſeated high, 
there is not any thing affords more per- 
manent relief than tobacco fumigations, 
which paſs through all the convolutions 
of the bowels, and are taſted in the 
mouth. Another good conſequence ariſ- 
ing from this mode i is, that they have not 
any additional quantity of air thrown into 
them, as is the caſe with a common 
ſyringe; add to which the ſoporiferous 
; quality of tobacco in this form is ex- 
"20 | * 


— __ * 


Dr 


—— 


—— 


G #2Y mo — 
—— — — — 
2 
OS 
a ew, ro 


. — 2 
—— 


1 — — 8 
— a> — e 
* a —— —— w 
nf => "ms 4 ure” ES 
— DI 2 
— at — 


— Sree PTT = 
— — — —— 


— — — — Sethe rqu acne — 
ION IP — — — 8 — 
_— x — — Sn tp Cs * — * * "Py n 
0 . 
. 


3 2 —— 
— 
— 


—— ͤ &nwä—ä— 2 
rr % 1 
— IY . « 
. - 


IF ODS —„—— 
— — — —-⅜ꝛ 


120 OBSERVAT 16 Ms o⸗n 
ceedingly great, the patient inſtantly fal- 
ling into a gentle generous ſlumber, 


which quells all his pain, and he is more 


conſiderably refreſhed than by any opiates 
we can preſefibe. Should the repetition 
of theſe methods prove ineffectual, arid 


the diagnoſtics ftill keep their ground, 
we are not only to repeat the bleeding 


with a view to abate the inflammation, 
but apply tepid bathings on the abdomen, 
thighs, and feet; revulſions ſhould like- 


_ Wiſe be made with large bliſters, guarding 
againſt the ſtimulus of the cantharides, 


by giving camphor, opitim, &c. It often 
happens that ſpacious bliſtering brings 
about very ſpeedy changes, by diverting 
the cauſes of the irritation; for this rea- 


ſon the bliſters are to be kept open as 
long as poſſible, and repeated agreeably 


to the exigencies of the caſe; barley 
Water, with camphor and nitre, chalk, 


julip, with gum- arabic, nitre and cam- 
phor, may be drank to promote the dif- 


charge of urine. Promoting perſpiration 
is now of the higheſt conſequence to the 
patient, and may generally be effected by 


1 warm —— with repeated ſmall doſes 


of 


} 
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of camphor, tartar emetic, and opium, 
ſupporting the ſick plentifully with light 
nutritive diet, and warm pleaſing drinks. 
When the gripings abate, the teneſmus 
is more quiet, the ſtools decreaſe in num- | 
ber, and their conſiſtency begins to alter 
from thin and watery to thick and ex- 
crementitious. In this caſe, the pulſe 
ſhould vibrate near the natural ſtate, 
and if there are not evident proofs of 
inflammation ſtraggling about the body, 
we may venture to compleat the cure 
with corroborating aſtringent reme- 
dies, ſtrong decoction of bark, or the 
bark in ſubſtance, with addition of gum, 
myrrh, and ſmall -portions of opium. 
Camomile tea, for general uſe, may in 
this ſtage of the diſorder be ſafely and 
efficaciouſly given, now and then throw- 
ing in a ſmall doſe.of rhubarb, or ſome 
lenient laxative, to carry away any accu- 
mulated bilious fæces, which will perhaps 


ſometimes be very ſlow in n through 
the bowels. 


— : | 


But in the other Rage 3 
(notwithſtanding the methods beforè uſed, 
: | the 


— 
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the diſorder increaſes, and the patient 
is very much alarmed, dreading the 
_ event, which appears to him inevita- 
ble) we are not to permit the ſolici- 
tations. of the patient to influence 
our method of - proceeding, nor be 
under doubts becauſe we have been 
Bb : hitherto diſappointed : on the contra- 
”' ry, the more formidable the diſeaſe, 


4 
} 


— — — — — - — 
——ů — — TSS _ 
- — L NY 2 — 5 ne tl 


r 
——— 
— — 


- 4 


—— — ori 


— — my in; < 


SLY Mn of 
Re = an ta 


rr———————ꝙ——— — 2 gꝛ . — 
2E 2 = - * — — > _ 8 


| the greater ſhare of credit we acquire by 
1 ; repulſing and ſubduing it; and if final- 
I, its powers are ſuperior to ours, we 
\; have theſe few conſolations remaining, 
14 to quiet the minds of the afflicted 
14 3 


parent or diſtreſſed orphan, that the 
paths to death are numerous and un- 
certain, and that diſſolution is the lot 
of human nature, inſeparable from our 
* exiſtence, and is the tribute to be paid by 
| all; therefore as ſorrowing and grieving 
avail not to the dead, we ſhould'not add 


1 d0 the diſagreeableneſs of our ſituation 

1 buy pre- judging any events, but make uſe 

| of that philoſophy which is diſtributed 

in the minds of all reaſonable beings, and 

w__ if. ea reflected on, is ſuffi- 
8 „ 
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cient, to lupport us againſt all vers 
_ itnes. - 8 


The ſymptoms of the diſeaſe increaſ- 
ing, and the patient in conſequence being 
conſiderably reduced, are very unpleaſing 
reflections; however, there is not any time 
to be ſpared, but our utmoſt endeavours 
muſt be exerted. The griping and purging 

are equally ſevere, the ſtools are bloody 
and more numerous, the appetite almoſt 
loſt, and the pulſe low and very feeble. 
In this caſe clyſters compoſed of the de- 
coction of bark, with gum arabic and 
opium are to be freely uſed, to brace up 
the bowels and appeaſe the irritation. 
"Infuſion. of tamarinds, with rhubarb and 
emetic tartar, may be given every two or 
three hours, to carry off the putrid bilious 
fluid in the inteſtines, and alſo to pro- 
mote a general diaphoreſis. When the 
ſanguinary evacuation is not very ſevere, 
although the teneſmus and griping are 
conſtantly haraſſing the fick, a tobacco 
fumigation with opium will procure long 

Intervals of eaſe, - but when it clearly 
appears to be occaſioned by ſome lurking 
cauſes 
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|  eauſes in the rectum, the clyſters are to 


be adminiſtered, varying the compoſition 


as the nature of the caſe indicates; ſome 


will require emollient and deterging, 
others bracing and corroborating appli- 


cations; in fact, thoſe that procure the 
_ moſt eaſe ought always to be preferred. 


If the infuſion inclines the patient to vo- 
mit, an ipecacuanha emetic is to be taken, 


and then repeat the mixture. Pills com- 
poſed of ealomel, camphor, ipecacuanha, 


and opium, are amazingly efficacious: 
in this ſtate of the diſeaſe, they promote 
perſpiration and reſt, and by deterging 
the bewels gradually, they will generally 


deeftaſe the motions, and render them of 


a better conſiſtency. Theſe pills are to 


be faken one or two every hour, ſupport- 
ins the patient with red port and congee, 
or chicken broth; and now and then 


ſore red wine, as a cordial; for the 
very low ſtate of the patient ſtands in 


need of ſomething more than common 
Nops to ſtrengthen and invigorate him. 
Indeed we have not obſerved any per- 


nieious conſequences ariſe from ſmall 
quantities of ſolids ; and in the more ad- 
vanced 
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vanced ſtate, ſatisfying the patient's 
craving appetite, may be often attended 
with very good effects. Contradiftory 
as this is to phyſical rules, yet, when 
nothing detrimental follows, but very 
often ſudden and good changes are 
wrought, we ſurely are right in taking 

the moſt ſucceſsful] method for our guide 
ance and direction. When the orifices 
of the minute blood veſſels continue di- 
lated with an inceſſant draining of the 
vital fluid from the anus, a clyſter of 
alum, gum arabic, and ſal martis, will 
often check the diſcharge, and in a ſmall 
courſe of time reſtore the inferior bowels 
to their due tone, and when the heat cir- 
cumſcribing the hepatic region, is not 
increaſed, and the pulſe does not riſe to 
any degree of celerity, ſmall draughts 
of the cortex in ſubſtance, with falt of 
ſteel and myrrh, will greatly aſſiſt na- 
ture to recover. Theſe remedies can 
ſeldom be uſed until very plentiful evacua- 
tions have been adminiſtered, left, by 
checking the diſorder, worſe conſequences 
' ſucceed. Hence we may conclude, that 
as long as 3 is much degree of irti- 
tation 
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tation in the habit, a free uſe of aſtrin- 
gents will be prejudicial and dangerous; 
but if we can ſo reduce the ſtimulus, as 
to keep it either dormant or carry it off, 


then we may with ſafety preſeribe thoſe 


medicines. By ' theſe means the ftools 


will become excrementitious, the ſtraining 


and teneſmus ,will be periodical, and the 
griping will wander from place to place, 
fimilar to flatulent cholics ; the appetite 
will recover, and a few days will com- 
pleat our moſt ſanguine expectations. 
When the irritation is not to be mi- 
tigated, but on the contrary inereaſes 
with continual nauſea, ſmall tenſe pulſe, 
and after the motions full and frequent, 
acute gripings in the umbilical region, 


and intenſe heat round the liver, with 


ſtools entirely blood, this caſe is too 
deplorable to admit of palliation, and the 


patient is ſometimes delirious and fluſhed 


in the face, all at once his countenance 
becomes cadaverous, his pulſe ſinks, and 
he dies with the evacuation . of blood. 


Two caſes have occurred in our practice, 


where the patients on the firſt attack had 


the clear ſanguinary diſcharge, and not- 


ane | 


: is "; 
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withſtanding every aſſiſtance was called 
in, and every method uſed that could be 
thought the leaſt applicable to the diſor- 
der, they both died: the firſt, who was 4 
ſtrong and a remarkable healthy active 
man, lived only two days ; the other, wha 
was younger, though of a delicate. frame, 
ſurvived four days, they both periſhed in. 
the action of voiding blood, and during 
the illneſs had very little fever. Theſe 
caſes we were at firſt inclined to think 
derived their origin from a rupture of 
| ſome of the blood veſſels, but obſerving 
the diſcolouration of the bodies which 
ſucceeded very early after death, and the 
very diſagreeable flatus that iſſued from 
them by preſſure, and the preceding diag- 
noſtics of the diſeaſe, being ſimilar to 
thoſe of the other ſtage of the diſorder, it 
was reduced to a certainty that the diſ- 
temper was the ſame, and that the inve- 
teracy of it could only be attributed to a 
greater degree of putrefaction in theſe 
habits, accompanied by a very diffolved 
ſtate of the blood, and a total relaxation 
of the ſolids. We ſhall have occaſion. 
hereafter to ſpeak of theſe caſes in the 

dil ö 
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diſſections which will illuſtrate this latter ; 
opinion, by ſhewing as far as we are able 
to proceed, that the determination of 

ruptured veſſels was too premature and. 
inconcluſive. We now arrive at the other 
ſtage of the bilious dyſentery, which is 
not attended with the ſanguinary dif- 
charge, and does not carry any very ur- 
gent tokens of inflammation along with 
it; on the contrary, it apparently ariſes 
79805 the very acrimonious and putreſ- 
cent ſtate of the bile, or from ſome defect 
in the liver or biliary ducts, which pro- 
bably has been created by former inflam- 
mation or obſtructions ; and perhaps, 
both theſe cauſes may be the immediate 
exciting one. The cure, in this ſtate of 
the patient, is generally effected, though 
oftentimes extremely difficult and te- 
dious. Here the firſt aud moſt material 
object i is to cleanſe thoroughly the inteſ- 
tines and firſt paſſages, which is to be ef- 
| fected by purges of rhubarb and mercu- 
| Ty; afterwards, ſhould the nayſea and 
vomiting be troubleſome, bark emetics are 
to be taken, which in this ſtate of the diſ- 
- caſe, frequently bring off a quantity of bile, 
4 | -_ and 
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and promote a gentle dianhoxeſis. Mhen 
tze emetic is llaggiſh, or does not per- 
: form its. office ſufficiently. it is adviſcable 
not to repeat it, but rather to aſſiſt, nature 
in her {endeavours £0 carry away the 
diſeaſe by the inteſtines for this: purpoſe 
ſmall doſes of ipecacuanha,.. calomel, and 
aſtile ſoap, are very. efficacious, not only 
| y facilitating: the abdominal evacuations, 
we alſo by remoying obſtruRions,; in the 
i 30 jeh Je is natural. per- 


81 1 


flools. 1 are 8 5 rhubarb, 
or neutral ſalts, are plentifully mixed with 
natural excrements,; . in this caſe the 
ſtraining or griping will not be very acute. 
When the pulſe indicates too much fever 
in the habit, with thirſt and dryneſs of 
the kin, purgatives of ſalt and tartar 
emetic, or infuſion of ſenna, with the 
- aatimonial preparations, are preferable; 
though it frequently happens, that the 
ſenna gripes the patient exceedingly, and 
in- conſequence; thereof. does not beſow 
ſo many favourable periods, on; the ſick, | 
or er * e c 9 well „ for 
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one of thi prineipal GBſervations th this 


clfe is to abate or Tl Yhe ſtimulus, that 
the afflicted may not be incelfantly Har 


raſſed with tenkſmus, griping, &c. there. 
fore, whenever from any cauſe this medi- 


cine affects the patient in ſuch a manner, 


it is not proper to continue it, but te- 
courſe ſhould be had to the ſalts or any 


other cooling cathartic. After theſe eva- 


cuations the patient will feel an amazing 


alteration ; the pains conſiderably de- 
creafed ; the nauſea removed, with 1 Ad- 


ditional flow of chearfulneſs ; 3 and the 


pulſe | more free and open; it is neceſſary 
then to advance the cure by repeating 
the Purgatives as the ſymptoms vary. 
When the gripings art long and very 


_ Acute, inftant relief may be had dy gi- 


Ling the purgatives as before, or thoſe 
other remedies, which by being retained 
for a greater length of time n e- 
nerally procure more laſting betiefit. 
When the patient is free from flatulency, 
and complains of coldneſs in the ſtomach 
and bowels, ſtmall quantities of camphor 
are to be added to rhe: pi ills, and one or 
two taken every "two © or tte hours. 


Ar Arie DISPASPS. | 
By theſe methods the chillineſs and er 
lencies will be corrected, and the ſtomach 
ſo much e gn; * 105 | 
cannot generate ſo haſti Fg | 
four days the faces ae W . 
any excrement, being of a frothy. bilious 
nature, ſometimes blended with purylent, 
white, or greeniſh pus: theſe ſtools come 
away without any, or with yery little 
griping, and they are often ſo quick, that 
the patient has ngt time to remove his 
cloathing, or ſtrength engugh to Prevent 
the involuntary diſcharge. The eyacuar | 
tion is ſometimes. very fœtid. accompanied 
with flatulents guſts, and at other times 
has ſcarcely any ſmell, that being rather 
ſtercoreaus than otherwiſe ; the urine | 
is ,perigdigally bot, ſometimes coming 
off freely, and at other times with dif- 
ficulty. Here much depends an the 
degree of heat in the abdomen and peri - 
neum; for when theſe parts 8 
of the natural ſtandard, ſuch conſequen- 
ces do not enſue, and vice verſa. In rhis 
debilitated ſtate frequent purging is not 


ſervicgable, on the contrary, it rather 


ee the fehl . by enlarging or 


132 ez vr fee 


ülſchärze. (RE Hetich it becomes requ ulfite to 
auge Stroboraiting” ahd ſtren gtheni 177 ap- 
fieations, now and then ee a 
laxative % prevent the bowels: from re- 
taining an ber fluids: nutr itious 
cooling diet, with emollient ptiſans, are 
td be liberally 'pteſcribed,” and when the | 
fever is not very great, which now ſel- 
dom occurs, the patient may be indulged 
with "a: ſmall quantity of wine as a cor- 
dial. This ſpecies of ayſentery 1s very 
diſagreeable to the patient, becauſe 
the motions are ſo frequent, and do 
not give any warning: When there 
has not been atiy motion for four or 
five hours, the abdomen is exceedingly 
tight, very much tutnified; and the reſpi- 
ration greatly impeded: a gentle purgative 
generally catries off theſeſymptoms, which 
appear to he more the effect of a relaxed 
tate of the bowels; than the reſult of 
generated air; for ie kind of fulneſs is 
nor pattended with eructations, or any 
windy diſpdſitionis. Strong decoction of 
bark it myrrh and ſal martis made in 
ſmall draughts, fhould be next given re- 
7 to ſeſtoret the tone of the ſtomach 
7 and 
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and bowels, and thereby; remove the an-: 
 convenienty s elyſters of hark decoction 
| gum arabic land alam, and if che: in- 
ritation about the rectum is troubleſumen 
opium] may be added: with a. vie Ef 
quellingethe ſymptomss but if the Rite 
mulating prineiples are! from excori⸗ 
ations on too much denfipility; inn the 
| bowels, created by the tediouſneſs o othe 
diſcharge, and attended. with a proceden- 
tia⸗ any COTA that conſiderably 
ingreaſes.. the., other ſymptoms, and;,is 
ſometimes, attended with.unflammation) 
in this -caſe, oleaginous and emgllient 
clyſters are much preferable, becauſe 


144 


they alleviate the complaint and prevent 
« .xelapſe;; When theſe ſymptoms! are 
appeaſed, the; other clyſters are very ad- 
vantaggqully. uſedi Which, by their con- 
ſtinging, deterging qualities, ,materzally 
facilitate the progreſs of the cure. The 
ſtools will now be leſs -bilious and frothy, 
dhe appetite tolerably good, and the ab- 


domen not ſuſceptible of any pain, by 
| preſſure, conſequently. the reſtoration | 
method is to be adviſed and the. patient | 
del Wah recovery by.a Proper, regl- | 
. gimen. 


- Wa : 


4 on AT HO NM on 
mag "Daring the: convaleſcene Hines | 

| == given each or ebery aher ey at Being | 
dio reſt, to promote the expulfion of the 

| dilious fluid by the bowels ; and it ig 
17 oy alſo *expedient. to adminiſter now and 
1.8 hen, a gentle laxative to anſwer the ſame 
intention. When nature is ſafficiently 
reſtoret] to ſtrength and vigour, ſea bath- 
ing may prevent the ſudden relapſes 
which ſometimes are occafioned by indif- 

eretion. And the patient cannot be too 

| careful of himſelf after his recovery, gra- 
: dually re th to his former he 15 
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Hitherto we have deſcribed this diſeaſe 
in the favourable form conſequent on this 
ſage of it. We have further to remark, 
that when the methods before recited are 
not effectual, (the diſcharge increaſing 
both in quantity and purulency, tearing 
down the conſtitution in a'moſt precipt- 
| tate manner) there is but little to be 'ex- 
4 from metlicine; but opium and ea- 
lomel may be liberally given tocleanſe the 
1 oro and 98 . Diet of = 
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moſt nutritive ſort, with emollient drinks, 
and wine, are to be freely allowed, other- 
wiſe the ſick will ſoon periſh: by the eva- 
cuation, he. nom requiring an amazing 
quantity of Mena 1 ſup FARMS 
under ſuch a profuſe diſcharge. If the 
evacuation is violent for four or five days, 
and a cough comes on, or the bloody 

ſanies appears in the ſtools, this being 
the exalted ſtate of the hepa tic flux, na · 
ture cannot long reſiſt it; W fymptoms 
being ſo very violent, that if they to not 
eau abate, 83 muſt e die. 
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Brest, we — to * 22; 
the ſymptoms, it will be neceſſary to 

fay, that. the diagnoſtics of. this diſeaſe 


1 


vary ke in different conſtitu- 


59 „ 


tions, and in ſuch. A manner, that if 
We are not conyerſant with the pre- 
vious ſymptoms. we. ſhould not ſuſpect 
them to be indications of one and the 
ſame diſorder ; which will not only lead 
the practitioner into an erroneous mode 
of practice, but deprive the. patient of 
that effeCtual relief he naturally looks for 


from a courſe of medicine. 


It 1s not only in the firſt attack of the 
diſorder, that we are to form our opinion 
reſpecting the certainty of the complaint, 
but in the ſecond ſtage alſo; for men 
who are in the zenith of health are more 
frequently affected with the diagnoſtics of 
the ſecond ſtate, than with the ſymptoms 
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of the prior and although inithecheatz 
thy, theo mbdut / of the idiſortler ricthe - 
ſame,y yet according td cthe iſtrengti of 
the afflicted: perſon we find the ſymptoms 
more of leſs violet. Thus, a>robuſt} 
athletic man will have the ſymptoms in 
every {Gage of the diſeaſe mueho mere 
violent on him, than a-tlim perſon, whoſe 
frame is more iuritable: Thſe wh are 
of a coſtive habit of bodyngenerally iſuffer 
very much by this: complaint; and fre. 
quently after ithe cure, are ſubjectech to 
ſanguinary 3 the benin 
rhoidal veſſels. 


74 


1 1 5363) Thr 5d3 to amonqumiyt 207 | 
. Men, who are reduced: by diſeaſes, r 
a whimſical application af meilicines for 
_ arnaginary, gvils, arevalways attacked by 
this diſordex in a, xegylar manner, and 
Are generally relieved before: the ſecon+ 
dary or final effects take place; therefore 
to be well acquainted, with the, various 


"= approaches a and progreſs of the complaint, 


it is neceſſary, to diſtinguiſh the ſymp- 
toms as they occur in an enervated habit, 
which may be divided into two claſſes, 

the firſt of which, attended with 2 


BE mation 4 
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i brüten of this viſcus, 
with all ita alavming ſymptoms, is cured 
_ by mercury only. . Then'we will remark 
the diagnoſtics peculiar to the heahhy and 
vigorous, which may be alſo clafltd as the 
former, with this difference, that the 
ſecond ſtage of the afflicted becomes the 
ſtoſt in the healthy, and is cured by the 
like means: the feoond, or final period in 
the healthy patient, is ſuppuration* or 
6 the method of cure OE fame, 


The ſymptoms of the ert! W of the 
diſeaſe,” in the reduced habit,” conſequent 
on medicine, or the effects of a'bilious 
temitting fever, are a great fAlatulency 1 in 
the ſtomach, with ſour and feetid eruc- 
tations; putrid and hot borborygmi; acute 
pains in the muſeles, of the thighs and 
legs; drowſineſs, particularly after taking 
any nouriſhment, with univerſal laſſitude 
and inactivity; in the morning an incli- 
nation to vomit, and ſometimes a little 
frothy bilious fluid is brought off; a 
3 3 pain in the right lumbar 


reien, 
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region, ſtretched along the, {pormatis. 
chord, went deſire of- making Wakes | 
- who! Sho a dell. abdomen, and lune 
thorax, the pain of the loius dees no 
follow, but a dull fixed. pain under the 
enſiform cartilage, With tenſion, of, the 


recti muſcles; . ſneezing. and A 
Plenitude - about the epigaſtric. region, 


| = pulſe generally tenſe, ſmall and ra- 


ther: full, ſometimes riſing to the natural, = 


Gate; the ſkin hot and dry, and the cix- 


cle of the hepatic region remarkably heat - 
ed. This is a tedious, but exact deſcrip- 


tion of the 2 8 tient 's complaints in the 


early par e diſtaſe, which, if pre- 
E w grograly, be pet. 
on. the Na 


3 l This; W . and 
alarming, ſeldom or ever proves: fatal, and 


is diſtinguiſhed by the following, ſymp- 
toms 4 en * * nee en, 
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with great pain under the falſe tibs and 
the liver very ſenſible to the touch; a light” 
dry hectic cough; 0 pprefſive ſighing, and 
great difficulty to Neal or repeat long 
ſentences; frequent periodical 'purgings, 
attended with gripitg in the umbilical 
region; depraved appetite; vagrant pains 
in the right fide of the thorax; with Ja- 
borious reſpiration, , patridulitty wheti' by 
accident 'a larger uatAty "of at aw that 
ufual 1 is received into the'lungs; ela iis 
bility of blow.ing 'the näſe, follö weck By 
2401 pains i in the diaphrag eat; 
part of itte ſcapula; ififlammatief bf o - 
eyes; with ſmall quick te rie pulſe; af urn! 
verſal Parched dry kin; "with mmfatiable 
thirſt; a contraction Uf che right pe ectoral 
muſele, and an aptneſb to incline ede 
forward; "tremor of the hands, And a 1 
markable pale whiterieſs' of the nails ; the 
urine voided: in ſmall quantities, And Tel 
dom, though always -exceedingly high = 
coloutbd and hot. Theſe are the moſt 
materiaF indications of à fixed hepatitis 
in the female habit; which, e er to 
the age or ſtrength of tlie patient, will be 
more moderated or encreaſed. | 

We 


11 A 1 rc ED NY 141 
We now come to the other mode of 
the: hepati 
"body of a healthy vigorous man (who, 
as we before obſerved, is unable to aſſign 
the cauſe of his indiſpoſition) reducing 
him in a few days to the moſt feeble ſtate. 
It has been before noticed, that the ſe- 
cond ſtage of the valetudinarian is the 
fru of the healthy; but we are likewiſe 
to remark, that the diagnoſtics of this 
period (in this eaſe) are amazingly more 
acute and rapid than in the former; for 
in one day all this train of evils will be 
complained of, but in the other, the 
complicated ſymptoms move ſlowly: ha- 
ving therefore remarked the invariable 
rules, which nature, in this ſtate of the 
diſorder, points out for our inſtruction 
and the benefit of mankind, we ſhall not 
any more enlarge on this head, but ad- 
vance to the final ſtage of the diſeaſe, by 
deſcribing it as operating on the body of 
a healthy perſon. It is natural to con- 
ceive the ſtate of that man who, from a 
full enjoyment of vigour and ſtrength, is 
ſuddenly plunged into an abyſs of miſery 
* and pain. Now attacked by one of the 
2 moſt 


4 


* 


itis acting immediately on the 


„ 
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moſt potent enemies health has to cope 
with, which, without the greateſt atten- 
tion and care of both parties, wall not be 
repulſed, but continue until it hath 
thwarted and ovenſet every means that 

can be made uſe. of to prevent its pro- 
greſs, then the event becomes certain; 
nature unable any longer to protract the 
ſiege, having retreated to her laſt ſtrang 
hold, yields up the diſpated —_— | 
and. ſinks i into eternal ee We 
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11 . deen led into it Wa an 
bit idea of the great and conſtant | 


henſions and anxieties, which patients 
4abouring under this ſtage of the n. 
always, ſuffer. 


The diagnoſtics of this ſtate of the 
diſorder are very violent and ſevere; 
 grievons pains in the forehead; ſtaring 
wildneſs of the eyes; exceeding acute fixed 
pain under the ribs, extended to the right 
Pap; hard laborious cough; and by re- 
.clining the body forward, in the action 
of ſtooping, an immediate inclination to 
. e e with a ſtupid, Ae 


4 — — + 
4 4 


© 


 nvÞATIC DIIPALTES. ung 
and a reflection of green. rays, but the 


patient un reſuming an erect poſture in a : 
few minutes recovers his fight; the urine 


is rendered in ſmall quantities, | turbid, 


and of a ſaffron colour; the breathing 


tdott und oppreſſively hervy, ' with fre 
quent fingultus; and an umiverfal parched 
| 5 over the body; total loſs of appetite 
d peiſpiration; .coſtive and infatiably 


| chin, ſtartings and twitchings of the 


muſcular tem; the'countenancetemark- 
ably pale, with a blackneſs ſurrounding & 


the mouth, and theeyes'tipged with an in- 
flammatory yellowneſs; the right ſide of 


the abdemen conſiderably enlarged, very 
denſe and hard, and, if foreibly preſſed, 
bevaſioning a pain in the ſcapula, and an 
inſtantaneeus ficknefs, wich coughingꝝ und 
ſnee ring; the pulſe ſmall, hatd, und quick, 
frequently flattering, and very often the 
vibrations are not to be diſtinctiy felt, 


then inſtantly filling and riſing to almoſt 
the natural ſtate, and again returning Þ 


and finking as before; amazingiperiodical 
_ tremor'of the hands, and in fomeplethv- 


"ric thin'hubits the antles are puffed and 


Ee thoſe that do not cough mach, 


have 


— — — 
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have always a great diſcharge of acrimo- 
nious fluid from the noſe, with continual 
ſpitting, ſometimes. : accompanied with 
large ulcerous blotches in the mouth and 
tonfils; in this mature ſtate of the diſor- 
der, the patient can reſt on either / ſide, 
but not on his back without being imme - 
diately affected with incubus; but in the 
leſs advanced ſtate of it; or after plenti- 
ful evacuations this is a common ſymp- 
tom, and is occaſioned by. the ſize and 
weight. of the liver, Which when, lying on 
the left ſide, falls down from the dia · 
phragm, and rends the adhæſion, or 
ſtretches the acreted part, either of which 
will occaſion the ſymptom; but in the 
former caſe, the liver is ſo much increaſed 
in ſize; that there is not ſufficient room in 
the abdomen for this accident to occur, 
hic reaſoning will alſo hold good be- 
fore the adheſions have taken place, or 
before the bulk of the liver i is conſiderable. 
The ſeverity of the diſeaſe does not always 
depend upon the immediate ſize of the 
liver, but frequently on that of the gall 
bladder, or ducts, or the adheſions formed 


to the diaphragm, which 1s always the 
caſe 


oo * * 
£44 > 
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caſe when the upper or gibbous portion. 
of the liver is the ſeat of the diſeaſe. = 
When the ſymptoms are. ſevere, without | 
any apparent enlargement on the right 
ſide of the abdomen, with little tenſion 
and hardneſs, yet, on preſſing the liver 
a ſickneſs, cough, &c. are brought on, 
it is a certain and manifeſt teſtimony, _ | 
that the diſeaſe is ſituated about the 
region of the gall bladder, and that 
this bladder, with the biliary ducts are 
principally affected; but, when the liver 4 
is in the large ſtate before related, it is 
the actual bulky ſubſtance of that viſcus 
which is diſeaſed. The pain in the ſca- 
pula is alſo. regulated by the foregoing. 
circumſtances. : We have related, that it | 
is in the very enlarged ſtate of the liver 
that the ſuppuration- ſucceeds with he- 
patic conſumption; in the other caſe, 
deep ſeated obſtructions, with ſcirrhus.. 
Sometimes the abdomen; is univerſally 
ſwelleed, with pain in the umbulical. 
region; this originates, from the entire 
maſs of liver being affected, and occupy- 
ing a great portion of the left abdominal. 
L ſphere, 
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fphere. When the ſuppuration is ma- 
tured, and breaks out with ſevere cough- 


ing and moſt copious ſpitting, the mer- 
curial courſe will be exceedingly i impro- 


per; the great object now, is to ſupport 


the patient with nutritious food, and 


emollient ptiſans. This is the firſt ſtate 
of the hepatitis that does not admit of a 
cure by mercury; and it is a very happy 
and Pleaſing reflection to the aMlifted, 
that in this difmal period of the diſeaſe, 


the ſureſt means of recovery are veſted in 
themſelves; it bein g well worthy every 


man's attention, that medical aſſiſtance, 
on the firſt appearance of the diſorder, 
will nine times in ten Provenes the fatality 


of! it. 


The ſecond ſtate of the hepatitis, which 


| does not require the application of mer- 


cury, is where the confined matter ſhews 
an inclination to point outwards, and is 
always diſcernible by the prominency of 


the integuments, which riſe, when the fup- 


puration is in the ſuperior part of the liver, 
m a conical form ; be when the collec- 
5 tion 
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tion i 1s lower down, and tends externally, 
the tumour is of a round flat ſhape ; both 
may be eaſily diſtinguiſhed by the great 


fluctuation in them, and their yielding ſo 
readily to gentle preſſure, without erea- 


1 pain. 


L2 CHAP: 
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„ 
of the PROGNOSTICS. 


MEN of ſtrong rqbuſt habits, who 
are attacked with the laſt ſtage of 

the diſorder, are always in imminent dan- 
ger. When the ſuppuration is fixed, 
and nature does not throw off the offend- 
ing matter ſpeedily; or, if the accumu- 
lation exceeds the evacuation, ulcers are 
formed on the diaphragm and lungs, and 
ſometimes penetrate into the ſtomach, 
either of theſe caſes is mortal: it is alſo 
fatal if the pus falls on the inteſtines, 
and is not expelled haſtily, or if accom- 
panied with blood. It is a bad fign in 
any ſtage of the diſeaſe, when emetics are 
adminiſtered and do not operate, continu- 
al ſtupor and inattention, are alſo among 
the alarming ſymptoms ; but if the patient 
ſuddenly loſes his inclination to drink- 
ing, and his pulſe ſinks and intermits, 
with oppreſſion of the thorax, and ſobbing, 
theſe 
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theſe are a prelude to certain and ſpeedy 
death. But if the afflicted pump off the 
matter very faſt, and partake of nouriſh- 
ment, it is very favourable. Large quan- 
tities of urine voided, either high- coloured 
or pale, partial ſlight perſpiration, and a 
great deſire to drink, are ſtrong indica- 
tions of ſpeedy recovery; when the pulſe 
become more full, ſoft, and equal; when 
the tremor of the hands is gone off, and 
the ſleeping is not prolonged; and if a 
copious motion now and then is diſchar- 
ged, we need not be the leaſt apprehen- 
five of the termination: it is likewiſe - 
favourable when the ſick betray frequent 
inclinations to move about, and complain 
of chillineſs, with emptineſs in the ſto- 
mach, and their ſight is | clear and dif- 


tinct. 


Having gone through the different ſta- 
ges of the diſorder, as they appear to affect 
the human frame, with the ſymptoms con- 
ſequent thereon, we flatter ourſelves the 
young practitioner will be fully able to 
aſcertain the exiſtence and ſtage of the 


L 3 diſeaſe; ; 
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diſeaſe; whether it aſſumes a complicated 
aſpect, or more favourably approaches by 
ſeparate indications: we therefore pro- 
ceed to the method of curing the diffe-. 
1 rent ſtages, as they progreſſively attack 
mm valetudinarian or healthy... F941 
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e 
On che Method of Cure. 


.- H E 7 caſe of the rate 
" occaſioned by any cauſe in the early 
or firſt period, attacking the convaleſcent EY 
or enfeebled habit, is to be cautiouſly —- _. 
treated; for the patient before having 
undergone and ſuffered ſo much. from 
other diſorders, or remedies, cannot now 
bear thoſe repeated and plentiful evacua- 
tions, which the nature of the diſorder 
apparently requires. Therefore, when 
the diagnoſtics run high, it will be pru- 
dent to take away five or ſix oOunces of 
blood, and if the ſymptoms do not abate, 
in two or three days more, the operation 
may be repeated, but the quantity of 
blood drawn off ſhould be leſs than be- 7 — 
fore. Immediately after the firſt bleeding, . 
a a cooling purge of ſal polychriſt. or nitre, 
is to be adminiſtered and repeated as the 
coſtiveneſs of the habit indicates; the 
next morning an emetic, compoſed = 
ers” e : 
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ipecacuanha and tartar emetic ſhould be 
given, foralthough the cathartic has done 


its office well, yet in a few hours there 


will be a great accumulation of bilious 
fluid either in the ſtomach or colon. If 
the emetic GPerates briſgly, and frothy 
bilious mixture is thrown off, the patient 
will be conſiderably relieved ;/ butif, as it 
ſometimes happens, the emetic .is-tardy, 
and has not any effect, we are not by any 


means to preſcribe a ſecond, but aſſiſt 


nature in her endeavours, by promoting 
the inteſtinal diſcharge. The laſſitude 


and feebleneſs that always accompany 
diſeaſe, ſeem to point out that evacuations 
will encreaſe the complaints, but practice 
convinces us to the contrary; having ob- 
ſerved, that although the medieines in 
their eelerity exceeded our intention, yet, 
after the proceſs, their ſpirits and ſtrength 


are very much augmented. Theſe eva- 


cuations having abated the impetus of 
the animal fluids and occaſioned ſhort 
remiſſions of the ſymptoms, we inſtantly 


proceed to the mercurial application, 


compoſed of calomel, ipecacuanha, and 
I ſoaps ; "_ * to be uſed as an alter- 
ative, 5 
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atiye, and the quantity of ipecacuanha to 
be regulated by, the condition of the pa- 
tient's ſtomach: we cannot err with the 
ſoap... 7 heſe pills are ſmall, and to be 
given three or four times a day, one, two, 
or three at a doſe... An electuary compo- 
ſed of bark, and! flowers of camomile is. to 
| be: taker... twice, a day. to fortify the, ſto- 
mach and bowels againſt the irritation, 
occaſioned, by. the acrimony of the fluids; 
if the pain and heat of the hepatic region 
continue the ſame, or in thoſe who have a 
mall abdomen, the pain under. the enſi- 


<. = 


form, cartilage does. not wander, nor is 
removed, a large bliſter is to be applied, 
and continued open until the deſired effect 5 

is produced. The, immedhate uſe of can- 
tharides, before the other evacuations, 
is very ſeldom beneficial ; on the contra- 
Ty, blitters only encreaſe and prolong the 
irritation, During this courſe of medi- 
cine, the patient will every day find 1 more 


24 wed av ot 


caſe, his reſt becoming, natural, „his ap- 
petite tolerably good, and one or two 
motions a day will be the principal a ap- 
parent operation of the medicines; but, 
| after the ſymptoms ; are leſſened, 2 general 


per- 
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perſpiration will come on, with a Peas 
ful diſcharge of urine, which in a few 
days will compleat the cure. In ſome 
ſingular conſtitutions, this ſmall quantity 
of calomel will inſtantly affect the ſali- 
| vary glands, occaſioning a plentiful ſpit- 
ting; in this caſe, the celerity of the 
metcury being too great to remedy the 
evil, we have experienced the good effect 
of diſcontinuing the pills until the ſpit- 
ting is gone off, making uſe of crude 
mercury inſtead of calomel, and givin 
an additional doſe of the electuary to 
check the active powers of the mineral; 
for the longer it lies in the habit before 
the ſenſible operation takes place, the 
more advantage the fick wilt receive BY 
the remedy. 25 


In the Goon ge of the diſeaſe con- 
| Lavin” on the former, or appearing as 
the firſt attack in a healthy man, the 

method of cure will be the ſame, unleſs, 

under ſome ſpecial reſtrictions, it will be 
a neceſſary to uſe evacuants before altera- 
tives or deobſtruents. If, inſtead of the 


body 't bein e and } in the ſtate we before 
| | _  - deſcribed, 
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deſeribed, there is a great and long cof- 


tiveneſs, partial head-achs and tormenting 


pain in the ſagittal ſuture, and the noſe 
often dropping blood, plentiful evacu- 
ations ſhould be effected for the robuſt, 


prior to the other applications: now if 


theſe ſymptoms are not preſent when the 


patient ſtates his di ſorder, the deobſtruent 
method is far preferable, until the ſymp- 
toms are confiderably abated; then, when 


the heat and pain, with rather à coſtive 


habit prevail, the evacuants are to be 


ufed alternately, as the caſe may require, 
always obſerving to decreaſe their quan- 
tity rather than otlierwiſe; the great in- 
tention of ſuch medicines erg. either to 


the generated Mes We nde always 


make uſe of crude mercury and ſoap only; 


for the obſtructions in this ſtage of the 
diſeaſe being always formed and fixed, 
will require a more liberal uſe of this me- 
dicine than before: the electuary is alſo 
continued for the ſame reaſons as before- 
mentioned, varying the quantity of mer- 
cury and number of the pills according to 
"0 circumſtances * the patient. If we 


find : 
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find the pulſe riſe too high the cortex 
may be omitted for a day or two, and 
then repeated as before. In this period 
of the diſorder we do not apprehend the 
inefficacy of ſalivation (unleſs too ſpeedily 
brought on) but inſtead of checking it, 
we are to continue the remedies, ſupport- 
ing the patient with nutritive diet, until 
the proceſs is ſufficiently lengthened to 
effect the cure; which, though under 
theſe predicaments is very difagreeable, 
yet is always effectual. When the ſpit- 
ting is riſen to its proper height, we are 
not ſuddenly to retract the powers of 
metlicine, but omit them cautiouſly 
and gradually, . proportioning the evacu- 
ation to the ſtrength of the afflicted. 
When the hepatitis ariſes from remote 
cauſes, created by a remitting fever, or 
inactive viſceral obſtructions, and is 
attended with great relaxation and weak - 
neſs; either a copious or mild ſalivation is 
not adviſeable; yet the diſeaſe cannot be 

removed, or the obſtructions reſolved, 
without the aſſiſtance of mercury, but 
we muſt regulate, the quantum of the 
mineral, ſo as to prevent this effect; ſome- 
times 
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times enlivening the fluggiſn habit 
with ſmall doſes of camphor, and pro- 
moting the natural reſt and perſpiration. 1 
which is now much required, by a junc- | 
tion of the former with opium; r | 
lenient dormitives having an amazing 
efficacy, invigorating the patient, and 
thereby enabling nature to ſupport her- 
ſelf under, and throw off the diſeaſe. 
Neither, in this laſt-recited caſe, are we 
to omit the cortex, but continue its uſe 
. to the former maxim. : 


In the laſt FI of the diſcaſs acted 

a vigorous : conſtitution, where the ob- | 
ſtructions are compleated, and the liver „ 
ſchirrous, or where the ſize of the liver is 
ſo very great that we have every thing to 
fear; a ſpeedy recourſe 1s to be had to the 
mercurial proceſs, and where (which is 
ſometimes the caſe) the medicine is very 
ſlow. in its effect, we alſo make uſe of 
mercurial friction, with a view to bring | 
on ſalivation. In this deplorable ſtate of C 
the ſick, no time is to be loſt, leſt by delay | 
it becomes too potent to be overcome; 
and ſevere as the diſeaſe now is, it is ge- 

nerally 


1 


* 
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nerally to be cured, if the medicines take 


the proper courſe, before the ſuppuration 


comes on. As the principal object is now 
to raiſe a free ſalivary diſcharge, the cor- 


tex is not to be adminiſtered, nor any 


other remedies, but the patient muſt be 
plentifully ſupplied with nutritive drinks, 


congee, thin ſago, water gruel, or weak 


chicken broth, throughout the medicinal 


courſe. If there are not any natural 


ſymptoms of ſuppuration, ſuch as cough- 
ing up thick purulent matter (which will 
not always be the caſe when the pus is 
not_compleatly generated and matured) 


we are catefully to obſerve the abdomen, 
which if ſo as before deſcribed, we may be 
certain that the liver is not ſuppurated, 


and proceed to the cure accordingly : but 


if the tenſion and rotundity ſuddenly diſ- 


appear, with flaccidity, and a ſort of re- 
traction when preſſed, with ſlight or mani- 


feſt fluctuation, we then may be very 
clear in our ſentiments of the patient's 


ſituation, and endeavour to afliſt nature 
in this great operation to expel the morbi- 


| fic matter by expectoration, which is only 


to be done by emollient ptiſans and light 
. nutritive 


| 
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nutritive diet. Medicine here is of no 
ſervice; and tedious as the cure may be, 
yet, whilſt the patient freely throws up 
the ſanies, it is certain. When the diſ- 
charge is by any means checked, we are to 
adminiſter thoſe medicines that have a 
particular tendency to promote and facili- 
tate expectoration; and when the iſſue is 
thus favourably terminated, the diſcharge 
not being thrown: off by coughing, nor 
the patient troubled with any exciting 
cauſes for that, we may venture to open 
the common channels of the body, and 
reſtore nature to her priſtine ſtate by well 
timed nouriſhing diet, moderate and gen- 
tle exerciſe, with now and then a ſoften- 
ing laxative to remove any collections 
that may be tardy, in erpulſion. 


in the ſecond ſtate of dhe hepatitis, 
where the adminiſtering of mercury is 
highly improper, we are to aſſiſt nature 
in her intentions as much as poſſible by 
facilitating the progreſs of the tumor; 
and as ſoon as it is ſufficiently ſuperficial 
that we can reach it by an inciſion though 
rather deep) we ought always to give it 

vent 
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vent by keeping the wound open, placing 
the patient ſeveral times in the day on 
his knees and elbows, gently preſſing the 
abdomen, and always, if poſſible, putting 
him in the moſt convenient attitude for 


draining the wound: by theſe means the 


matter will be brought to the opening, 
and diſcharged. If any of the pus lodges 
itſelf about the inner part of the inciſion, 
or on the ſurface of the liver, this will 
greatly aſſiſt the expulſion of it; but if a 
quantity of pus does by any means in- 
trude on the neighbouring parts, great 
pain and trouble will thereby be created; 
for if the purulent matter is very acrimo- 
nious, it will corrode every part it fixes 
on, and ſpeedily bring on mortification 
and death; or when the matter is not of 
ſuch a corroſive nature as to occaſion 
this melancholy event, before it can be 
reabſorbed and effectually carried off, the 
patient muſt undergo great uneaſineſs, 
and the cure conſequently will be very 
much retarded. In this ſtate of the diſ- 
eaſe great reſpect i is to be paid to diet, 
which mult be regulated, by the attending, 
phyſician ; for all that. can be now done 
is 
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is to ſupport the patient with, nutritious 


food, and promote the diſcharge. Medi- 


cines are entirely unneceſfarq until the 


wound is almoſt or quite cicatrized, then 
all that is requiſite will be a portion or 
two of cooling laxatives ; and thoſe of an 


oJeagenous nature are preferable. - 


To of: theſe caſts? OR cocked in 


our practice. One, a young man, in 


the lateral and inferior part of the enſi- 
form cartilage, next the right epigaſtrium; 
an inciſion was made, and the matter 
continued to flow plentifully for eight 
weeks afterwards,” when the wound 
healed, and he has ever ſince enjoyed an 


uninterrupted good ſtate of health. The 


other a married lady, mother of ſeveral 
children: the tumour pointed rather more 
naturally, and near the inferior edge of 
the true ribs; the incifion was made, and 
an amazing diſcharge followed, every 
thing went on well, and the wound was 
reduced to the fize of an hazel nut, but 


never en be W . N throwing 
W e 


whom the prominence placed itſelf on 
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ww 
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out a greater or leſs quantity of matter 


according to the habit of body. When 
the diſcharge is trivial, ſhe always is per- 
pleted with ſevere bilivns "ſymptoms, 


which bring on a copious evacuation, and 
then ſhe recovers for a ſhort time. This 


lady has had ſeveral very fine children ſince. 
this diſeaſe has been ſo fixed, and is. in 


other reſpects perfectly regular. Finally, 


when ſufficient ſtrength is obtained, ſea 
bathing and change of air, with frequent 


ſhort rides on horſeback are to be diſcre- 
tionally uſed. It being always adviſeable 


to follow theſe-methads with a view more 


ſpeedily. to reinſtate the health. And 
ſuch are the means we have iniverlatly 


Practtiſed with; the: greateſt ſucceſs, a ſuc- - 

ceſs more than equal to our moſt ſanguine 

expectations, or to the e hopes 
* ep e „„ ; HSE. 


4 Ps 
9 - , 41 5 4 


42 1 1 great variety of opinions are veftab- 


liſhed reſpetting the propriety of adminif- 


_ tering the cortex in any form, when there 
is an increaſed impetus of the blood, or 
when: any obſtructions are generated. 


This diſcaſe brings forward and ſupports 


An 
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an exception 'to:theſs for certain it is 
thoever much practice may deviate from 

theory) that here we have the moſt con- 
vincing proofs of its efficacy, being tho- 
roughly confident that, without the aſ- 
ſiſtance of this medicine, mercury would 
not be ſo effectual, or the cure ſo certain; 
becauſe when the bark is given in this 
manner, it effectually ſtrengthens the ſto- 
mach and bowels, conſtringes the relaxed 
veſſels, which enables them to bear the 
power of mercury without incurring the 
riſque of a greater feebleneſs, by which 
means the mineral will not only be pre- 
vented from running off by the ſalivary 
glands, but retained ſo long in the habit, 
that the obſtructions will be reſolved and 


removed. 


We are the more fully convinced of 
the juſtneſs of this poſition, as it is not 
merely founded on our own practice, but 
raiſed on that permanent foundation 
which has been laid down by the moſt 
able * practitioner in India, whoſe me- 


* Mr. Paiſley, late ſurgeon at Madraſs, very fa- 
mous for = treatment of hepatic diſeaſes. 


M 2 | thod 


*. 


I- 


His 
and 


* 
* 


3 4; 


ed by all who had the 


” 


*. 


— 


ON 


and un 


4 
. 


* 
7 . 
F ; 
* A > * 
10 
9 > 
{| 
* 
1 
. 
* 
4 
Ls 
* 
4 


n 


ATIONS 


ſucceſsful, 
ted by the gentlemen to 


whom he communicated his ſyſtem. - 


0 


ett 
ts acquai 


5 


- 
2 
2 


% 


OBSERV 


regr 


cal loſs to the profefh 


18 A T 


ure of h 


Il ever be 


death 
WI 
P 


: 


* 
* - : 
— — — - — — — — ——— — 2 " . - — 
ꝗ—Nͤů UU O DU UP UK xx B H pp p — ͥ ww;t- . — — . — 
— be 


r 


— 
— — * * 


- 


i 


en — — — — —— 
= 2 — 2 — Ton III ow 


—— — 


r 
— — 


—ũꝛm'V xt ũ . ——— — —— — 


—_— — 


OBSERVATIONS. 


| on 


'g 99 6 | \ , 0 


HEPATIC DISEASES. 
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Obſervations on the Blood drawn from Pa- 
tients, labouring under the Hepatitis, 


T* HE extraordinary appearances of 
the blood taken from people afflift. 
ed with the hepatitis, and the different 
alterations that fluid undergoes in a few 
hours, are circumſtances that not only 
excite curioſity, but ſhould be attentively 
obſerved; that we may inveſtigate the 
cauſe of the diforder, andin ſome meaſure 
account for the analogy that exiſts be- 
773 RR 


{166 OBSERVATIONS ON 
tween this ſtate of the blood, and that of 
treat Patients; © The ingenious Mr. 
Hewſon 3 is of opinion, that by obſerva- 
tions of this nature many new lights are 
thrown both upon phyſic and philoſophy; 
as by theſe inferences other methods of 
cure are adopted, than thoſe according to 
the preſent prevailing ſyſtem, which ap- 
pear contradictory: and ridiculous. 'The 
variety of experiments and obſervations 
made by this learned and indefatigable 
gentleman to prove the accuracy and: Juſt- 
neſs of his reaſoning, have been univer- 
ſally received with the greateſt applauſe, 
and are fully obcjent to. ſtand 1 delt 
of any ſer rutiny. 


. 


10 N rom the 8 advanced by him, 
and the variable diſcolouration of the 
blood in the, diſeaſe of the liver, we 
were induced. to ſubjoin theſe. few. re- 
marks; judging. they may be of ſome fu- 
ture advantages to thoſe gentlemen who 
arę not epnyerſant with the diſeaſe, and 
that they may, be. the means of aſcertain- 
30G A Fh of the 787750 $ diſorder, 

when 
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when other material ſymptoms" may not 
be ſufficient. "72 e 
* 45 FV 58 291 


* 


1 
. 


Experiment 1, 
A Kain rather advanced i in life, _ : 
Had: beet ill of a bilious fever, was ſud- 
denly attacked with ſevere ſymptoms of a 
diſorder in theliver. Intheeveninghecom- 
plained very 'much, and as the ſymptoms 
were urgent, ten ounces of blood were 
inſtantly drawn' away; the orifice being 
large, it flowed plentifully, and was with 
much difficulty ſtopped (owing as we 
conceived to the very diſſolved ſtate of it; 
this is a circumſtance that very often 
occurs in ſcorbutlc” * patients, and 1 is not 


» 8 that are - highly ee 1 in che laſt ; 


ſtages of the diſeaſe, have ſometimes been bled to re- 
lieve the dyſpricea. In this diſſolved. ſtate of the 
blood, it is frequently very difficult to ſtop the bleed- 
ing; for 'although always placed in a. recumbent 
| poſture, and fainting is very common to them, we do 
not perceive it to have any effect in abating the evacu- 
ation. We have frequently been compelled to uſe a 
ſtrict bandage, and keep a continual preſſure on the 
orifice, until the intention was anſwered. Many who 
died of this. diſorder, and have been bled late in the 
_ diſeaſe, after their death, on the leaſt motion of the 
arm, bleed amazingly free. 


4 .- 


. 
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prevented by fainting :) the blood was ex- 
ceedingly hot and black, the ſerum very 
red and glutinous, a thick ſubſtance of a 
green colour, interſperſed with air bub- 
bles, formed the Kay Roa ſurface of the 


<+\3## 3 


was os a very Jools broken Fung rg ; 
the thermometer Was eighty- nine, and 
the bloed ſeparated in ſixteen minutes. 
Six days afterwards he was again bled to 
Eaſe a great difficulty of breathing, eight 
ounces were received into a china baſon; 3 
It; being quite calm, the thermometer was 
up to ninety-two degrees, the feparation 
took place in fifteen; minutes, and the 
whole quantity of ſerum was e in 
twenty; the heat of the blood was 
Featcely felt on the arm, the coagulum 
was covered with a red film, and a 
great quantity of frothy red ſerum 
teſted on this ſubſtance ; the body of the 
cruor was very florid, and poſſeſſed of that 
adheſive quality which accompanied the 

firſt bleeding. After he had been under a 

long courſe of mercurials, and not any 

veſtige of the diſorder appeared, he was 

bs +” 8 put 


— 
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put on a cooling nutritive diet; during 
the convaleſcent ſtate we took fit ounces | 


of blood from his arm, merely to obſerve 
whether any of the former appearances 
exifted in thoſe patients who bave ſuffer- 
ed ſo much by the diſorder ; in this cafe 


we were agreeably diſappointed, his blood : | 


being in as good a ſtate as poſſible, ex- 
cepting that the quantity of ſerum was 


not quite proportionable to the craſſa- 


mentum: this man perfectly recovered, 
and during eleven months that he con- 
tinued in the ſhip had not any more ill- 
neſs. From the ſtate of his blood, which 
was ſo very ſimilar to the fourth experi- 
ment, we were inclined to think that 


_ ſome venereal taint had affected his liver, 


and were not entirely convinced (not- 
withſtanding his proteſtations) until 
other more certain figns occurred, which 


diveſted us of all . feſpeting 


Bis YErgurty. 


ExyrgiveenT II. | 
A lad of fourteen years old, of athletic 


form, by plunging himſelf into a river, 


—— after he had been at hard 
work, 
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work; contracted a ſevere cold. In three 
days he applied for relief, and from being 
a remarkable florid ſprightly looking boy, 
he now was very pale, languid and thin. 
His principal complaints were a continu- 
al drowſineſs, with acute fixed pain un- 
der the enſiform catilage extending to the 
inferior ribs, a heavy oppreſſive breath- 
ing, with ſlight cough; urine very hot 
and ſeldom voided, univerſal tremblings, 
his body ſtooping forwards, ſkin parched 
and dry, with thirſt not to be appeaſed. 
From theſe and other apparent ſymptoms 
we were certain of the diſeaſe 'being the 
idiopathic hepatitis. Accordingly twelve 
ounces. of blood were taken away in two 
china baſons, the orifice was made large 
and it flowed very freely ; that which 
filled the laſt baſon trickled down his arm 
ſcalding it to a very great degree; and 
f all appeared black as it iſſued from the 
orifice. The baſons were placed near the 
thermometer, which was at eighty- four 
and eighty- five all this day; and the firſt 
portion of blood ſeemed to congeal ſoon- 
er than the other, but ! in viewing it as 
| nicely as we could, without diſturbing the 
| | whole, 
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5 whole,-i it was obſerved that this did not 
| penetrate; very deep; a ſmall piece of 
gold coin (a pagoda) was gently laid upon 
the ſurface, and when the blood was re- 
moved, the metal was under the crafla-. 
mentum; now, if the coagulation had 
been perfected, the coin would not have 
penetrated the ſurface, conſequently it 
could not be ſaid to be coagulated. In 
twenty minutes the blood of both baſons 
was compleatly congealed, without any 
ſerum either oozing out, or appearing at 
the edges of the baſons. In half an hour 
more we noticed the ſerum had ſeparated, 
which was in a ſmall quantity very red 
and glutinous ; this was carefully poured 
off, and the baſons placed in the ſame 
ſituation, to ſee whether more ſerum 
would iſſue from it: in another half hour 
the blood was in the ſtate we left it, only 
the ſurface of the craſſamentum covered 
with a. green thick coat, adhering very 
firmly to the circle of the veſſels. This 
being taken off, the under portion of craſ- 
ſamentum was very black, and of a looſe 
broken texture. Four. days after, it was 
Judged neceſſary. to bleed again, in conſe- 
quence 
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of which ten ounces! were drawn into 


two baſons as before, the mercury being 


up to eighty-ſeven, it was placed in the 


— degree of heat, and the ſubſequent 
cirrumſtances were obſerved; that the 
blood was not ſo black or hot as before, 


the ſerum in a ſmaller proportion and 


quite bloody, a great mahy air bubbles 
on the ſurface of the congutum, under 
which was a tough film of a dark blue 


colour, the craſſamentum not ſo black as 


the former, but its texture nearly the 
ſame. In theſe baſons the ſeparation was 
mpleated four minutes earlier than in 


the firſt bleeding. The patient was then 


put under a Merc arial courſe for near four 
wetks, during which time a flight inflam- 


tration attacked his eyes; he was again 


blooded to the quantity of fix ounces, 5 | 


thermometer being at eighty-five, 


blood was perfectly Teparated in NG 
minutes. The ſurface of the craſſamentum 


_ was now of a bright red, che ferum rather 
White, and in a gobd quantity, the coagu- 
lum much more denſe and firm, of its 


natural colour, and in fix weeks he re- 


yy his „2 * ſtate of health. 
| Ex- 
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F 7 


* 2 female ſervant, 408 Wan Wy | 


auth had long been ill of a diſorder called 


by the natives the boſs, (or ſpleen) this 


_ girl came under our care after the had, as 

was thought, been cured by the natives 
of the ſame diſorder. On a ſtrict. exami- 
nation, we found the enſiform cartilage 


drawn cloſe to the right fide of the ribs, 


the abdomen. much enlarged, very tenſe 


and hard, the reſpiration difficult and 


oppreſſive, the pulſe {ſmall and tenſe, the 
body coſtive, and in preſſing the epigaſ- 
tric region gn inſtantaneous ficknels, with 
ſneezing came on, bending the body for- 


ward, produced the ſame effect. This 
Zirl, although of ſuch an age, had not yet 
been ſubjected to the periodical evacu- 


ations. From theſe ſymptoms we were 


Inclined to think that this diſorder was in 


the liver, and had every reaſon to conjec- 


ture, from the information we could get, 
that the former complaint was the ſame. 
Six ounces of blood were taken from ber 
arm, and received into two tea cups; the 


mercury being at eighty- four; the blood 
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was eighteen minutes in ſeparating, twen- 
ty- five before any ſerum appeared, and 
ten minutes longer in compleating it; the 
appearances of theſe cups were exactly ; 


ſimilar to thoſe in the former experiment. 


During the cure ſhe was again blooded, 
atid tlie only difference between the blood 


now, and that of the ſecond bleeding in 
the other patient (Which merited obſer- 


Vation) was, that there was a greater 


proportion of ſerum than is common. 


Before ſhe was perfectly recovered, her 
menſes broke out; and continued an un- 


uſual time; however, as ſhe was not ap- 


parently enfeebled by this evacuation; the 


method of practice was continued, on 
which in- foufteen days ſhe per fectly re- 


* _ has ever ſince enjoyed good 
health. - 2 96 C* 1 35 13 [04% i we 
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As $1 Oo middle aged man, Aube 
| had. been the greateſt part of his life 
at ſea, complained of a heavy. oppreſſive 
head- ach, and ſoreneſs of the throat, with 
| difficulty | of deglutition, yet there. were 


not any ſigns of inflammation either 5 
about the tonſils or uvula ;: ten ounces. of : 


blood. were taken from his arm into. tw 
ſmall baſons, and placed near a thermo- 
meter, which then ſtood at ninety degrees; 


5 we obſeryed, during the bleeding, 1 that the 


| blood. was remarkably hot'and black, the 
former quality he complained. of, by re+ 
marking, when it trickled down his arm 
(which was not till, very late in the eva. 


5 cuation) that it ſcalded his ſkin. The 


firſt baſon ſtood twenty minutes before 
any coagulum was formed, and fifty mi- 
nutes before 1 it ſeparated any quantity of 

ſerum,” 
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' ſerum. The ſecond baſon depoſited the 
craſſamentum in the ſame time, but the 


ſerum of the latter oozed out and became 
general in forty- five minutes. Both theſe 
portions of blood had a very thick coat 
of a greeniſh hue, extended over the ſur- 
face of the cruor, and adhered very firmly 
to the baſons ; the ſerum was rather of a 
red colour and very glutinous ; ; this ſub- 

ſtance being removed from the coagu- 
lum, it was remarked to he of a looſe 
broken texture, and very black. The 


| ſymptoms being relieved, no medicines | 


were given, and the following day he was 
tolerably well; on the third day he again 
complained of the ſymptoms, and more 
particularly of his fend; his pulſe was 


now hard and very full, in conſequence 


of which fix 6unces 1 more of blood were 
taken away, but the heat of it did | 
not affect his arm, neither had it that 
black appearance when iſſuing from the 
orifice ; the thermometer being a at eighty- 


fix, the heat. was adjuſted to the firſt by 


the aſſiſtance of hot water. This blaod 


was in a very different ſtate from the for- 
mer, the ſerum being Pants bloody, and 


in 
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in a * ſmall quantity; the furface of 

the craſſamentum was filled with air 

bubbles, which being pricked, diſcovered 

a thin tough ſubſtance of a dark bluiſh 
Colour; the craſſamentum was not ſo 
black as the former, but of the ſame tex- 
ture. In ſix days from the firſt bleeding, 
this man came again to the medicine 
cheſt, with a variety of complaints, very 
different from any of the former he had 
made, and which at once beſpoke the 
diſeaſe to be inveterately venereal, altho' 
he declared he had not had connection 
with any woman for five weeks before. 


A mercurial courſe was immediately made 
uſe of, and in three months he was. per- 
fectly eee During the illneſs it 
was ex pedient to bleed him twice; in the 


firſt of theſe bleedings,, the blood had not 


any of the former appearances, the ſerum - 


was in larger quantities, and of a white 
colour, the upper part of the craſſamen- 


tum of a bright red, the refidue of 0 | 


cruor nearly in the natural ſtate; 


other quantity which was drawn Au in 


* cure eren a a "Io deal 
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broken down) had not any of the other 


morbid kpprarances. TIO 


ExrrRüEur II. 
Ts young man, aged eighteen years, of 


a delicate frame, who had been at ſea two 


years. complained of a gonorrhea, which 


he had contracted twelve or fourteen days. 


The inflammation threatening the affected 
parts very much, it was deemed prudent 
to take away eight ounces of blood: as 


it trickled down the arm, he obſerved the 


heat was diſagreeable to him. This 
baſon was placed near the thermometer, 
which then food at eighty-one degrees. 
'The craſſamentum was fifteen minutes i in 
forming, and three more before com- 


pleated; the ſerum was in a ſmall quan- 


tity; of a red colour; the external coagu- 
lum was of a fine cinnabar colour, the 


reſidue black and very adheſive. During 


the cure, which was very much protrac- 
ted by the intenſe heat of the ſeaſon, and 


| the continual inflammation fixed in the 


parts, it' was deemed requiſite to repeat 

the formerevacuation ; accordingly eight 

ources of blood were ln from his arm, 
| which 
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which flowed freely from the orifice, and 
without any complaint of its heat. The 
thermometer ſtood at ninety degr ees, and 
in twenty minutes the blood was com- 
pletely ſeparated, which did not ſhew any 
morbid appearances; ſoon after this ſe- 
cond bleeding, the inflammatory ſymp- 
toms diſappeared, and in a few wecks his 
health was perfectly reſtored. f 


\ 


. _ ExpERIMENT III. 

An infant of nine months old, at the 

breaſt, had been infected by the nurſe 
with an inveterate venereal complaint, 
which terminated in death. Four ounces 
of blood were drawn, which was very 
much diſſolved; the craſſamentum form 
ed in ten minutes, and depoſited an ex- 
traordinary dark coloured ſubſtance on 

the bottom of the cup; the ſerum did 
not ſeparate until four minutes after, 
when the texture was thin, ropy, and 
very red; the upper part of the gluten 
was ſtudded with a number of blue pelli- 
cles containing air; the under ſubſtance 
tough and adheſive; the air at this time 
was cool, ſeventy-eight degrees being the 
N2 greateſt 


189 QBS3RVATIQNS "- ” 
greateſt height of the thermometer in 
this day. In conſequence of this, the 
nurſe (a Gentoo) was next day blooded, 
who apparently was healthy, being luſty 
and active, only her eyes looked heavy 
50 ſleepy, or there were no ſigns of diſ- 
caſe; the blood was entirely the ſame as 
in Experiment I, and ſhe lived only three 
months after the child, though there were 
never any venereal en on her. 


1 nn en in bleeding u num- 
her of patients in Bengal, during the 
rainy ſeaſon, and at the approach of the 


| colder months, when the humidity of the 


air is very great, that the blood is always 
of a florid red colour; this we conceive 
ariſes from the atmoſphere being at this 
time ſo much impregnated with nitre, 
and may be the effect of the air on the 
lungs, being ſo long accuſtomed to in- 
hale ſuch vapours. We are induced to 
form this opinion, becauſe in the other 
months in this climate, we have never 
noted the ſame Ts RAE 


A 


— 
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A great variety of obſervations of the 
ſame nature have been made on venereal 
and hepatic patients, but as the reſult of 
them all is the ſame; with very little de- 
viation, a more tedious account would 
only be tiring out readers; without af- 
fording them any more convincing proofs 
of the analogy. Therefore we ſhall only 
obſerve, that there is a great and exact 
affinity between theſe diſeaſes in the vital 
fluid, and that the method of curing them 
is nearly the fame, conſequently we may 
ventute to draw ſome parallel between 
the venereal virus (when acting in its 
complicated form on the human body) 
and the exalted and very acrimonious ſtate 
of the bile and animal fluids, in the ad- 
vanced ſtate of the hepatitis. Theſe are 
queries which open a very extenſive field 
for reaſoning; and as all new hypotheſis 
are attended with imminent peril of in- 
curring cenſure, it is moſt prudent to 
leave this matter to be diſcuſſed by thoſe 
who are poſſeſſed with abilities more equal 
to the taſk, and whoſe practice and know- 
ledge of theſe diſeaſes are more extended 
and familiarized. e 
| W . 
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DISSECTIONS. 


E 1 . N 
q Patients ho did of the thai. 


CASE J. 


1 12 has been remarked, in the obſerva- 
tions on the hepatitis and hepatic flux, 
that there were ſome juſt grounds for at- 


tributing the dyſentery to the liver; and 


alſo that the unſound ſtate of that viſcus, 
in thoſe who died of the diſorder, would 
fully illuſtrate the nature of it, by.ſhew- 
ing us directly the ſeat of the complaint. 
From nine diſſections of thoſe who died 
of the liver, and ſeven of thoſe who died 
of the hepatic flux, we have ſelected three 
of each, which we flatter ourſelves will 


ſufficiently evince the exiſtence of thoſe 


diſeaſes to be: agreeable to the remarks 
hitherto related Caſe I. in the latitude of 


14 { ſouth, and two degrees caſt of London, 
in * 1774 ſurgeon of the York 


Eaft- 


- 


wot - LY 
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| Eaſt-Indiaman, one of the Hon. Com- 
pany's recruits was taken ill early i in the 
morning. About nine o'clock he was 
lying on the outer range of the cable near 
the main hatch way, with his ſtomach 
preſſing on it; his eyes were amazingly 
inflamed, and a great diſcharge of frothy 
ſaliva iſſued involuntarily from his 
mouth, the heat of his ſkin excteded any 
we had ever before felt; his pulſe ' was 
very ſmall and quick, ſometimes inter- 
mitting, his face very florid, and his neck 
remarkably red; he was flightly delirious, 
.and all the information we could get frotn 
him was, that he had for two or three 
days been very coſtive, and his appetite 
had left him; that this morning he Was 
ſeized (when endeavouring to riſe) with a 
fainting fit; that his belly was very. 
much ſwelled, and that he thought'He 
had the dropſy; his breathing was en- 
ceedingly difficult and ſhort, and he Had 
aà continual racking pain at the pit f NS 
ſtomach. We were much ſurprized tb 
ſee him ſo ſuddenly and Yiolently Attack 
ed; for the day before Re Was en deck 
With the other recruits; and did Hot ape 
N 4 _ 
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pear ill. We had then been ſeventeen 
weeks at ſea, during which time this man 
had never complained, but was remarked 
for being a very healthy and active fel- 


low; many of his meſs- mates were then 


down with the ſcurvy, and the 7 
company were alſo very unbealthy. 


examining the body, we perceived his 


abdomen very much enlarged, exceedingly 
hard and tenſe; prefling it forcibly with 
both hands, occaſioned a hiecup and 


ſneezing, fo that we were in no doubt 


reſpecting the certainty of the diſorder, 
accordingly twelve ounces of blood were 
immediately taken away; a bolus, com- 
poſed of ſix grains of calomel and half a 


5 drachm of rhubarb, was next adminiſtered, 


and an oily clyſter was injected to cool the 
bowels and ſoften the fœces, (this he 


could not retain) drinking as often as 


poſſible a decoction of tamarinds and 
ſenna, to a pint of which, adding three 
Fraigs of emetic tartar. At eleven o'clock 


he 2088. in the. ſame ſtate, again twelve 


133 


fame. medicines given, wich the Rn 
of i ** in. hot vinegar, and a 


** 


2 28 . N a CY ap- 


K — 
. 


\ 


ur AT e is Abb. 195 8 
applied over the abdomen. At "one 
-o'clock the ſymptoms were more violent, 
with ſingultus and ſubſultus tendinum, 
his pulſe ſmall and very quick; on which 
we took ſix ounces of blood from his 
other arm and repeated the medicines. 
We faw him again at two o'clock, when 
he had taken twelve grains of calomel, 
one drachm and a half of rhubarb, and 
had drank three pints « of the eh. | 
which contained ſeven grains of emẽètic 
tartar. Notwithſtanding theſe applica- 
tions, no evacuations of any ſort could be 
procured; on which two ounces 7 8 
oil were given him directiy, and the fam 
quantity repeated in half an hour, bas 
all thefe medicines had not any effect, for 
he died at three o'clock, apparenety with- 
out pain. This is a very extraordinary 
caſe; and to thoſe gentlemen. who have 
not ſeen this diſorder, it will, no douht, 

appear that a great quantity of medicine 
Was thrown into the ſtomach: this is 
moſt. readily admitted; but the life of the 
patient reſted entirely « on. copious evacu- 
ations, for, could the paſſages have beeh 

Spain, there is not the leaſt doubt but 
this 
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this man would have IC 3 ug gerd 
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"He was PETE raken on wk. HP 


we proceeded. to inſpect the body; we 
choſe rather to open the thorax Hirt, not 


5 4 to view the Hate of the 5 Jungd . but 


wee a « 


tural ſtate, "and perkeclly 3 the 
right lobe did not appear diſeaſed, al- 
though the inferior part of it was entirely 
collapſed by the preſſure of the dia- 
phragm, which had protruded very much 


into this cavity. We cut into the abdo- 


men, and obſerved the ſtomach had 
not any thirg in it, except about three 
pints of decoction, which had been drank 
during the illneſs. The duodenum was 
collapſed at its origin (from the pylorus) 


E which extended below the orifice of the 


ductus c communis cholidochus ; ; the other 
bowels appeared in their natural Nate, 
except . a quantity of air (more than is 
uſually found in the fer of ſub- 


Jects) which was pent up in the colon; 
K bladder contained about a pint of 
_— | very 


HEPATIC D3SHASHS Oh 
very yellow urine, the ſpleen diꝗ nat 
pear to have undergone any change, 1 
gall bladder had a {mall quantity \of 
blackiſh green, fluid contained in 5 the 
cyſtic and hepatic ducts were Empty, the 
ductus communis cholidochus contained 
a little deep yellow fluid, which could 
not be preſſed into the duodenum, there- 
fore we concluded that the orifice of t this 
duct was contracted in the ſame manner 
as the upper portion. of the duodenum. 
The portion of the liver which circum- 
ſcribes the gall bladder was of a Temark- 
able 1 7. hue, butt ag we could not diſ- 
dern any V rupture of the biliary Uubts' ot 
bladder, we were ar 4 4 tols to agccur it for 
this appearance.” The liver . the öb⸗ 
Jed which principally engage d ur aten | 
tion; 'the large lobe was of a dark black 
colgur, the other portion of a very duſky 
the ſize was ſo amazingly great, that | 
it dechpied the greateſt part of the abdo⸗ 
men, "from this we were induced carefully 
to take it out and weigh it by à ſteel-yard. 
The weight of it was twelve pounds and 
an half; having cut into the ſibſtance 
of it, chere v was s not any eylt. pus; of other 
$40 O17 Of 4 EY $ 3m $ he +1). "matter 


4 


. 


1 ; 
J 5 4 
” 1 


oA tune 8. 
part. From thefice e. 


matter in any 


may conclude, that the inflammatory. thts 
poſition of the b&wel, muſt have bern ee 
great; and, that if the patient had furvived 


4 ſuppurariori would have been the cc 
ſequence,” which from the very large Rate 
of the liver, would moſt probably' have 


P 


terminated in death. Sd 


As 5 fs ? 4 
LY * es a * — 4 Ov, *. 


840 U. 5 

"0 an s ſoldier, who had bern 
under the care of Mr. Veetch, furgton at 
Fort Marlbro, for a liver cotaplaint, of 
which he was much better, by an unlucky 


blow from his drunken comrade WAS. in- 


ſtantly killed, and being called in to in- 


ſpect te body (relative to the cauſe of his 
death) we obſerved the following c circum- 
ſtances ; that the ſtomach and bowels 
were in their natural ſtate, the ſpleen 


weighed: eighteen ounces, and was wr 


turgid, the right lobe of the lungs. muc 


diſeaſed, and 3 to the pleura, the 


gall bladder full of bilious fluid and con- 
ſiderably enlarged; the biliary ducts in 
their natural ſtate, the ſuperior part of 


the liver adhered very firmly to the dia - 
N phragm, * 
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 phragm,:which.was very ſpongy and flac- 


cid; the, liver of à dark red colour, and 
weighed. ſeven pounds, 1 in the ſubſtance 


af this bawel, there were many cyſts filled 


with yellow pus. This man had been 
under a courſe of medicine near ſix weeks 


before his death, and was judged to be 


recovering ; how far the poſſibility may 
be admitted of this man's exiſting with 
bis viſcera in this ſtate, we mall nat pre- 
tend to determinę; certain it is, that he, 


from a very enfeebled ſtate, was naw, able 
to take ſome exerciſe, and his appetite, was 


tolerably good. V have many *inſtan- 


*A very remarkable inſtance of this kind hes lately 
occurred in a quadruped, perfectly healthy, and th 
fleſh. very. good. The huer of this animal was very 

ſwall, and full of eyſts end yellow pus, the right lobe a 
the lungs entirely collapſed, and muſt have been long 


uſeleſs. Between the lower ribs and liver we took 


an encyſted tumour of the ſteatomous kind, which 
r four pounds, of a very round ſhape; one 
ſige 0s; it, en to * inferior ribs, and. the neck 


1.5 ww + - 


any . to 0 neither + was it any where 
perforated ta admit the egreſs; or cireulation of its 


contents, the ligamengę not apparently having ng 
MY in them. 
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ces in quadrupeds that have been deemed 
very good food, whoſe livers were in a 
ſimilar fate, Which is vulgarly called 
ſtony, yet theſe animals (to all co 
RS) have been perfectiy W 


. Cas III. 

A Tein, ec years of age, 
who had been very ill with a bilious re- 
„ mitting fever, before he was thorou; ghly 
* recovered was attacked with the ſevere 
_ ſymptoms of a liver complaint ; his ab- 
domen was very much enlarged with 
acute pain in the thorax, the enſiform 
cartilage was drawn cloſe. to the edge of 
the ribs, which occaſioned great pain, 


particularly in reſpiration; his habit of 


body coſtive, and his pulſe ſmall, hard, 
and frequent. In this ſlate he lived fix 
weeks, being ſome days much better, and 
at other times exceedingly. dejected and 
low. A few days before his death he was 


ſeized with "violent horrors and tremors, 


which never left him, an involuntary 
Evacuation of fœces followed with ſingul- 


tus, and in two hours after he coed 


without any acute pains, | 
: Haring | 


- 
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Having removed the body to a conve- 
nient place we Proceeded to open it, be- 
ginning the examination by inf pecting 
the thorax. The right lobe of the lungs 

was collapſed, and adhered to the inferior 
part of the pleura, and alſo laterally to 
that membrane; the inferior portion of 
this lobe was much ulcerated, and the 
bronchia ſtuffed with a glutinous yellow | 
fluid, ſome of which had paſſed to the 9 
ſuperior part of the larynx; the left lobe 
of the lungs was very much inflamed, and 
rather larger than is uſually obſerved, 
this perhaps might be occaſioned by the 
other lobe being unfit for its. office, con- 
ſequently then a larger and more copious 

Inſpiration would paſs 1 into the left lobe, 
and by long continuance create this pre- 
ternatural appearance: neither will it be 
extraordinary, if we conſider the claſtic 
powers of the air bladders, which are ca- 

paable at all times of containing more air 
than is generally taken in, in the act of 
reſpiration; the diaphragm was in its 
natural poſition ; the heart appeared ra- 
ther larger than uſual, which we attri- 
buted to a greater quantity of fluid than 
1s 
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is cuſtomary, being lodged in the pericar- 
dium. We cut into the abdomen 2 
found the bowels. entirely perfect; the 
ſtomach and bladder were empty; 5 
the anterior ſurface of the ſtomach there 
ſeemed to have been ſome traces of former 
inflammation, this part looking of a dull 
red, ſimilar ta what we obſerve in long 
continued inflammations of the eyes; the 
papereas was of its common, form and 
fize, the ſpleen large and very turgid; the 
omentum in a very decayed ſtate; and 
that part of the peritoneum which enve- 
lops the hver appeared much inflamed, 
and ſo very tender that it was difficult to 
bandle it; the right kidney was of a much 
larger ſize than common, but its ureter 
proportional, yet we did not obſerve any 
defect in the other, nor did this appear 
the leaſt diſeaſed. We next examined 
the liver, which was of a black colour 
and very firm, the upper and gibbous 
part adhering ſtrictly to the diaphragm, 
and created a diſcolouration of that muſ- 
cle, which, ſeemed to be in an inflamed 
ſtate; this portion of the liver was of a 
5 ſpon 87. looſe texture, and ſeperated in 
many 


„ 
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* 
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many parts when gently preſſed; the 
ligamentum teres was remarkably ſhort, 
and at its inſertion into the ſmall fiſſure of 
the lower edge of the liver it was thick 
and large, which might be occaſioned by 
the contracted ſtate of the ligament ; the 
ligamentum ſuſpenſorium had not (that 
we could perceive) undergone any change, 
though we expected to have found it 
lengthened in the ſame proportion as the 

other ligament had been ſhortened. The 
gall bladder was full of green bile, though 
not increaſed in ſize; the biliary duds 
ſeemed to be more full and extended than 
is natural, and the orifice of the ductus 
communis cholodochus was ſpacious and 
much relaxed; in this duct were three 
ſmall hardened ſubſtances, of an irregular 
form, and of a deep yellow colour, which 
cut like ſoftened wax, but as we were not 
able clearly to aſcertain what they were, 
we have declined enlarging on this head, 
as every phyſical reader may diſſent in 
opinion from our conjectures. 


0 CHAP. 


x 3 | 
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opens” oe 
Difſedtions of Patients who died 0 hong 
Hepatic Dyſentery. 


W E have before briefly conſidered two 
caſes of the bilious dyſentery, 
which were attended with an immediate 
iſſue of blood; as theſe caſes are nearly 
alike, and the reſult of the diſſections 
the ſame, we for brevity ſhall only re- 
late the hiſtory of the firſt, which was 
the moſt ſpeedy and inveterate; af- 
terwards two other diſſections will be 
deſcribed, with a view to juſtify and cor- 
roborate the opinion we have entertained 
reſpecting the ſeat of the diſeaſe being in 
the liver. A young and remarkable 
healthy man, of a florid complexion and 
robuſt habit, who had been two years at 
ſea, uſed a great deal of exerciſe, and was 
ſingularly noted by all the officers in the - » 
ſhip for his activity and induſtry, was 
— taken ill with a moſt ex- 
N cruciating 
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HEPATIC DISEASES. 195 
cruciating pain in the ſtomach; he in- 
ſtantly applied for relief, and ſaid his 
ſpirits were very much dejected, and that 
he was certain he could not live long; 
we endeavoured, as much as poſlible, to 
appeaſe theſe imaginations, as it too often 
happens that mental anxieties, particu- 
larly when received and fixed in bigot- 
ted diſpoſitions, are very detrimental to 
the afflicted, . and by that means retard 
the patient's recovery ; therefore, as he 
was ſo much depreſſed, we not only made 
uſe of our own perſuaſions to enliven 
him, but alſo continually kept one or two 
of his meſs-mates with him, to amuſe 
and divert his attention. The pain in 
his ſtomach was ſo exceedingly acute, 
that he was almoſt bent double; his pulſe 
quick and very ſmall; his countenance 
more florid than ever we obſerved it (even 
after laborious employment); his hands 
trembled ſo much, that he could not 
carry any thing in a ſhallow veſſel to his 
mouth, without ſpilling the greateſt part 
of it; his eyes appeared very dull, and 
tinged with a thick duſky inflammation; 
his head ached very much, though not 
Ee | O2 continually; 
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_ continually ; but he had no inclination to 
drink, nor any ſickneſs or griping in the 
| ſtomach ; and the preceding day had two 
copious motions, which he obſerved were 


very hot, but this day neither voided any 


water, nor perfpired. We carefully exa- 
. mined his abdomen, and could only dif- 


cover a tightneſs and ſtricture in the right 
epigaſtric region, but from the poſition of 
his body, we were not able to ſatisfy our- 
ſelves in the examination, for the only 


thing that merited our attention was, 
that in forcibly preſſing the poſterior part 
of the right lumbar region, he ſhrunk 
from the preſſure, although he did not 
complain of any particular acute pain 
thereabouts. Theſe are all the curcum- 


ſtances we could collect from the patient, 


or from our own obſervations; accord- 
ingly twelve ounces of blood were drawn 


from his arm, and a mixture compoſed of 


two ounces of manna, and four ounces of 


olive oil, with a little oil of peppermint 
(to make it palatable) was made up, half 
of this was given directly, and as it con- 
tinued well on his ſtomach, the reſidue 


was repeated in an hour after; but no- 


thing 
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thing was effected by theſe means, ſo that 
at four o'clock eight ounces of blood 
more were drawn away, and thirty drops 
of thebaic tincture with mint water ad- 
miniſtered; two hours afterwards the 
pain was decreaſing, though he could not 
raiſe his body; another opiate of twenty 
drops was taken, judging that if the pain 

could be abated, gentle laxatives would 
remove the complaint. One circum- 

ſtance now attracted our attention, his 
countenance, from being as before re- 
markably florid, became pale and yellow, 
and his eyes very clear, ſo that his fate 
appeared to be at a very critical point, 
and we were much alarmed by ſuch a 
ſadden change : a fomentation of vinegar 
was applied to his abdomen, a large bliſ- 
ter laid over the ſcrobiculus cordis, and 
a camphorated julep, with a ſmall portion 
of antimonial wine (ten drops to a doſe) 
was adminiſtered every half hour. At 
ſeven o'clock we were ſent for, and he 
informed us that he had juſt evacuated a 
very plentiful ſtool, and thought himſelf 
rather more free from pain, but moſt 
miſerably unhappy and diſquieted. His 
O 3 bed 
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bed was laid on a large cheſt, as much 1 in 


the air as poſſible, without being in the 
current of it; when, after ſtaying with 


him about ten minutes, he again made 
uſe of the bucket, but the diſcharge was 
ſo intolerably fœtid, that there was no 
poſſibility of ſtanding to leeward of the 
conveniency : even the men on the other 
ſide complained, and went on deck to 


avoid the offenſive ſmell. We requeſted 


the people in the adjacent meſſes to move 
farther off, and alſo thofe to leeward to 
get out of the immediate drift of the efflu- 


via, leſt the putrid effect of it might create 


an univerſal ſickneſs. The deck, beams, 
and carlings around him were all repeat- 
edly waſhed with vinegar, beſides which, 


a tea-kettle filled with the ſame liquor 


was kept continually boiling near his 
bed, that the ſteam iſſuing from the ſpout 
might counteract the putreſcency of the 


ſtools; the bucket was half filled with 
* water, and, to make it more commodious, 
the gun was run in and moved out of 
the way, that the veſſel might be inſtant- 


ly emptied, which was left hanging! in the 


water, keeping two buckets in uſe: by 


this 


* 
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this method-we avoided the offenſive ſmell 


from the dirty veſſel, which was always - 


well cleaned before it was wanted; and 
it is certain that it prevented the evil 
conſequences which were to be appre- 
hended from a patient ſo dangerouſly ill. 


We looked at this motion, and did not 


ſee any excrement, or any thing of a ſter- 
coreous nature; the water being very red, 

convinced us the evacuation was pure 
blood. To be more certain, a pewter 


baſon was ſuſpended on the water in the 


bucket, and the next motion proved our 
ſuſpicions to be well grounded; 

ounces of blood were drawn away, and 
the opiate with elixir of vitriol repeated; 


but as we afterwards obſerved: that the 
opiate had no effect, it was diſcontinued, 


and the vitriol given with ſtrong decoction 

of bark. Early the next morning, we no- 
ticed that the bliſter had not penetrated; 
his pulſe was low and intermitted; the 
pain in his ſtomach was entirely gone; his 
eyes were ſunk; and his aſpect pronoun- 
ced his diſſolution to be near; bark clyſ- 


ters with alum were thrown up, the 


relaxation being too great for him to 
O 4 N 5 retain 
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retain them. Thus this poor fellow con- 
tinued until four o'clock the enſuing 
day, when a flight raving came on, a 
ſmall interval of eaſe ſucceeded, he was 
placed on the bucket, and expired with- 
out a ſigh. The different ſtages were ſo 
very rapid that they admitted of no palli- 
ation, and the event fo ſuddenly fatal, 
that we were under the greateſt appre- 
henſions leſt the diſeaſe ſhould reſume an 
epidemical form, and be attended with 
fatal conſequences, but, happily, this did. 
not occur. It is certain, however, that 
in this ſtage of the dyſentery little is to be 
expected from medicine. The other caſe, 
which ſoon followed (where every aſſiſt- 
ance of the faculty on board of other 
ſhips, and on fhore, were called in to re- 
lieve the patient from the impending 
danger) too clearly demonſtrated the au- 
_ thority of this declaration. There is one 
great conſolation, however, that this diſ- 
order but ſeldom ſhews itſelf in ſuch a 
- manner, theſe two caſes being all that we 
have met with in fourteen years practice; 
nor have we heard of many from the 
gentlemen of the profeflion, The body 
8 c Was 
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was ſoon after removed on deck, and on 
the abdomen being opened, the ſtomach 
was found to contain a ſmall quantity of 
air, with a very little fluid of a brown 
colour, which we concluded was tea 
mixed with ſome of the bark; the duo 
denum jejunum and 1leum were quite 
empty ; the colon appeared a little con- 
tracted in that portion which paſſes under - 
the liver; the caecum and rectum exter- 
nally appeared in their natural ſtate; we 
flit the whole of the inteſtinal tubes, ex- 
petting tò diſcover ſome traces of diſeaſe, 
but there were not any that could be 
fairly ſaid to prove the truth of ſuch a ſup- 
poſition, . for all that could be obſerved 
was an abraſion of the inferior part of . 
the rectum near the anus, which part of 
the bowel was more ſoft and flaccid than 
natural; the offenſive mucus that lined 
the rectum was carefully waſhed off, but 
we could not then ſee any marks of in- 
flammation ; the portion of the colon 
under the liver was ſomewhat diſcolour- 
ed ; the duodenum, where it is perfo- 
rated with the biliary duct, was tinged 
with a * bus; the ſpleen and pan- 
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creas were natural; the liver was te- 
warkably ſmall and hard, being of a 
very dark colour, the inner texture ex- 
ceedingly firm and compact; the liga- 


mentum ſuſpenſorium was of an unuſual 


length; the gall bladder contained a ſmall 
quantity of very viſcid livid fluid; the 
ductus communis cholidochus was filled 


with concreted bile; the other. biliary 


tubes the ſame as uſual; the kidneys 
were not the leaſt diſeaſed ; and the blad- 
der contained near a pint of ſaffron co- 
loured urine. . 


Cast H. 1 
A ſeaman of forty years of age, who 
had been long ill with a bilious remitting 


fever, from r he had not recovered, 
being in a low and very feeble ſtate, by 


expoſing himſelf too early, contracted a 


ſevere cold, which brought on an acute 


fixed pain under the enſiſorm cartilage, 
ſometimes extending backward to the 
ſpine; his eyes were dull and tinged with 
a yellow hue; his urine exceedingly hot 
and ſcalding; in the morning, (immedi- 


ately on riſing) a ſtrenuous inclination to 


vomit 
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vomit came on, though unable to throw 
any thing off his ſtomach. The ſecond 
day after the attack he applied for relief; 
accordingly his body was carefully exa- 
mined, but no viſible alteration could be 
felt or perceived, fo that a gentle emetic 
of ipecacuanha only was adminiſtered, 
facilitating the operation by drinking 
plentifully of camomile tea; this medi- 
cine produced no ſenſible effect. In three 
hours afterwards, a laxative, compoſed of 
ſenna and manna, was given; this pro- 
duced three or four copious motions, and 
in the evening he was much better; an 
opiate therefore was given to prevent any 
relapſe. The following day he appeared 
conſiderably eaſier, and did not take any 
medicines; but the next, which was the 
fourth of his illneſs, he complained of 
having been very much purged all night, 
yet had not any pains about him, except 
a very cold ſenſation about the ſtomach; 
his pulſe ſmall and rather hard: a pur- 
gative, compoſed of rhubarb and calomel, 
was now inſtantly given, ſupporting him 
with wine, &c. this had the deſired effect, 
although the purging was not in the leaſt 
abated, 
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abated, his ſtools being yellow and green, 
of a gelatinous ſubſtance, without any ex- 
crement; in this ſtate he continued, ſome ' 


days better and others work, for nearly 
three weeks, during which time there were 
not any portions or ſtreaks of blood mix- 


ed with the diſcharge. Now the ſymp- 
toms encreaſed very rapidly, the ſtools 
were more frequent, and leſs of the pu- 
rulent ſort, his urine high coloured, 
though not hot; the pulſe ſoft and quick, 
frequently intermitting, then riſing and 


throbbing hard; his countenance cada- 


verous; the abdomen much enlarged, 
and yet very ſoft to the touch, ſometimes, 


particularly towards evening, being of its 


natural ſize: in this ſtate he exiſted three 
days longer, when a delirium came on, 


and he died in the action of voiding his 


fœces. In leſs than an hour after death 
his body was much diſcoloured, though 
not in the leaſt offenſive; we carefully 


waſhed it with vinegar, and having placed 


it in a convenient ſituation for inſpection, 
we proceeded to open the abdomen prior 
to the inſpection of the thorax, which in 


the other diſſections had been examined 
firſt; 
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firſt; the peritoneum was found to be 
conſiderably inflamed, and particularly 
ſo near the ſmall lobe of the liver, which 
anteriorly adhered very firmly to it. This 
portion of that viſcus was of a white 
colour, ſoft and ſpongy ; the liver was 
not at all enlarged, nor had the other 
external ſurface of it undergone any 
change. We carefully turned it upwards 
to examine the concave part and gall 
bladder; this fide of the bowel was of a 
much darker colour than natural, and 
_ exceedingly flabby, the gall bladder en- 
tirely empty, and its outer muſcular coat 
much more thick and firm than ever we 
recollect to have ſeen any; the ſurround- 
ing part of the liver was of a green aſpect; 
and remarkably flaccid, with many hy- 
_ datids irregularly interſperſed here; the 
cyſtic duct, and alſo the ductus commu- 
nis cholodochus were ſurcharged with a 
very viſcid bilious ſubſtance; the hepatic 
duct much contracted and hardened, ſo 
that we were of opinion that this paſſage 
had been long obſtructed, and had not 
admitted any channel for the bile. By 
cutting into the ſubſtance of the liver, 
near 
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near the origin of this tube, we diſcover- 


ed many cyſts of yellow pus, which were 
in a very fluid ſtate, the reſidue of this 


bowel appeared ſound ; the ſtomach con- 


tained a ſmall quantity of very thin fluid, 
of a white colour; the duodenum was 


much coloured with a yellow cruit, which 
adhered very firmly to its inner coat, 


About the orifice of the ductus commu- 
nis cholidochus, which was conſiderably 
extended, there was a ſmall collection of 
very thin offenſive bilious fluid: the other 
ſmall bowels, and alſo the colon and 
cœcum were in a perfect ſtate. The 
rectum was cut longitudinally; here we 


could not obſerve any defect, excepting 


within about half an inch of the anus, 
where appeared an inflammatory diſco- 
louration, and the bowel was more ſoft 
than in a healthy ſtate, which circum- 
ſtance is often occaſioned by a prociden- 


tia ani, or teneſmus. The kidneys were 


ſound, and as we uſually obſerve them; _ 
the bladder quite empty; the ſpleen and 


| pancreas had not undergone any change; 


the under ſurface of the diaphragm con- 
W to the liver had evident marks of 
former 


* 
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former inflammation ; the omentum to- 
wards the ala ſügerier was ſomewhat dif- 
coloured, otherwiſe it was perſect; and the 
meſentery appeared very dry and contrac- 
ted. We afterwards ſewed up the abdo- 
men, and examined the thorax; the right 
lobe of the lungs anteriorly 248880 very 
ſtrongly to the pleura; the inferior por- 
tion of this lobe was of a white aſh 
colour, and retained the inflated air; the 
other lobe, with the reſt of the contents of 
the thorax, were entirely perfect; the 
diaphragm was more convex on the right 

| ſide of the thorax than 1s natural in ſub- _ 


jects we generally diſſect. 


CAsk III. 


A lad, eighteen years of age, bal 
been as many months at ſea, and hitherto 
very healthy, though of an indolent diſ- 
poſition, . was taken ill with a vomiting, 
acute head-ach, continual thirſt and lum- 
bago. In this ſtate he came to the medi- 
cine cheſt ; his pulſe being full and hard 
eight ounces of blood: were taken away, 
and an emetic of tartar, with 1pecacuan- 
ha, was adminiſtered; after this had 
ET | | operated 


203 OBSERVATIONS ON 
operated well, a laxative was taken, and 
at going to reſt, an opiate to eaſe the 
pains and pramote the natural ſleep ; the 
next day a bolus, compoſed of two grains 
of calomel and two ſcruples of rhubarb, 
was given, drinking freely of thin congee, 
his ſtools were then more numerous, 
being of a gelatinous ſubſtance, and he 
ſeemed much eaſier; in the evening the 
dormitive draught was repeated, and he 
{flept all night undiſturbed by the com- 
plaint. On the morning of the enſuing 
day the dyſentery became more violent, 
with teneſmus and acute gripings in the 
inferior region of his body. The ſtrain- 
ing was ſo violent as to bring down the 
rectum; this protruſion of the bowel 
created great heat and pain; his pulſe 
was more moderate and favourable than 
could be expected, the ſickneſs entirely 
removed, and he reſpired freely. The 
tobacco fumigations relieved the gripings 
and promoted the inteſtinal diſcharge; 
but when the genial warmth afforded by 
this application was gone off, the ſymp- 
toms were equally acute; bladders with 


water, fomentations, and vinegar made as 
hot 
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hot as could be conveniently borne, were 
continually uſed ; the bolus was again 
| repeated; with the opiate at night, and 
produced the ſame effect. On moving 
about, the complaints became general, 
therefore he was confined to his ham- 
mock (as much as poſſible), and ſupport- 
ed with ' nutritious diet, wine, &c. a 
bliſter was applied on each arm, and the 
following day; on his having a little nau- 
ſea, an infuſion of ſenna, together with 
the warm ſeeds, and a ſmall portion of 
emetic tartar, was drank in ſmall quan- 
tities. As there was a great coldneſs 
about the umbilical region, the fumi- 
_ gation was repeated, and continued as 
occaſion required; his pulſe being regular 
and rather low, without any very acute 
pains; the decoction of bark, with a 
ſmall quantity of thebaic tincture (five 
drops each doſe} was taken every two 
hours this day in ſmall draughts, it ſat 
well on his ſtomach, and the next day the 
ſymptoms appeared leſs urgent. Flat- 
tered by theſe indications of recovery, we 
perſevered as before ; the ſtools were of 

| * | the 
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the ſame nature, though now more thin 


than uſual, and had a ſlight offenfive 
ſmell; the ſubſequent day ſome portions 
of a filamentous ſubſtance came away, and 


continued during his illneſs. Another 
perplexing circumſtance was, the internal 
coldneſs could never be removed. In 
this manner was the poor fellow afflicted, 


the proſpect growing every day more mi- 
 ferable; the beſt advice that could be 


obtained, and every method that had any 
ſhew of probability, were now uſed to 
ſnatch him-from the jaws of death : but 
all proved in vain, for on the twelfth day 


from the attack he expired on the cloſe 


ſtool, without any appearance of uneaſi- 
neſs. This body, as the former, changed 
very black in about fifty minutes, or an 
hour after his deceaſe ; it was waſhed 
with vinegar, and removed to be exami- 


ned, which was done very ſoon, in order 
to obſerve the defects, before the putrefac- 
tion. was forwarded too much,” which 
would have baffled and thwarted our re- 
ſearches. We began in the ſame manner 
with this ſubject as with the former, and 

| | ob- 
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viz. the peritoneum conſiderably inflamed, 
more eſpecially in that part which covers 


the liver ; the external ſurface of the ſmall 


lobe of this viſcus had ſeveral large hy- 
datids of thick purulent fluid lodged in 
them ; the large lobe had not this appear- 
ance ; that portion of the liver next to 
the. diaphragm was. exceedingly red, 


flaccid, and ſpongy; the diaphragm was 


forced up a little convexly into the 
right. cavity of the thorax, and this 
part of that muſcle 'was very florid 


and ſoft, ſeeming to be in a ſtate of in- 


flammation ; the under fide of the liver 
was ſtudded with papiliz, which contain- 
ed a very ſmall quantity of watery fluid ; 


the gall bladder was full of yellowiſh + 


green bile, but the biliary ducts were 
entirely empty. Cutting into the ſmall 
lobe of the liver, we obſerved many cyſts 
retaining purulent matter ; the large lobe 


was not ſo affected; the ſtomach. quite 
empty; the duodenum. above the orifice 
of the ductus communis cholodochus was 


coated with a tough buff- coloured ſub- 


1 ſtance; * 


7 
obſerved the following circumſtances, 
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ſtance; the remainder of this inteſtine, 
and the other {mall bowels were quite 
perfect. That portion of the colon 
which paſſes under the liver, retained 
ſome air, otherwiſe it was in its natural 
ſtate; the rectum, towards the anus, had 
three ſmall knotty protuberances on its 
inner coat, which were of a ſtony ſub- 
ſtance, and theſe were all the traces of 
diſeaſe in thoſe canals; the meſentery 
and omentum appeared more turgid than 
common; the kidneys and bladder had 
not been injured by the illneſs, the latter 
- contained about half a pint of high colour- 
ed urine; the ſpleen and pancreas were 
not altered from their uſual appearance; 
the thorax was inſpected, and we obſerved 
that all its contents were perfectly entire, 
although there was an adhæſion of the 
right lobe anteriorly to the pleura. 


Such are the obſervations made from 
theſe diſſections; which ſo very nearly 
correſponded with thoſe of the other 
patients, who fell victims to the diſeaſe, 
that we imagine a ſeparate relation 4 
each 
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each particular caſe and diſſection, or a 
more minute detail in the clynical part of 
thoſe already mentioned, would only tire ; 
the reader, without addin Z 9 * | 
to the _ | 


The difference 19 theſe diſſeBions 
a thoſe of the learned Sir John Pringle 
will be very readily conceived ; yet we. 
flatter ourſelves theſe will carry a ſuffi- 
cient degree of conviction with them, to 
prove that the ſeat of the diſeaſe 1s ma- 
terially different, conſequently the diſor- 
.der will not wear the ſame appearance. 
This 1s the point we have endeavoured to 
fix it upon; whether we are right in our 
opinion, remains to be decided by thoſe 
who have had more opportunities to de- 
termine. All that we preſume to advance 
in behalf of our concluſion is, that the 
examinations were made with care and 
attention, during the courſe of a practice 
in which no trouble has been ſpared, or 
opportunity omitted, that could in the 
leaſt tend to promote our knowledge of 
the nature and exiſtence of bills diſ- 
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